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Audio Lab, Week 1/2: Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban

Pre-Listening

A. 1. Have you seen this film or another Harry Potter film?  

2. In your opinion does the film remain faithful to the book?

3. Can you think of any other books that have had films based upon them?  Did they live up to expectations or were they disappointing? Are there any cases where the film has become more famous than the book?  (mention Bridget Jones, James Bond, Gone with the Wind,)

B. You will hear the following words and expressions in your recording.  Match them to their synonym.  

1.    A wizard


A male witch

2.    Goggles


rubber glasses (eye pieces)

3.    Pirated copies

fake or illegally obtained copies of a film

4.    Usher


someone who shows you to your seat at the cinema

5.    Plot


the story of a film/play/book 

6.    A shotgun wedding
literal: a quick marriage to cover up an illegitimate pregnancy





figurative: a risky union

7.   Debilitating


disabling 

8.   Essence


essential component 

9.    To enthral


to mystify, to dazzle, to stun 

First Listening: T/F

Answer the following questions with true or false.  Justify your answers with a few words.  

1. The Army has had to use goggles to control the 6000 people present at the London preview of the film.  

F goggles were handed to ushers.

2. The film has a different director from the other Harry Potter films.   

T  A Mexican director, Cuaron
3. The film’s main plot device is the escape of a wizard.

T  The escape of a renegade wizard 

4. Kenneth Turan feels that the film strays farther away from the book then its forerunners.

F closest of any of the three films.  

5. The third film is scarier than the first two.  

T it has a darker tone

Second Listening: Short Answer Questions

1. For what event were six thousand tickets sold in advance?  The opening of the third Harry Potter film in the US.  

2. What is the reaction of the film distributors?  Why?  Concerned.  About pirated copies being made in London and then sent to America. 

3. What does Turan say about the previous potter movies?  Too far removed from the books and soulless.  

4. Why is the new director a good choice, according to Turan?  The film is dark and the director is at home with unsettling subjects.  

5. What does Turan say about the special effects in the film?  

They are too much, they detract from the emotions that make the book special.  

Post Listening 

If you have seen the film, in what way would you change it to make it seem more like the book?

Lord of the Rings is another film trilogy which is based on some very famous books.  Could these films be considered more of a success than the Potter films in terms of staying true to the original story?  

Transcript: Harry Potter III film review

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1922809 

Okay, the big news today for many people of the United States is the opening of the film Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.’ The third in a series of movies about a young wizard opened on Sunday to hordes of screaming fans.  More than 6000 tickets were sold in advance.  The film’s distributors were concerned that pirated copies would be secretly filmed in London theatres and that they would make their way to this country before today’s opening, so they issued military style night vision goggles to theatre ushers to keep an eye on the audiences.  No word on weather anybody’s been caught.  The prisoner of Azkaban features a new hand behind the camera.  Mexican director Alfonso Cuaron is best known for his sexy, quirky road movie (something in Spanish)/ Los Angeles Times and morning edition film critic Kenneth Turan says marrying the book’s story to Cuaron’s edgier style is something of a shot gun wedding.  

KT:  The escape of a renegade Wizard is the plot device that drives Harry Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban.  

(Extract from film)

KT:  But the more pressing issue was whether the film’s talented director can escape the prison constructed for him by the man who directed the first two Potter movies, Chris Columbus.  The answer is yes but just barely, and true to the tradition of adventurions, only at the last minute.  The final hour of Azkaban is the closest any of the three films have got to capturing the essence of the Potter phenomena.  The fact that it took so long for Cuaron to break free, says a lot about how much time it took to bring individuality to a money making franchise.   The Potter films before this have been so risk-averse, they’re little more than soulless copies of the JK Rowling books.  

(Extract from film) 

KT:  Rowling’s Azkaban had a darker tone than the first two Potters, so Cuaron, a film-maker who is at home with unsettling subjects, was the perfect choice to direct it.  

(Extract from film)

KT:  His biggest obstacle is all the standard Harry Potter stuff the film seems compelled to include.  Adding to the debilitating 2hr and 21 min running time are character who appear because they were in the first two movies, even thought they serve no real purpose here. Do we really have to see the fat lady and the rest of the moving paintings on the walls of Hogwart’s, one more time? 

(Extract from film) 

Couldn’t bad boy Draco Malfoy be given some time off?  

(Extract from film)

KT:  …and is there anyone who isn’t bored to tears with Harry’s guardians the Dursley’s?  Also pro forma in Azkaban, are the special effects.  The half-horse, half-eagle hippogriffs are a great success.  But the business of the rest of the film’s computer generated imagery detracts from the emotions that make a potter book so special.

(Extract from film)

KT: Finally, after three movies, Cuaron manages to create on the screen, the heartfelt magic that has enthralled so  many on the page.   

Audio Lab, Week 3/4: Fox Hunting

Pre-Listening A: Discussion

What is fox hunting ?

Blood sports (such as fox hunting)are a long held and deeply rooted British tradition.  Do you believe that such sports are right or wrong ?  Can fox hunting serve a purpose ? 

(it may be a good idea to explain to the students what fox hunting is and to give them some ideas of the arguments for and against, such as it is cruel, but it saves livestock, the foxes would have to be killed anyway, many British people are only in favour of the ban for social class reasons etc). Also you may find the students are surprised to know that the foxes are NOT killed with guns, but by dogs.  
Pre-Listening B: Synonyms

You will hear the following words and expressions in the recording.  Work with a partner to try and match them to the appropriate synonym.  

1.  To hunt

To chase after an animal using force 

2.  To ban 

To forbid, to outlaw

3.  To violate

To interfere with, to tamper with 

4.  An editor

someone who is in charge of a section of a newspaper

5.  A heated debate
a discussion during which strong views are expressed

6.  Utility

a useful purpose

7.  Vermin

animals that are a pest

8.  A rifle

kind of big gun used for killing animals

9.  the chest

part of the body between the neck and the stomach

10. the lungs

organs with which we breath

First Listening: T/F

Answer the following questions with true or false.  Justify your answers with a few words.

1. Fox hunting has been practised in the UK for a long time. 

T – been around for 300 years.  

2. Charles Clover says that some describe fox hunting against personal freedom.

F- he says some see it as a matter of personal freedom to do what is not actively wrong.

3. – Fox hunting would be useless in the English uplands , according to Charles Clover.

F -  the terrain up there means that it may be dangerous

4. Charles Clover believes that foxes will be saved by the ban.

F – they could be eradicated, according to him

5. He also says that people feel strongly enough about the issue to go to prison. 

T – a significant number of people prepared to go to jail 

Second Listening: Short Answer Questions
1. Who is Charles Clover?  Where does he work?

Environmental Editor at the Daily Telegraph in London.  

2. Why does Mr Clover believe that fox hunting could continue?

Might be less cruel, dangerous, and more useful than other methods

3. Why could the use of a sporting rifle be dangerous?

The bullet might bounce off a rock and kill someone;

4. Why could the ban lead to the end of the fox.

It would have to be killed anyway, and by more fateful methods, such as shooting a night with lamps. 

5. What happened to Charles Clover’s friend ? 

He was shot in the chest and lost a lung because someone thought he was a fox….(English people are mad, now you all know why so many of us leave the country…)  

Post Listening: Discussion
Now that you have heard some arguments in favour of fox hunting, what is your opinion of the issue?  

Transcript: UK Parliament Mulls Ban on Fox Hunting

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=3907769
Presenter:  In Britain, the government of prime minister Tony Blair has made an announcement over a bitterly contested battle: fox hunting.  Next week the government will hold a vote on whether to ban the sport, which has been a staple of country life in England for more then 300 years.  Fans of fox hunting say that the ban would violate their civil rights, opponents say that it is barbaric, and joining us now from London, is Charles Clover, environment editor of the Daily Telegraph newspaper.  Mr Clover, welcome.

Charles Clover:  Hello.

P:  Do you expect a heated debate, a strong debate in parliament, and why is it such an emotional issue there fox hunting.   

AC. It’s seen by one side as a matter of personal freedom, that even if you don’t particularly enjoy the prospect of Fox Hunting, it’s nevertheless an important point that people should have the freedom to do things that are not actively wrong…um…the government on the other hand has sought to start a process by which people would assess the  cruelty and possible utility of fox hunting.  Theoretically though if a hunt was able to prove that it had utility, and that its methods were not as cruel as other methods, for example shooting, then it should continue, for example in the English uplands where it’s very dangerous to use a high powered sporting rifle because you might bounce off a rock and kill somebody and you can’t really see into the valleys to see who you’re gonna kill, fox hunting might arguably be the best method.  

P:  To rid the country as people say, as the fox would be of vermin, yes?  

CC:  Well, the fox is vermin, what will happen now is that the fox, which is a fairly well preserved species, is now likely to be eradicated by shooting, it will be eradicated by shooting largely at night with lamps, which is a much more faithful method than chasing it around and occasionally losing it.  A friend of mine the other day was part of a celebrated case because he got himself shot in the chest with a high velocity rifle and he lost a lung.  He was shot by a man who thought that he was a fox.

P:  To close here, is it simply a matter of countryside versus the city on much of this issue? 

CC:  Uhhh…not really necessarily I think its people who take a certain position about liberty and about liberty when the case for prohibition had not been proved.  The difficulty here is that the government has not really made the case for banning hunting, it is just the visceral prejudices of Labour backbenchers to ban hunting and always has been, and this is very much a vote that is largely on party lines, and so, people who don’t like that kind of politics whether they’re from the countryside or from the city will be against it, and I think there will be a significant number of people who are prepared to go to jail to prove that this is a bad law.

P:  Charles Clover is the environment editor for Britain’s Daily Telegraph newspaper he spoke with us from London.  Thank you sir.

CC:  Thank you

Audio Lab, Week 5/6: Arguments

Pre-listening task: Arguing vocabulary

The nine phrases have three different meanings. Fit each phrase under a heading.

To argue with someone
To annoy someone
To get angry with someone
To have a row with someone
To niggle at someone
To go crazy with someone

To fight with someone
To irritate someone
To lose it with someone

To squabble with someone 
To wind someone up 
To have a go at someone

Listening 1: Who says what?

You will hear Rachel and Paul describing their arguments. Listen and decide who is accused of the following faults: Paul? Rachel? Or both?

Wasting food




Rachel (doesn’t finish her dinner)

Starting arguments



Paul

Getting too much allowance


Rachel (she says Paul argues with her about this)

Being self-centred



Rachel (selfish)
Being forgetful




Rachel (forgets her key)

Not respecting people’s privacy

Rachel (comes into his room)

Leaving people locked outside the house
Both

Listening 2: Detailed listening

1. What three “little things” does Rachel mention that they argue about?

Who helps most around the house; who gets the most pocket money; Rachel never eating her dinner.
2. What two methods does Rachel use when Paul argues with her? With what results?

a) ignore him. This doesn’t work… she just loses it

b) argue back. This ends in a big row.

3. How does Rachel get back in when Paul does not let her in the house?

She has to wait for their Mum and Dad to get home.
4. How does Rachel behave differently with her Dad? Why?

She acts sweet and innocent with him so she won’t get into trouble.
5. How did Paul get back in when Rachel locked him out?

He borrowed a key from the neighbour.
6. What kind of food does Paul say Rachel eats? What does she not eat?

She eats junk food, sweets etc. Then she does not finish her dinner.
7. Why does Paul have a problem with Rachel’s eating habits?

It wastes the family’s money if Rachel does not finish her food.

8. Who is to blame for these arguments, in your opinion? Discuss!
Post-listening activity: Roleplay

Find out who the students think is to blame for the arguments: Paul or Rachel.

Choose one of the situations Paul and Rachel argue about, and recreate the argument in pairs. Think about how to end the argument – do they solve the problem, and reach a compromise? Or do they fall out? Will they make up in the end, or not?

Transcript: Arguments
Hello, my name is Rachel Anderson and I’m 14 years old. My brother is 18 years old. He works in a restaurant. He’s the head chef. And he’s very annoying.

I started fighting with my brother since I was really young, since I could start talking, we were always niggling at each other. We fight about lots of things. We fight about little things, like who helps the most around the house, and who gets the most pocket money, because I get more now than he used to get, because I get the bus home, and he’s always arguing about that, and he says that I never eat my dinner; and that I’m wasting all the family’s money on the dinner that I don’t eat and all this stuff. It’s none of his business really. But he says that I should pay for the food I waste and all this stuff. It really annoys me. Sometimes I tell him to shut up, and then I get told off from my mum and dad, but I shouldn’t really get told off because it’s him that’s starting the argument in the first place. So I either try and ignore him, which doesn’t normally work because he just winds me up so much that I just lose it, or I try and argue back, but that just ends up in a big row.

Sometimes when I forget my key when I come home from school, I’ll ring the doorbell to come in, and he’ll just look outside to see who it is and if he sees that it’s me, he won’t answer the door, he’ll just leave me standing there because he says that if I forget my key I should have to wait outside until mum and dad come home, or something.

My sister is very annoying, she’s very selfish. She continually annoys everyone in our family. Not just myself, but my older sister as well, and my mum and dad. She’s always arguing and fighting with my mum and sister, and she’ll act so innocent and sweet to my dad. And therefore she doesn’t get into trouble for anything. Yeah. Very annoying. She winds me up by always forgetting her door key. She has a go at me for never bringing mine, but since I’ve got my bike, I’ve always got my key on me. So that’s basically it. Yeah, and she’s always coming into my room when she tells me not to go into hers. So I don’t, but then she still comes into mine.

Whenever I open the door to her and she hasn’t got a key, I will tell her “Next time, take your key.” She'll just laugh it off and say 'don't start'. She reckons I'm having a go at her but I'm not - I'm just trying to get her to remember. Once she locked me and my little brother outside, it was raining and she wouldn't let us back in so I had to get the key off our neighbour. She wasn't happy either!

It really annoys me when she doesn't eat all her dinner. Our family isn't the richest and basically she will come in from school and help herself to food, like, junk food basically, sweets and stuff, and come dinner time she’ll leave the food and she won’t clear the table or anything. She must waste about five thousand pounds a year, I’d say. Just ridiculous. It's a topic we've grown up with basically - we haven't got a lot of money as a family and when you’re just throwing it away like that... Mum makes a point of saying, “Eat your dinner, because that's my wages going down the pan!” Which is fair enough, because we know that: she doesn't earn a lot of money so when you see it thrown back in her face like that, it's just… mmf.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/onelife/personal/families/real_sibling.shtml
Audio Lab Week 7/8: Canadian Cuisine

Pre-listening task: Food

Tell the class your favourite food to cook. Explain how to make it, going through the relevant vocabulary points.

Can you cook? What is your speciality? Explain to your partner how to make it.

Listening 1: Short answer questions

Fifteen ingredients are mentioned on the tape. How many can you note down?

What do you think Kraft Dinner is?

Macaroni, cheese, wieners, water, margarine, milk, butter, cheddar, tuna, cayenne pepper, red and green bell peppers, green onion, sour cream, buttermilk, yoghurt.

It appears to be some kind of macaroni cheese in a box.

Listening 2: Detailed listening

1. How many Kraft Dinners do Canadians buy every year? 75 million
2. Which two Canadian cities are Evan and Andrew reporting from? Vancouver, Edmonton
3. Why does Evan say Andrew is courageous to admit to making Kraft Dinner? There’s a stigma attached to adults eating it.
4. What 3 changes does Andrew make to the Kraft Dinner instructions? Why? He doesn’t count out 6 cups of boiling water because it’s too hot. He cooks it for 6 minutes, not 6 to 8, because it’s faster. He puts butter in instead of margarine because he thinks Kraft are trying to sell more margarine by putting that in the instructions.
5. What are the three alternatives for the secret ingredient in the mexicana? Sour cream, buttermilk, or yoghurt if you’re trying to fight the calories.
6. Which does Evan prefer – orange or white Kraft Dinner? Why? White, because he finds the orange colour disturbingly unnatural.
Post-listening activity: 
We use the term “convenience food” for food which has been prepared and then packaged, to be reheated by the person who buys it. Discuss the following questions with a partner:

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of convenience food?
· Would you feed a child convenience food? Every day? Occasionally? Never?
· Are there any convenience foods that you prefer to the home-made version?
Transcript: Canadian Cuisine
Cheesy music. Sounds of Kraft Dinner slurping around the pan.

Evan: Guys, I think it’s ready! Well here’s something you haven’t had to taste. Macaroni and cheese.

Brent: Mmm! Evan is putting on airs there, calling it macaroni and cheese, because to most Canadians it is just Kraft Dinner, even if it’s not. Canadians buy more Kraft Dinner than anyone else in the world: about 75 million boxes a year. The Americans dreamed up the recipe back in the 1930s, but for some peculiar reason, Canadians have appropriated it as our own. We asked two people to try to figure it all out.

Tina: And they are Evan Stewart in Vancouver and Andrew Gross in Edmonton. Hello chaps!

Chaps: Good day!

Tina: Haha. Andrew, what have you got there? How do you like your Kraft Dinner?

Andrew: I’ve got the original Kraft Dinner, the Agent Orange type of Kraft Dinner…

Tina: Hahahaha. Yes?

Andrew: The kind that you can’t improve on, I guess you could say.

Tina: So you don’t put anything in it?

Andrew: Well, if I’m feeling in a very fancy mood I might cut up wieners and put it in there, but that’s only if I’m in the mood to cook.

Tina: Hahaha. And Evan, what about you? You’re more of a gourmet, I see.

Evan: Absolutely. Full marks to Andrew for the courage to admit that he just goes straight ahead with the instructions because, uh, let’s face it, there’s a bit of a social stigma attached to adults, at least; to eat Kraft Dinner.

Tina: Mm-hmm?

Andrew: Oh, I think you misunderstood, though: I don’t go directly with the instructions.

Tina: You don’t? What do you do?

Andrew: Well, I don’t count out six cups of water, for example, ‘cause boiling water is boiling water.

Tina: Haha. Yes, I’m with you there.

Andrew: Right. And the six-to-eight-minutes thing – I go with the six minutes and not the eight minutes, because six is less time than eight.

Tina: Right. That’s true.

Andrew: And I don’t put margarine in.

Tina: No – I don’t either! I just use milk!

Andrew: Well – I do put butter in though. See, I think the reason Kraft wanted us to put margarine in is because they make margarine.

Tina: Of course they do.

Andrew: Right. They don’t make butter. It would sort of be like a Volkswagen dealer saying “The most comfortable way to get to our lot would be a Porsche.”

Tina: Ahahaha. Now Evan, what do you do? For one thing, you haven’t got the orange brand there. What have you got?

Evan: I’ve got white cheddar. We have two sort of standard variations on a theme. The first is macaroni and cheese sur la mer – of the sea (good French there, Evan) – that’s with a can of tuna added.

Tina: Oh, yum.

Evan: Mm-hmm. The other is macaroni and cheese Mexicana which is a little cayenne pepper, maybe some red and green bell peppers, some green onion and a little sour cream. I find that’s the secret ingredient. Instead of extra cheese, I add either some buttermilk or a little sour cream. Yoghurt, if I’m trying to fight the calories. And that just sort of adds a little extra zip.

Tina: Now Evan, howcome you went over to the white stuff? ‘Cause I’m with Andrew, I’m a purist. I think the orange stuff is like the Kraft Dinner that I know. Why did you go to the dreaded president’s choice?

Evan: The orange in the Kraft Dinner is a colour that does not occur in nature and I think it’s best avoided. It’s like a safety fluorescent orange jacket. I don’t eat it. Sorry. I don’t eat blue popsicles, and I don’t eat the orange macaroni and cheese. No way.

http://archives.cbc.ca/IDCC-1-69-1371-8427/life_society/canadian_food/

Audio Lab Week 9/10: Franz Ferdinand
Pre-listening
Discussion: taste in music
What types of music does each student prefer? When do they listen to music? What concerts and festivals do they go to? What music do they buy? Do they listen to vinyl? CDs? Minidiscs? MP3s?

Listening 1
Using information from the tape, fill out this factfile about the band:

Franz Ferdinand
Name of the new single: Take Me Out

City the band is from: Glasgow
Position it reached in the charts: 2
Number of people in the band: 4
How long they’ve been together: barely 2 years

School the band are associated with: Glasgow School of Art

Listening 2
1. How many people came to see the band play at Edinburgh’s 2004 New Year’s Eve party? 100 000.
2. What went wrong? It was cancelled due to heavy rain.
3. What do Alex and Bob do in the band? Singer and bassist.
4. What were they looking for in a name? Something that sounded good (rhythm/alliteration/fun when you say it).
5. When did Bob graduate from art school? June.
6. Why is it wrong to call Franz Ferdinand an art-school band? Only 2 of the 4 went to art-school.
7. Who did they want to sound like? Everyone in their record collection.
Post-listening task
Discussion: Downloading music

In the last few years it has become increasingly easy to download music off the Internet as MP3s. Many bands and record labels have complained that this loses them money. (Note new vocabulary.)

· Do any of the group download music? What are the advantages?

· Are artists justified in their complaints? 

· Is the solution pay-per-download websites like ITunes? Are these too expensive?

Transcript : Franz Ferdinand
First listening
Presenter: Take Me Out, the new single from up-and-coming archdukes of pop, Glasgow band Franz Ferdinand. Midweek, the single reached number 2 in the charts, knocking aside new releases from established acts like Beyoncé and Liberty X. Features in the broadsheets, covers on music magazines and vigorous sales indicate that the 4-man band, which has been going for barely 2 years, might represent an articulate and catchy new guitar-based presence in the pop charts. Their background is vaguely arty, in association with Glasgow School of Art, and their music is crafted to get the room up and dancing. Insofar as they have a performance manifesto, it includes a determination to look their audience straight in the eye.

Stop the tape.

Second listening
Presenter: On New Year’s Eve, Franz Ferdinand were due to perform to 100 000 at Edinburgh’s outdoor Hogmanay party until freak weather of biblical proportions washed the show away. But that proved only a hiccup to a New Year which has had several pop commentators heralding the band as the big thing for 2004.

First question then, when I met lead singer Alex Kapranos and bassist Bob Hardy, was the name, Franz Ferdinand. What was with the Sarajevo connection?

Alex: We did our first gigs without a name, just the band that were playing in the corner of the room when the party was going on, and we had a sort of criteria that we wanted for a name, we wanted it to… well, sound good, was the most important thing, and hopefully it had a bit of rhythm to it, or even alliteration. That sounds good, that name, Franz Ferdinand, you can say it and it’s quite fun to say it, which is really what a name should be, it’s that simple, if it’s fun to say the name then it’s probably a good name, so that’s why we stuck with it.

Presenter: Now, the tag attached to you is that you are an art school band, but in fact only one of you was really an art student.

Alex: That’s right. Well, two, Paul was as well.

Bob: Paul studied art as well. I graduated from painting at the Glasgow school of art in June. We’re all connected with the art school in some way, and the social scene around that, really.

Presenter: And did you know who you wanted to sound like?

Alex: Erm - everybody in our record collection, which must be about 2 ½ thousand different bands, I don’t know. Sometimes I hear other bands talking about the sort of like the five bands that they really want to sound like, and it seems incredible to me that you’d want to restrict yourself so much. Also the idea of having like a guitar band, or a rock band that would make people dance as well, that was really important to us.

Source: www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/frontrow
Audio Lab Week 11: Geographical Food Names
Pre-Listening: Synonyms

Work with a partner to match these words and expressions with their synonyms:

1.  generally 


widely

2.  A drive


a campaign

3.  intellectual property
somebody’s idea

4.  small potatoes

not very much

5. friction 


tension 

6. to shell out


to pay

7. to be a big hit

to be successful
8. to claw back


to take back slowly

9. generic


general, always the same thing

10. onerous


strict, laborious



First Listening: True or False?

Answer the following questions with ‘true’ or ‘false.’ 

Be ready to justify a ‘false’ answer with a few words.  

1. Europeans are trying to protect Champagne from being sold to America.  F they are trying to protect the name from being used in America for a non-European product. 

2. Imports account for 50% of sales at ‘Vace’.  T

3. Imports are generally cheaper.  F they are more expensive “shell out another 8 bucks”

4. The Geographical Indication exists in order to protect local produce.  T (regional specialities) 

5. You can only really be sure that Champagne is Champagne if it comes from Champagne.  T only sparkling wine from this area can be called Champagne.  

Second Listening: Short Answer Questions 
1. What are ‘Geographical Indications?’  They are luxury food goods bearing the name of their product or region.  

2. Why is this issue problematic?  World trade negotiations are already troubled. 

3. What two differences does the store owner stress between imported and  non-imported ham? Price and Quality.

4. What does he sell the most of?  Buffalo mozzarella
5. In what does Cheddar differ from Feta?  Feta must be from Greece to be so-called.  Cheddar can come from anywhere even though it originates in a village called Cheddar.  

6.     As an example of what is Champagne evoked?      An example of a product that cannot be so-called outwith the region where it is produced.  

Post Listening: Discussion
Ideas for questions to be discussed:

Are we really what we eat?

Can eating habits define a person?

Should there be a fat tax?

Should the government inflate prices at McDonald’s to stop people eating there?

Should fat people pay more for health care?

Is being fattist as bad as being racist?  

Why is it that France is renowned for its cuisine?  
http://www.commongroundradio.org/shows/03/0329.shtml#7

Geographic Food Names

Listen to This Segment
RealAudio      MP3
Related Links
Office of the United States Trade Representative
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MCHUGH: "Geographical Indications": you may not know the jargon, but you might have tasted—and probably enjoyed—at least one of the products the term refers to. Take Stilton and Roquefort cheeses, Parma ham, and Champagne. They're specialty goods which are generally named after their place or region of origin. The examples we just gave are among the best known, but there are hundreds more, especially in Europe where there's a drive to protect the names from what Europeans see as abuse of their intellectual property by foreign usurpers. The accused would include US producers, who complain that the Europeans are trying to take back terms which have become common in America, like Parmesan. Fighting over the name of a cheese may sound like small potatoes, but the issue is causing additional friction in already troubled world trade negotiations. Malcolm Brown examines what's really in a name.

[The sound of a meat slicer.]

MALCOLM BROWN: A spinning blade shaves thin slices off a leg of cured ham at Vace, an Italian delicatessen in northwest Washington, DC. This is the domestic stuff. Yours for around $11 a pound. If you want to shell out another 8 bucks, you can get Prosciutto di Parma—aka Parma ham.

[The sound of a cash register.]

BROWN: It seems many are prepared to pay the extra. The store estimates that around 50 percent of its customers go for the import. Its taste and texture are the result of a carefully regulated process that stresses quality and takes more than a year to complete. Vace's manager Mauricio Calcagno says it's worth the wait.

MAURICIO CALCAGNO: There's a big difference in the price, but the taste is also, it's amazing. It's much better quality, the imported. Personally, if I could, I would eat the imported Parma ham all the time.

Frasier 1: The Last Time I saw Maris

Activity A: Fill in the blanks with appropriate phrases to complete the plot summary for this episode:

1.  Maris has been missing for three days.

2.  It turns out she is safe and well - she has been shopping in New York.

3.  Maris phones Niles to tell him she wants a divorce.
4.  Frasier shouts up to Maris’s window in an attempt to convince her to take Niles back.

5.  Maris agrees to take Niles back on the condition that he says all their problems were his fault.

6.  Frasier and Martin eventually convince Niles to leave her.

Activity B: Use expressions from the scene to find synonymous phrases for the following expressions:

1. to be good enough for




to be fit for
2. to be alert






to be at one’s quickest/bright-eyed
3. someone or something that causes problems for others
to be a burden
4. cheerful






chipper
5. a flat for a single man




a bachelor pad
6. to act without waiting for the proper situation

to jump the gun
7. to be deceiving oneself




to be deep in denial
8. devastating, exhausting




overwhelming
Activity C: Choose a character from the extract and transcribe his/her lines as accurately as possible.

Frasier: I know you're there. After last night, frankly, I've had quite enough of your kind.

Daphne tiptoes in, grinning mischievously.
Frasier: You can stare all you like. I'm not going to give you anything to eat.

Daphne whimpers like a puppy.
Frasier: Oh, all right, here. You might as well finish off this god- awful Shepherd's Pie that Daphne made. Lord knows it isn't fit for humans. [turns around and sees her] Did that sound like "humans?" I said "Mormons."

Daphne: You're not at your quickest first thing in the morning, are you?

Frasier: Well, it was a rough night.

Martin: [coming in] Well, maybe next time you'll listen to your old man and not come between a husband and his wife.

Frasier: And here's Dad, all sleep-refreshed and bright-eyed, ready to resume his lecture!

They bring the fixings for breakfast out to the dining table. A blanket on the couch shows where Niles slept, but there's no sign of him except a note on the table.
Daphne: Oh look, your brother left us a note.

Frasier: [reading] "Dear Dad, Frasier, and Daphne, when you wake up this morning I'll be gone. Thank you for all your help, but I don't want to be a burden any longer."

Daphne: You don't think... no, I'm sure this is all completely harmless.

Martin: Yeah, my gun's still locked up... and the door to the balcony's closed...

Frasier: And we all know that Daphne's Shepherd's Pie is still in the refrigerator. Daphne gives him a dirty look. Niles comes in the door with a shopping bag.
Niles: Hi-ho, everyone! What are you all doing inside on such a beautiful, clear autumn day?

Frasier: Niles, you seem awfully chipper this morning.

Niles: Well, I woke up this morning and I had a realization. Like it or not, my life is changing. I'm single now, so I went out and rented a bachelor pad. Ooh, is that coffee?

Martin: Don't you think that's jumping the gun a little bit?

Niles: Oh no, Dad. Maris, uh, ordered me to get my stuff out of there by sundown, or else she'd turn it over to a church bazaar. Oh, and I got these jeans! [pulls a new pair of jeans out of the shopping bag] Right? Right? And I'm starting a goatee, and I'm thinking of joining a gym, but I don't know whether aerobics or weight training is the quickest route to "buff!" Any thoughts?

Frasier: One thought: seek help! Niles, you've just been through a very traumatic experience here and you are deep in denial here. You are going through some very extreme emotions right now, and rather than feeling them, you're denying they even exist.

Niles: I'm not denying my feelings. I'm so in tune with my emotions that I was able to move through them quickly. In fact, I've logged them all in my journal.

He takes out a small notebook and reads from it.
Niles: Let's see, where are we? Here... [reading] “5 AM: Blissful confusion. Something's happened, but what?” “5:01: Ah, yes. An overwhelming sense of emptiness and despair.” “5:07...” - this one's hard to read... oh, right! - “Wept uncontrollably.” “6:15: All cried out. Hungry now. Ate entire box of Frosted Flakes, they're gr-r-r-reat!” [closes journal] So don't you tell me I'm not in touch with my emotions! He exits.

Martin: "9:45: get out the butterfly net." 

Frasier 2: The Friend

Activity A: True or False? If the answer is false, say why.

1.  Frasier has a spare ticket for the theatre and realises he has no-one to go with. F - for the races
2.  He arranges to meet up with a listener called Bob, but he turns out to be a bore. T

3.  Frasier is going to go to the meal with Bob, but then he realises Bob is in a wheelchair. F - he is going to turn Bob down but feels guilty when he sees Bob’s in a wheelchair. 
4.  When Bob says he is going to be Frasier’s flatmate, Frasier decides to tell him they cannot be friends. F - he is only moving into the same apartment building, as a neighbour.

5.  To make Bob feel better, Frasier lies, and pretends he has a problem with the wheelchair. T

Activity B: Fill in the gaps from the scene. Discuss with a partner what you think each phrase might mean. If you are unsure, use the context to guide you.
Frasier: You see I just don't think there's a basis between us for a sound friendship. Neither of us should feel bad about it.

Bob: That's easy for you to say. You're not the one being rejected.

Frasier: No, no. I'm not rejecting you. Truth is you're pleasant. You're charming.

Bob: Frasier, I'm an adult here. At least respect me enough to tell me what it is you don't like about me.

Frasier: Well all right, all right. We have absolutely nothing in common. You talk on endlessly about subjects that I have no interest in. You call me all the time. Frankly you're suffocating me!

Bob: [looking hurt] Wow. I don't know what to say. I wish you'd said something sooner.

Frasier: I wanted to. Frankly I was afraid you'd think it was because of the…you know…

Bob: The what?

Frasier: The wheelchair.

Bob: Why would I think that?

Frasier: I don't know. I just wanted you to know that.

Bob: I wish it did have to do with the chair.

Frasier: I beg your pardon.

Bob: Well, if the chair were your problem that would make you a jerk. This way, I'm the jerk.

Frasier: Well, I wouldn't say that.

Bob: Come on, you just did. You just said I'm boring and obnoxious. Who knows people better than you? You can keep the hat. [Bob turns to leave.]

Frasier: Bob, wait, please. I've got to level with you. Truth is I find nothing wrong with you. I was just ashamed to admit it. It is the chair.

Bob: What?

Frasier: [clearly lying] I think frankly that you are wonderful company. Wildly stimulating. Your hobbies are so fascinating. [picks up his tartan bunnet] You have a sense of style that really, I mean, doesn't compare to anyone's. It's just me. I feel petty and small about it but I can't get past the chair. I'm sorry Bob. Please. [Frasier gets up to leave] I'm sorry. This is goodbye.

Bob: I don't believe this. You don't want to be my friend 'cos I'm in a wheelchair.

Activity C: Repetition. Choose a character: Bob or Frasier. Watch the episode again and practise repeating each of his lines. 

Frasier Episode 3 : The Show Where Diane Comes Back
Teachers :  students will need the following words to understand the episode.  Please go over them on the board.  

engaged

 
betrothed, have decided to get married

jilted at the altar

to be dumped just before an intended marriage

a twitch


a nervous movement of the face

a backer


someone who will financially support a project

Activity A: Multiple Choice
1. Why is Frasier unhappy to see Diane?
2.  Why does Frasier wish to invite Diane to dinner?

a) She is his ex-wife.
a) She needs help.
b) They were engaged but she left him at the altar.
b) He wants to show off.

c) They were engaged but he left her at the altar.  
c) He is still in love with her.  

d) She is an old patient of his and is obsessed by him. 
d) He wants to interrogate her.  

3. What is the cause of Diane’s facial ‘twitch?’
4.  What does Frasier reveal to Niles over coffee?

a) She is allergic to profiteroles.
a) He is playing in Diane’s play.

b) She is worried about her play.
b) He is going back to Chicago.  
c) She is in love with Frasier. 
c) He is falling for Diane again.
d) her life is going very badly.  
d) He is paying for Diane’s play.
Activity B (00.30-03.30-T/F): Fill in the blanks and find a synonym. 

1. Niles :  Strange, I usually get some sign when Lilith is in town — dogs forming into packs, blood weeping down the wall.

(  figurative use, trickling, running, dripping.  Literal use : crying).

2. Frasier: She just showed up at the station today. Apparently some play she wrote is being produced here in town. I admit, I just sort of panicked when I saw her, but I think I covered it masterfully. 

(apparently : seemingly, it would seem)

(masterfully : with great skill, very well, professionally) 

3. Niles: Seeing as how I have nowhere to write the phrase, "classic denial," I'll move on. So, about this woman for whom you have so little feeling that you raced across town and burst into one of my sessions — is there any lingering resentment?

(denial – to pretend that something has not happened/is not happening/will not happen)

(burst in - to come in very quickly and loudly)  

4. Niles: Well, she did leave you at the altar. When you told her how that made you feel, was there anything you left unsaid? 

( leave you at the altar  - dropped out of marriage at the last minute)

( unsaid – something not said that should could/should be) 

Transcript of 00.30-3.30

Frasier: Niles, we've got to talk! It's urgent.

 Niles: Frasier, I'm with a patient! 

Frasier: [notices Carr] Oh, I'm sorry. 

Carr: [gets up] Is, uh, this about a woman?

 Frasier: Yes. 

Carr: Take all the time you need. Mr. Carr leaves. 

Niles: Well

Frasier: She's back — the scourge of my existence. 

Niles: Strange, I usually get some sign when Lilith is in town — dogs forming into packs, blood weeping down the wall. 

Frasier: I'm talking about... Diane Chambers.

 Niles: [hits the intercom] Lucille, send Mr. Carr home. 

Frasier: She just showed up at the station today. Apparently some play she wrote is being produced here in town. I admit, I just sort of panicked when I saw her, but I think I covered it masterfully. Frasier stops pacing and sits in a chair. Niles picks up his pad. 

Niles: All right, all right, all right. Well, uh, why do you think you reacted that way? 

Frasier: Oh, spare me the psychiatrist bit, Niles. That includes putting down the pad! [Niles lays the pad on the desk] In the drawer, Niles! 

Niles: [puts it in the drawer] Fine. My first question to you is this: Are you still in love with her?

 Frasier: [jumps up from his chair] No! Not in the least! It's a ridiculous suggestion. 

Niles: Seeing as how I have nowhere to write the phrase, "classic denial," I'll move on. So, about this woman for whom you have so little feeling that you raced across town and burst into one of my sessions — is there any lingering resentment? 

Frasier: [dropping back into the chair] Over what?! 

Niles: Well, she did leave at the altar. When you told her how that made you feel, was there anything you left unsaid? [Frasier looks away] Any phrase or feeling you wished you had expressed to her? [Frasier looks away more] I'm making the assumption here that you did tell her how you felt. 

Frasier: I sort of did.

 Niles: "Sort of" is another one of those phrases that just wants to go in my pad. 

Frasier: I expressed my distaste for the way I'd been treated, yes

Niles: Frasier, she rejected you in the most debilitating way a man can be rejected. You've got to more than "sort of" tell her how that felt. 

Frasier: Well, I can't just tell Diane how awful she made me feel now! It's a distant memory for her. I'd feel weak! 

Niles: You have no reason to feel weak. You've moved on in your life too. You have a new career, new wealth, new success. You simply need closure in this one area.

Frasier: You know, what you just said made a lot of sense. 

Niles: You're going to get closure.

 Frasier: No, that business about my success! I tuned you out after that. I'm going to invite Diane over for dinner tonight, and I'm really gonna flaunt my success, really rub her nose in it! That'll prove I'm not just some cast-aside that never got over her. Niles, I know it's not psychologically sound. But we're still human. We have to do what feels good sometimes, don't we?

 Niles: I'd just like to be on the record as saying I'm against it

Frasier: Fine. 
iles: You know the path that leads to peace with Diane and you're rejecting it. 

Frasier: Yes. 

Niles: I'm washing my hands of the entire matter. 

Frasier: Wouldn't miss it for the world though, would you? 

Niles: I'll be there at seven with a cheeky Bordeaux. 

Frasier Episode 4:  Moon Dance

Pre-Listening 

Teachers :  students will need the following words to understand the episode.  You may wish  go over them on the board.  

A ball


A formal dance

To whine

to moan and complain like a child

The audience

spectators

A snowball
boule de neige –(the winter dance at Niles’ club is called the ‘snow ball’, you may wish to explain the joke)

To be on cloud 9 
to be ecstatic, very happy

Activity A: Fill in the blanks
1. Frasier announces to Roz that he is going on holiday.

2. Niles discusses his poor social life with Martin, who advises him to get out more.  
3. Daphne decides to give Niles dancing lessons because he can’t dance. 
4. Niles is having so much fun he has omitted to tell Daphne  that Marjory has cancelled.

5. Frasier is curious to know why Daphne and Niles are going on a date!

6. Unfortunately the kiss was not real, however every cloud has a silver lining, because Niles gets the number of someone else!

Activity B (09.40-12.30) Scene 4: Short answer questions
1. What are Niles and Daphne planning to do tonight?  (Master the mambo and the conga)

2. Why is Martin a bit annoyed with his son?  (he has not told Daphne that his date is off)

3. What is his warning to his son?  (not to have more lessons with D –his feelings may show)

4. What story does Martin tell?  (he once had a similar experience- the girl said no but he still had to see her every day)

5. What is Daphne’s reaction when she hears the date has been cancelled? (she offers to accompany miles)

Transcript of  09.40-12.35

Scene Five - Cafe Nervosa Niles is at a table, Martin & Daphne come towards him. Daphne and Niles greet each other with their "pet" names. 

Daphne: Here's my dancing partner. Hello, Fred! 

Niles: Hello, Ginger! 

Daphne: [to Martin] It's a little joke we have! 

Niles: Look Daphne, I got two new CDs today. Tonight we master the mambo and the conga. I can feel myself growing a pencil-thin moustache just saying that. 

Martin: You're having more lessons tonight? 

Daphne: Oh, yes! He's going to be the best dancer at the ball. I'll just go get us some coffees. She goes to the counter. Martin crosses his arms. 

Martin: Why didn't you tell her your date had cancelled? You don't need more lessons. 

Niles: I wanted to, but she's just having so much fun! 

Martin: Come on, Niles, you think I don't see the way you look at Daphne? 

Niles: What are you implying?

 Martin: You know damn well what I'm implying. Take my word for it, you're sticking a fork in the toaster here. Niles: Well, my muffin's stuck! Besides, what's the harm in a few dance lessons? 

Martin: It's night-time. You're alone. The music's on. You've got your arms around her. You'll end up saying something you can't take back.

 Niles: I have no intention of saying anything. 

Martin: No one ever does. Take my word for it. When I was separated from your mother, there was this pretty coroner in the city morgue. I always had a bit of a crush on her. So whenever we'd find a dead body, I'd yell out, "OK boys, I'll take it from here!" So one night, I invited her down to the corner bar. 

Niles: Coroners have their own bars? 

Martin: [exasperated] No, corner, Niles, the corner bar! Anyway, we had a few drinks, the lights were low, Sinatra on the jukebox. Before I knew it, it just all came pouring out of me. I told her how I felt. I mean, I knew the second it was out of my mouth that it was a mistake. She let me down easy but we still had to go on seeing each other all the time. It sure was no fun going to the morgue after that! This story seems to have the right effect on Niles. Daphne returns to the table with coffees in hand. 

Daphne: So, what time are we starting your lessons tonight, Dr. Crane? 

Niles: Actually, that won't be necessary. I just got a call from Marjorie. Something's come up. I won't be going to the ball. 

Daphne: Oh. Well, I'm sorry. 

Niles: It's quite all right, and thank you for all your help. [Martin puts a comforting arm on his shoulder] Daphne: [thoughtfully] It seems such a shame to waste all that hard work... I hope you don't think I'm being too forward, but what would you say about our going to the dance together? 

Martin: Now, now, he's already taken up too much of your time, Daphne, he couldn't ask you to do that. Daphne: No, but it would be as much fun for me as it would be for him! I'd love an elegant evening out! What do you say, Dr. Crane? 

Martin: [sure Niles will say no] Tell her what you say, Dr. Crane.

Niles: Pick you up at seven?

 Daphne: [excitedly] Ooh, yes! [claps her hands] Great! Niles looks decidedly contented.
Frasier Episode 5:  A Word with the Wise guy

Activity A: Short answer questions
1.  Why is Martin listening at the door? To catch the newspaper thief.
2. What does Roz suggest to help Meris? To call a friend of hers who can sort things out.
3. How much does Jerome charge to help out Niles? Nothing, he just wants them to do him a favour one day.

4. What favour does Jerome eventually ask of the brothers?  He asks Frasier to advise his fiancée to marry him.
5 What does Frasier advise Brandy wen she calls the station? He tells her to leave Jerome.
6.  What is Jerome’s reaction?  What does he ask of Niles? Displeased. To hire Brandy.
Activity B (09.30-14.10): True or False ? Justify your answer with a few words.

1. Jerome’s brother built the building where the Crane’s live.  (F – he supplied the cement)

2. Daphne uses her clairvoyance to guess Jerome’s profession (T– she sees him standing over people with broken bones and believes him to be an osteopath!)

3. Martin is pleased his son’s know Jerome.  (F -he thinks they are nuts!)

4. Jerome has a problem with his fiancée: she won’t marry him! (T- been engaged 8 years and she refuses to get married)

5. Jerome says that he hopes to invite Martin to his wedding one day. (F – he hopes to invite Frasier to his wedding one day!)

Transcript 09.30-14.10
Jerome: Dr. Crane. 

Frasier: Jerome! Look Niles, it's Jerome! [sotto voce] In my house! 

Daphne: We've been having the most delightful chat.

Jerome: Dr. Crane, you're a lucky young man to have such a charming young woman in your employ. 

Daphne: [obviously flattered] Oh, go on. Did you know his brother supplied the cement for this very building? Niles and Frasier look positively horrified at this statement. 

Niles: What a small world, oh look at the time! He tries to leave but Frasier puts a hand on his shoulder to stop him. 

Martin: So Jerome, you didn't tell us what line of work you're in. 

Daphne: Oh wait, let me guess! [to Jerome] I'm a bit psychic. Let's see... you're some sort of doctor. An osteopath, perhaps? 

Jerome: No. 

Daphne: Well that's odd. I can see you hovering over people with broken bones. Niles shuts his eyes and leans his head onto Frasier's shoulder. 

Martin: [standing] Boys, why don't you help me get some refreshments for your new friend? 

Frasier: Yes, yes! Excuse us, Jerome! The boys follow Martin into the kitchen. 

Martin: Who the hell is this guy? 

Niles: He's some hooligan who helped fix Maris's legal problem, and in return I promised him a favour. Oh God, do you think that's why he's here? To collect? 

Frasier: [sarcastically] No, Niles. He's probably having a luau and he came to borrow our Poi Ramekins! Martin: Are you guys nuts? You don't get involved with somebody like that

Niles: Wait, before we panic, we should at least talk to him. You know, get the "straight dope." Also known as "the skinny."

 Frasier: Knock it off, Bugsy! They re-enter the living room, Frasier carrying a tray with a jug of Orange Squash on it. Jerome is talking to Daphne. 

Jerome: Stealing newspapers is most un-neighbourly behaviour. If you would like I could find out who's doing it, and make sure they never even think...

 Frasier: [interrupting] Oh no! No! That's fine! 

Niles: So Jerome, is there something we can do for you? 

Jerome: Since you ask, you may recall the other evening I mentioned my lady friend? If I may... He reaches into his breast pocket, and Niles and Frasier clutch together, thinking he's about to pull out a gun, when he instead pulls out several photographs. 

Daphne: Oh! She's a pretty thing, isn't she! 

Jerome: This is at the dog track where we met. And here's our first Sinatra Concert. And this was at the funeral of a business associate. Martin gives Niles a hooded look. 

Frasier: You know, for the life of me, I can't recall ever having seen a woman wearing so many different kinds of furs all at the same time. 

Jerome: Well, Brandy is a uniquely stylish woman.

 Niles: Brandy? 

Jerome: Yeah, the traditional spelling. The Crane boys all look at each other, trying to work out when "Brandy" started to classify as a traditional name. 

Jerome: We've been engaged for eight years, but she refuses to set a wedding date. This upsets me. It also upsets my mother, whose comments on the subject are frequent and vivid. 

Martin: So where do these two come in?

 Jerome: Well, if she's reluctant to marry me, obviously she needs therapy.

 Frasier: Well, you're in luck! Niles happens to be one of the finest marriage counselers in all of Seattle! Jerome: Well actually, Dr. Crane, I would prefer it if Brandy spoke to you. 

Frasier: To me? 

Jerome: [to Niles] No offense to you, Dr. Crane. 

Niles: [very relieved] Oh, none taken! 

Jerome: She's a great fan of your show. I'm sure she'd heed any advice that you might care to offer. Such as "Marry him. Promptly." But I'm not here to put words into your mouth. You'll know what to say. [he gets up to leave]

 Frasier: Jerome, you know I'm a psychiatrist. I'm used to rendering my opinion, not being a mouthpiece for someone else. I'm not sure I'm comfortable with this. 

Jerome: Dr. Crane, there are some times in life we must do unpleasant things. I'd hate to tell you some of the unpleasant things I've had to do.

 Frasier: I see. Well then, why don't you just give Brandy my unlisted home number, which I'm sure you came across when you were finding out where I lived. I'll be glad to chat with her. 

Jerome: Thank you. She'll be in touch. [shakes Frasier's hand] And I hope that one day you'll dance at my wedding. He leaves. 

Frasier: If I'm able to dance. 

Martin: If you ask me, you're getting off easy. He could have asked you for a much bigger favour. 

Frasier: Dad, how can I possibly as a self-respecting psychiatrist tell any woman to marry that thug? 

Daphne: What are you talking about? He seemed very nice to me. 

Frasier: This coming from the psychic who thought he was a chiropractor! 

Martin: Listen, I've heard your show. One more piece of half-assed advice isn't going to kill you. Frasier gives him a look. 

Martin: Jerome, on the other hand... 

Frasier: Okay, dad! 
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