First Year Oral English LLCE

Semester 2 (2004/5)

TPO Class – Teacher Copy

WEEK 


THEME



PRESENTATION BY:
1 (16th Feb)

Introduction 



No presenter


2 (23rd Feb)

Music

3 (2nd March)

Food

4 (9th March)

Sexism

5 (16th March)
Age

6 (23rd March)
Nightlife

7 (30th March)
Names

8 (6th April)

Nostalgia

9 (20th April)
 
Communication 

10 (27th April)
Clothes 

11 (4th May)

Politics

 

12  (11th May)
Practice oral exam – speed dating! 

LLCE ENGLISH Semester 2 2004/5

COURSE OUTLINE 
CONTACTS:
TPO/Comprehension course organizers:  Thomas STILL: - email:  toplecteur@yahoo.fr





          Michael CREEK: - email: getyourcreekon@yahoo.fr
Other LLCE TPO/COMP teachers: 
          Julie ALEXANDERr: - email:   thebestlectrice@yahoo.com






          Larissa GOCENTAS: - email:   lectricelarissa@yahoo.ca





          Gerardine O’ CALLAGHAN: - email : dinalolabrigida@yahoo.ie  
 




          Amy SENTELL: email:- sentellamy@hotmail.com





          Whitney WEBB: email: - wew4m@cms.mail.virginia.edu

COMPREHENSION

This class meets for 1 hour every week, alternating between audio and multimedia labs. 

LISTENING

Goals
· Improve comprehension of oral English as spoken in a variety of contexts by different speakers. 

· foster the use of techniques for listening and note-taking in scripted and natural speech conditions 

· Increase knowledge of the modern English-speaking world. 

Materials
You have a course packet with a work sheet for each listening class.  You must bring this with you every week.  In order to review class work or to complete homework assignments, you may consult the corresponding website.

Evaluation
At the end of each semester there is a listening comprehension examination.  This test will involve 2 or 3 listening extracts, each played once or twice, with one-word, multiple choice or short answer questions.

 


Class requirements

1. Presentations
You are responsible for conducting the class for approximately 10-15 minutes. During this time, you will present an issue of topical discussion related to the current week’s TPO topic (note the change from last semester) and then lead the class in an activity based on the presentation.  You must also include a 1-2 page summary and evaluation of your presentation.  Summarise briefly your presentation and then give a critical analysis of your spoken English, how you felt the presentation went and your opinion of it as a language learning exercise.  

Please prepare a handout outlining your presentation as well as any additional information any additional information that will contribute to the other students’ participation in your discussion and activities.
Your lecteur will explain what is required in Week 1.

2.  Discussion
You should be prepared to comment on your classmate’s presentation and be able to discuss the themes throughout the books.

3. Portfolio
You will prepare an individual listening/speaking portfolio over the course of the semester.  This is a record of extracurricular listening and speaking opportunities.  

Evaluation
You receive a mark which reflects both your oral proficiency and participation in class.  In January you will have a 10 minute oral exam in which you will be expected to talk about your portfolio and the set novels.


LISTENING / SPEAKING PORTFOLIO

This portfolio is an individual record of oral English work conducted outside class time over the semester.  The aim of the portfolio is to encourage you to practice your listening and speaking skills in English.  It also provides material to talk about in your class presentation and in the oral exam.

You must complete the English society assignment, the presentation evaluation assignment and three more options (see below)
You must type your portfolio and use the exact template found at www.unice.fr/OralEnglish
You must make two copies of your portfolio
You must bring your portfolio with you to the oral exam in May/June.
You must hand in your portfolio to your lecteur in week 10 of the semester

Contacts
If you have questions or problems concerning this programme who should you contact?

a) if you are a regular student, contact your class teacher (lecteur or lectrice)

b) if you are an off-campus student (étudiant non-assidu), contact Tom Still (toplecteur@yahoo.fr) and Michael Creek (getyourcreekon@yahoo.fr ), the lecteurs (room 102) who coordinate the listening/speaking programme for this level.

c) if you have broader concerns, contact Riitta Blum, the permanent member of staff who is responsible for the 1st year oral programme

d) if you have administrative problems, contact Agnès Sahm, the secretary responsible for 1LCE students in office 121.


Evaluation
English Studies (études anglophones)

LL1AN212 (50 points)

Listening exam
30

Phonetics exam
20

LL1AN302 (50 points)

Oral expression (continuous assessment for Comp and

TPO)
10

Oral exam 40

European Studies (études européennes) 

(Group 5 –Amy Sentell)

UF1EE212
(200 points)

Oral expression (continuous assessment for Comp and

TPO)
20

Listening exam
80

Phonetics exam
60

Oral exam
40

LISTENING/SPEAKING PORTFOLIO-SEMESTER 2

READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY:
· NO OPTION FROM SEMESTER ONE CAN BE REPEATED!  

· YOU MUST INCLUDE THE CONTENTS PAGE WITH DETAILS FROM LAST SEMESTER’S PORTFOLIO IN THE SEMESTER 2 PORTFOLIO.  

· WE ARE NATIVE SPEAKERS.  IT IS OBVIOUS TO US WHEN WORK HAS BEEN COPIED FROM THE INTERNET.

· CHEATING AND PLAGIRISM WILL BE DISCOVERED AND LEAD TO AUTOMATIC FAILURE!

GOALS: Listen and speak English

    Reflect on own proficiency and learning 


    Provide basis for evaluation and oral exam

FORMAT: Collected reports on listening/speaking experiences, 1-2 typed pages per activity.

· You must complete the presentation assignment, the English society assignment and THREE more options.

· Your write-up should be brief (it provides a record of activity and to provide proof of work)

· You may not recycle work across semesters or years.
· You should hand in monthly segments of portfolios for feedback

· Credit will be given for the content of the audio/oral activity rather than written English
· You must type your portfolio: hand-written portfolios will not be accepted

· You must use the exact template portfolio sent to you via e-mail

· You must make two copies of your portfolio

· You must bring your portfolio with you to the oral exam in June

· You must hand in your portfolio to your teacher in week 10 of the semester

· You may NOT include any pictures in your portfolio

· YOU MUST INCLUDE SEMESTER ONE’S PORTFOLIO CONTENT’S PAGE IN YOUR PORTFOLIO.

Remember, your portfolio is a record of your work.  Do not include any work that is copied from another source.  Plagiarism will lead to automatic failure.

1-INTERVIEW OPTION

Conduct an interview in English with a native speaker. 

a) Prepare your questions in advance and take detailed notes during the interview.

b) Write a transcript or give a detailed account of the answers to your questions.

c) Give your personal reaction to your interviewee’s comments, and to the assignment as a language learning exercise.

2-AUDIO DIARY OPTION
a) Record a day’s activities in English. This could be a typical day in your life, or a record of a special event. Take recording equipment with you (a Dictaphone, minidisk or MP3 recorder – borrow one if you don’t have one) 
b) Transcribe a two minute segment of your diary.
c) Write an analysis of your pronunciation, grammar and fluency. What did you think of the activity as an English-learning exercise?
3-AUDIO-VISUAL LISTENING OPTION (one option, different each semester)
i-FILM 

a) Watch a film in English at the cinema.

b) Find a review about the film (press/internet).

c) Write about whether you agree or disagree with the review.

ii-VIDEO/DVD 

a) Watch a video or DVD in English.

b) Transcribe in English the dialogue of a short scene.

c) Choose 5 words or expressions used in the scene. Define them and then explain their importance in the film.

iii-MUSIC 

a) Choose one singer and three of their songs.

b) Analyse the rhyme scheme and transcribe the rhyming vowels in one verse of each of the three songs.

c) Compare the three songs and comment on the difference between words which are sung and spoken

4-ENGLISH SOCIETY OPTION (One option OBLIGATORY both semesters; YOU CANNOT DO THE SAME OPTION TWICE)
i-LECTURE SERIES

a) Attend a lecture.

b) Ask a question at the end of the lecture.

c) Write a summary of the lecture and your question.

ii-SOCIAL EVENT

a) Attend a social event with the English Society.

b) Write up the event.

c) Give your opinion as a language learning exercise.

iii-DRAMA CLUB

a) Attend one drama club meeting.

b) Write up the meeting.

c) Give your opinion as a language learning exercise.

5-AUDIO LIBRARY OPTION
i-BS ANGLAIS (Semester one or two but not twice)
a) Find a cassette in the Audio library in the BS Anglais.

b) Listen and understand the recording.

c) Evaluate whether the tape is useful for other students learning English.

ii-THE INTERNET (Semester one or two but not the same actvity twice)
Go to one of the following websites and do one of the exercises within that site, following the on-screen instructions.  When you have completed your activity, write a general summary of your activity in in your portfolio.  What did you find useful about the exercise as a language learning activity?  Was it difficult?  Would this activity encourage you to try more internet based activities?  

1. http://www.esl-lab.com/basket/ballrd1.htm
 Listening and Pronunciation 
Visit the ESL Listening Lab and complete the activities listed below.

1. Click on "Play - audio only" and listen to the recorded text. You may listen to the text as many times as you need to answer the multiple choice questions. Once you've answered the questions, click "Final Score" to see how you did. Check your answers against the correct answers given in the box below the score. 

2. Scroll down to the bottom of The Dream Team page and click on "Go to Quiz Script." This time, listen to the recording while reading the transcript. Concentrate on announcer's pronunciation, and make a list of the words you didn't understand when you listened to the text without the transcript.

3. Practice reading the fourth paragraph (which starts "Some of the coaches on the US team...") out loud. Try to imitate the announcer as best you can. 

2   http://www.hio.ft.hanze.nl/thar/pronun.htm
 Word Stress
Go  to the English Channel pronunciation site.
1. Read section 3 (Stress) and complete the two assignments on word stress using the online dictionaries provided in the Tools section. Look up each word in an online dictionary and indicate the stressed syllable by putting it in capital letters. 

3. http://www.elfs.com/MMz.html3
Pronunciation Practice
Visit the Mouth Manglers page by English Learning Fun and complete the activities listed below.

1. Listen to the pronunciation of all five sentences. Click on the underlined words to hear the pronunciation and stresses of individual segments, or click on the number in front of any sentence to hear the whole sentence pronounced. 

2. Practice saying the sentences out loud. 

4. http://www.stuff.co.uk/animation/gbshawrm.htm
 Spelling and Pronunciation
Visit the Pronunciation for foreigners site and complete the activities listed below.

1. Click on the "Listen" button and listen to the poem. Fill in the missing words. Once you have filled in the blanks, click "Check" to check your score. 

2. Click at the bottom of the page to read the full poem. Practice saying the poem out loud. 

5. http://www.esl-lab.com/slang/slangrd2.htm
 Listening and Pronunciation 
Visit the ESL Listening Lab and complete the activities listed below
1. Click on "Play Audio" and listen to the recorded text on American slang. Answer the multiple choice questions and click "Final Score" to see how you did. Check your answers against the correct answers given in the box below the score. Include your score on this exercise in your email to your instructor.

2. Scroll down to the bottom of the American slang page and click on "Go to Quiz Script." This time, listen to the recording while reading the transcript. With the help of the definitions at the bottom of the page, brainstorm other slang words for "awesome" and "airhead." 
3. With a partner, practice saying the dialogue out loud. When you are ready, call your instructor over to listen to your pronunciation
6) READING OPTION
Read 3 books and write short summaries for each book.  

For each work, write a short composition giving details about the author, the themes of the book, why you chose it and what you gained from reading it.  

7) PRESENTATION SUMMARY/EVALUATION (OBLIGATORY)
Include a 1-2 page summary and evaluation of your presentation.  Summarise briefly your presentation and then give a critical analysis of your spoken English, how you felt the presentation went and your opinion of it as a language learning exercise. You could include an analysis of feedback you received last semester, and in the February Oral Exam. Where have you made progress in your spoken English? What still needs some work?
Week 1 TPO - Course Introduction 

In this first hour you will need to:

1.  Present the course outline below, stressing the main difference (pres based on TPO, not on portfolio.  Again, it is up to you whether you wish students to present in pairs or individually). 

2.  Give portfolio guidelines, stressing the differences from semester 1. (pres outline in portfolio instead of self-speaking option + copy of contents sheet from semester one so as to avoid repetition of semester 1 work)

3.  Give the demo presentation. You should ask students to close their syllabi while you present, and then after the presentation you can go over the structure as they have a copy of your notes in their syllabus.
4.  Get students signed up for presentations. Make sure you talk to next week’s presenters to make sure they’ve got the idea.
Last semester you presented a part of your portfolio. This semester, the subject of your presentation will fit the theme of that day’s TPO class.

You will choose an issue, related to the day’s theme, to present to your classmates in pairs. Below are some ideas, but you can choose your own issue. Talk to your lecteur about your choice the week before.
Week
Theme


Example issue for presentation

2
Music


“Illegal MP3 downloading: is it killing the music industry?”





“Should homophobic lyrics be banned?”





“Are the Beatles the greatest band ever?”
3
Food


“Are the media to blame for eating disorders?”





“What nation has the greatest cuisine?”





“Should snack adverts be banned to reduce child obesity?”
4
Sexism


“Are beauty pageants sexist?”





“Why do girls perform better than boys in British schools?”





“Who make better drivers – men or women?”
5
Age


“Is the age of consent high enough?”





“Fighting the ageing process - is cosmetic surgery the answer?”





“Can relationships work despite an age gap?”
6
Nightlife

“Are British drinking habits really the worst in Europe?”





“Should there be a smoking ban in pubs and clubs?”





“Why have Bollywood films become so successful recently?”
7
Names


“Can a name define a person’s identity?”





“Where do names come from?”





“Why are some names more popular than others?”
8
Nostalgia

“Were the 60s really the best time to be a teenager?”





“Is our generation as irresponsible as our elders claim?”





“How has nostalgia changed since the mid-20th century?”
9
Communication

“Should young children be allowed mobile phones?”





“Will email ever replace letters as a means of communication?”





“Can body language give away more than we mean to?”
10
Clothes


“Does fashion matter?”





“Do school rules on uniform limit freedom of expression?”





“Should the fur trade be outlawed altogether?”
11
Politics


“Is the extreme right a threat to British politics?”





“Should prostitution be legalised?”





“Franco-American relations: is there hope for improvement?”

How long should the presentation last?
15-20 minutes.

What do I need on the day of the class?
Your notes, copies of your handout for the class, and any other materials you want to use. Be creative!

How is this different from last semester?

This semester we want you to involve the class in your presentation more. You should make an effort to:

· ask questions to the class during your talk

· teach the class the relevant vocabulary
· find ways to get your classmates’ opinions on your issue

What kind of ideas could I include?

· a discussion/debate – make sure your instructions are clear, and think of a way to get all of your classmates talking as much as possible. You could give out roles to each student for them to argue from different points of view. Saying “let’s discuss the topic!” is not an option!
· A guessing game – if you have information to present to the class, can you ask them to work in pairs to guess it before you present it?
· quiz questions – but organize your quiz so all the students are talking in groups and everybody participates – in each group, one person could read the questions and the others answer. Don’t just ask questions at the end of the presentation!
· a game – here you have an opportunity to be creative! This must involve everybody speaking. A written activity is not acceptable here!
What is my lecteur looking for?
· Fluency – this means you need to prepare minimal notes and speak naturally.

· You must not read your presentation, or memorise it – if you do this, your lecteur will not be able to judge your natural speech and your grade will suffer.

· Structure – have you organized your presentation logically? Well-prepared notes will help here too.

· Creativity – remember, your lecteur sees a lot of presentations. How can you make yours stand out from the rest?

· Presentation skills – eye contact, enthusiasm, confidence and use of visual materials all help here.
You will receive feedback on your communication, pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar, so you know the areas you need to work on.
Week 1 continued: Demo Presentation

Franco-British relations: Just how cordial is the Entente Cordiale?
Intro:
April 04 was 100th anniv. of Entente Cordiale, a treaty of friendship signed by the two countries. Liberation and The Guardian published survey results on the countries’ opinions of each other. The headline? “I love you, moi non plus.”

Main:
Survey #1: “What three words come to mind when you think of the British/the French?”

Activity: 
· What 3 words come to mind when you think of the British?

· What 3 words do you think the British would use to describe the French? Why?

· Discuss the idea in pairs to come up with your two lists.

· Collect answers, compare to survey results, going through vocab.

France’s view of the British
1.  Insular, isolated (9%)

2.  Pro-American, Americanised (7%)

3.  Selfish, egocentric (6%)

4.  Arrogant, haughty (6%)

5.  Different (5%)

Britain’s view of the French
1.  Gastronomes (19%)

2.  Arrogant, unpleasant (9%)

3.  Untrustworthy (8%)

4.  Selfish, egocentric (5%)

5.  Friendly (5%)

What possible reasons can you think of for the results of the survey? (Open question to class)

· Geography - Britain is an island, therefore insular

· Opinion of Britain tainted by Blair’s decision on Iraq

· Tourism/exports - France promotes its food/drink (gastronomes), Britain promotes its Royals (haughty)

· Xenophobia - both countries said “selfish”

Positive relations between Britain and France?
 Survey #2: “What do you admire about the British/the French?”

Activity:

· Out of the 8 choices (politics, language, landscapes, football, creativity, music, art/culture, cuisine) what do you think was France’s choice for Britain?

· Britain’s choice for France?

· Discuss in pairs.

What the French admire about the British

1. Their music (69%), 2. Their language (64%), 3. Their landscapes (58%)

What the British admire about the French

1. Their art and culture (80%), 2. Their landscapes (76%), 3. Their creativity (69%)

Conc:
Personal opinion. (France and Britain have a lot in common - rich culture, colonial past, national pride - could this be the reason they have so much trouble getting on?)

Now tell the students to open their syllabi at the page with the notes for this presentation. Go over what you said, looking at how the issue was tackled, the structure, the timing, how you involved the class, etc. What did they think of it?
Week 2 TPO – Music
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g.



 h.

     i.

· Ask the students to look at the pictures, and to discuss in twos/threes what each picture could represent. Give them a few minutes to talk about it, and write down a few possibilities for each picture.
· Then tell them the pictures are clues to a particular song. Can any of them guess the song? If they don’t get it, give them some clues… which pictures give away the title, for example. It’s California Dreaming by The Mamas and the Papas.
· Tell the students they need to listen to the song and put the elements in the order they first hear them.
· Play the tape to allow them to number the pictures.
· Ask what the first picture was, then play the tape to check. Go through the tape again, checking each one. Go over vocab on the board.
· Answers: d (leaves), e (sky is grey), a (walk on a winter’s day), g (California), b (dreaming), i (church), c (down on my knees), f (pray), h (preacher).
All the leaves are brown and the sky is grey
I went for a walk on a winter's day
I'd be safe and warm if I was in L.A.
California dreaming on such a winter's day.
Stopped into a church I passed along the way.
Well, I got down on my knees and I pretend to pray
You know the preacher likes it cold - he knows I'm gonna 
California dreaming on such a winter's day.
Genre
Do the students like this song? How many genres of music can they name? Write them up on the board, and give clues for others: rock, pop, rap, hip-hop, metal, dance, disco, R&B, indie/alternative, folk, opera, gospel, classical… Get them to choose a genre and work in pairs to ask each other questions about that particular style of music, e.g.:

· What is their opinion of this kind of music?

· What effect does this music have on them? (does it calm them down? Get them dancing? Help them while they’re working?)

· When would they usually listen to this kind of music?

Game: Name that band
Cut up the name cards enclosed. Each student has to describe what is on their card for the rest of the group to guess. If necessary, put a list up on the board as a guideline of ideas for what to describe, e.g. the type of music, their look/image, what they are famous for, how old they are, where they are from, when they were famous, etc. You do one first as an example. No naming band members or song/album titles – that’s too easy. But they could sing…Describer and guesser get a point each if it is guessed correctly.

	Madonna
	The Beatles

	Christina Aguilera
	Coldplay

	Radiohead
	Jennifer Lopez

	George Michael
	Marvin Gaye

	Frank Sinatra
	Marilyn Manson

	Blondie
	The Cranberries

	Elvis Presley
	Beyoncé

	Kylie Minogue
	Justin Timberlake

	Missy Elliott
	David Bowie

	The Rolling Stones
	Eminem

	Blur
	Aretha Franklin

	Nelly
	Oasis

	Britney Spears
	Elton John


Week 3 TPO - Food and Restaurants

Teachers:  Make sure you take 10-15 minutes at the beginning of the class to go over mistakes on the board. This is very important for students to get some corrective feedback from the last lesson. 
A. Warm  Up

Ask students to think of words and expression to do with food and restaurants.  If they get stuck for ideas, they could suggest:

Main course

Starter

Pudding/dessert
Hors d’œuvres


Fast food

Junk food
Reservation

Waiter/waitress

Cutlery


Crockery
Serviette/napkin
Table mat/Table cloth 



B.  Get students to read the following passages(out loud, correcting pronunciation as they go).  Ask them what they think of the opinions expressed to make sure they understand the articles. 

1. Fast food restaurants are being asked to clean up the rubbish dropped by their customers, or face punishment. 

The government want them to take more responsibility for their packaging when the food is finished with. 

A new study says the amount of fast food rubbish is increasing, and with more people using drive-throughs, it's getting into the country as well. 

It's thought the rise in the rubbish being left on our streets may be linked to an increase in rats too. 

The study for Keep Britain Tidy found that fast food packaging on the streets has risen by 12% in the last year. 

The amount of half-eaten food on the streets has also jumped, by 7%, giving the rats lots to tuck into. 

At the moment the government are only asking the restaurants - and burger vans too - to clean up. 

But if they don't, then laws may be brought in to force them to sort themselves 

2. Doctors want a fat tax on food.  

Foods that are bad for you could get more expensive if an important group of doctors get their way. 

They want people to have to pay VAT (Value Added Tax) on fatty foods, which could make things like biscuits and cakes 17.5% more expensive. 

The British Medical Association wants fatty foods to cost more in the hope it might convince people to eat more healthy foods. 

They're worried because people are getting fatter and fatter in the UK, and health problems to do with being overweight costs the health service about £500m every year. 

But experts say a problem with this type of fat tax is the people who buy the most high-fat foods tend to be poorer families. 

This means they would have less money to spend. 

All other countries in Europe - except Ireland - already add some sort of tax to different kinds of food. 

C Questions for Discussion

How often do you eat out? Where do you usually go when you eat out? How much do you usually pay when you eat out? Who do you usually go with when you eat out? Do you like western food? Japanese? Thai? Italian? Can you name restaurants in this area that serve food from other countries? 

· What kinds of foods do these restaurants serve? 

· Have you ever eaten at any of them?

Do you ever eat greasy food? Salty? Sweet? Spicy? Do you know how to order food in English? 

· Have you ever done so? 

· If so, was it easy to do so?

Do you ever eat at McDonalds? KFC? Other fast food restaurants? What is your favourite starter? Main Course? Dessert? Do you ever drink alcoholic beverages when you eat out? 

· If so, what do you drink? 

· Which country had the best food? 

· Which foods did you enjoy the most? 

· Did you think the cost was high or low?

Week 4 TPO - Sexism
Vote - do you agree, or disagree?
· Beauty pageants should be banned because they treat women as objects.

· Men should hold doors open to let women through first.

· Men and women can never be equal because their brains and bodies are naturally different.

Go over the questions, and then ask the students to discuss in pairs whether they agree or disagree with each sentence, for 5 minutes. Ask the class for their answers and then write up the results of the vote. Keep the discussion going as long as possible.
Talk show: Is sexism still a problem?

First go through the vocab in the descriptions. Then go round and label each student A, B, C, D or E. Ask all the A’s to sit together, all the B’s together, etc. Within each group, all the students are the same character.
A.  You are a married man who believes men and women were made differently, and so should be treated differently. Your wife enjoys staying at home and looking after the children.

B.  You are the only female chef in the restaurant where you work. The other chefs are often sexist but you don’t care - you think feminists are too sensitive, and that they should have more of a sense of humour.

C.  You are an historian, specialising in women’s rights. You believe that sexism is disrespectful to those who have sacrificed their lives for equality between men and women.

D.  You are a journalist, working for a men’s magazine. Your magazine has pictures of beautiful women in bikinis because that is what sells magazines - not intelligent women with political ideas.

E.  You are a female lawyer working for a company where you have had the same position for five years. In this time, all your male colleagues have been promoted. You are angry because your colleagues assume you are not as tough as the men in the company.

Read the character descriptions. Discuss with the others in your group, and note down a few questions that you think your character would ask the others, and a few arguments that your character would use. Be prepared to defend your character’s opinions, even if, personally, you don’t agree!

Give the students some time to prepare questions/arguments for their character in their groups. Then within each group, label each student 1, 2, 3, etc. Now ask all the 1s to sit together, all the 2s together, etc. Each group should have one (or two)  of each character. If you have extra people, ask them to be the talk-show host. Then get each group to start a debate, by asking the questions they have prepared. Let the debates continue. Go round each group to note down mistakes and good phrases, and give the feedback to the class as a whole.
Week 5 TPO - Age
Teachers:  Make sure you take 10-15 minutes at the beginning of the class to go over mistakes on the board.  This is very important for students to get some corrective feedback from the last lesson.  

A  Warm Up:  Ask students to think of words and expressions to do with ageing and growing up.  If they get stuck for ideas, they could suggest:

Baby
Toddler    Adolescent
Teenager  Young person   Puberty    The ageing process    Adulthood  Childhood  Age of consent  Responsibility   Elderly   Pensioner
Ask the students if they can guess how old they have to be to do certain things in your country?  e.g.  drink, smoke, have sex, drive, vote, buy a pet, get married, pay tax, buy a house etc.  (in the UK these vary but Tony Blair wants to introduce a standard age of consent for everything; 17.  Is this a good idea?)  

B.  Get students to read the following passages (out loud, correcting pronunciation as they go).  Ask them what they think of the opinions expressed.
1.Top writer Philip Pullman, author of the Dark Materials trilogy, has said that teachers shouldn't be allowed to be younger than thirty-five. He reckons they should all go off and travel a lot and experience loads of different things in life. 

Do you care how old a teacher is? Do you respect really young teachers? Or maybe you think old teachers just don't understand kids. Or can you even tell how old you teacher is at all? 

From BBC Newsround 09/04/2003

2. Experts who advise the government on elections are collecting kids' comments on voting ages. 

Here's what Laura thinks about it. 

I think the voting age should be lowered to 16. 

If the Government is prepared to let people at the age of 16 join the army and go to war, they should let people at 16 vote for whoever they want to be Prime Minister. 

After all, it is the Prime Minister who has the power to send this country to war. 

Working hours Also I think that 16 year olds are now as responsible as 18 or 20-year-olds. 

Many 16-year-olds work and are affected by many of the decisions a government makes such as working hours and pay. 

What's best 

The only small chance they have of ensuring they can maintain their rights would be by voting for a particular party. Can young people really leave all the decisions up to adults; do they really know what is best for young people? 

From BBC Newsround 13/10/2003

Further questions for discussion if there is time:

· Are young people generally more selfish than their parents and grandparents?
· What do you think is the best age to be? Explain your opinion. 

· Do you agree with your country’s age of consent?
· Some people think you should give something to society before you have the right to join it. Should young people have to do some form of military or community service by law? 

· Some people say that men age better than women, and remain attractive longer – do you agree? Explain your opinion

Week 6 TPO - Nightlife

Night In/Night Out

Write up two categories on the board: Night In and Night Out. Ask what each student did last night, and which category they think it should go in, e.g. cinema – Night Out; reading – Night In. When you’ve asked everyone, ask for more examples of nights out – theatre, opera, nightclub, bar, concert, English Society pub night, restaurant, bowling...

Hotspots

Explain the instructions and go over the words in the list. Give your own example of your favourite nightspot back home. Let them talk, and then ask people to sum up what their partner told them. Give feedback on useful vocabulary. 

Pick your favourite place (pub, bar, nightclub, cinema, restaurant etc.) for a night out where you live. You need to convince your partner why he/she should go there with you. Describe it using the following words as a guide:

· Location

· Atmosphere

· Prices

· Staff

· Clientele

· Peculiarities

The 1LCE Guide to Nice!

Split the group into threes.

You are going to take the whole group out on the perfect night out in Nice. You need to decide on three activities for us – one at 8pm, one at 10pm and one at midnight. Explain where we are going to go and what we will do there. When we have heard from each group, you are going to vote on whose night out you prefer, so make sure your ideas are the most convincing. Everyone in your group must talk!

Give the groups plenty of time to prepare this, and go round helping with language. Listen to each group’s presentation, and then let them vote at the end.

Week 7 TPO - What’s in a Name?

Teachers:  Make sure you take 10-15 minutes at the beginning of the class to go over mistakes on the board.  This is very important for students to get some corrective feedback from the last lesson. 

A. Warm Up (suggested):

Think of the most popular Christian names in your country and see if you can get the students to guess by playing hangman.  

OR

Get all of the students to think of 2 boys’ names and two girls’ names in French and see if they can think of their English equivalent and pronunciation.  This should be fun and could lead to a discussion about name connotations and popularity (i.e. Nicole is a very popular name in the UK amongst girls our age but in France it is for grannies! Edgar is apparently getting trendy in Nice…)
B. Reading

Get the students to read the following articles out loud, correcting pronunciation as they go.  Ask them their opinions of the articles as a follow up to the first discussion. .

1.Ellie is most popular girls' name in the UK

Ellie is most popular girls' name for babies born in 2004. 
The name has overtaken Chloe, which has topped the table for the past six years. 

But there was no change for boys. For the tenth year in a row the name Jack is the most popular boys' name, according to the survey. 

There was bad news for the name David - it's dropped out of the top 50 for the first time in more than 60 years. 

David is now in 52nd place along with the name John. 

Ruby is on the rise 

The top five boys' names are the same as last year, with Joshua, Thomas, James and Daniel following Jack, in the survey done by a company which makes baby products. 

Still with boys, the name Sam is on the up, going from number 49 to 37, while the name Samuel is also getting more popular, rising to number 13. 

And for girls the name Ruby is becoming really popular, up 33 places from 64. 

2. Max is most popular name for pets 

Max has been voted the most popular name in Britain - if you're an animal! 
Vets charity PDSA found the top three names for animals from chinchillas to Chihuahuas were Max, Ben and Charlie. 

The survey was taken from records of 300,000 pets treated by vets in 2004, and included animals like dogs, cats, rabbits and budgies. 

The most popular name for dogs was Ben, while cats were most likely to be called Tigger. Top name for rabbits was Thumper and for budgies, Joey was a fave. 

Liza Randall, PDSA spokesperson commented on how many names more usually associated with humans were used for pets. 

"This reflects the important role that pets have in our lives as a cherished addition to the family," she said

C. Questions for Discussion, if there is Time.  

· What's the most beautiful girl's name you've heard? 

· What's the best boy's name you've heard? 

· How did your parents choose your name? 

· Are you happy with your name? 

· If not, why not?

What are some of the most common names for boys and girls in your country? 

What are some really unusual names you've heard? 

Are there any names you absolutely hate? 

· If so, what are they? 

· Why do you hate them?

Do you think names shape our personality? To what degree? 

· Does your name have a meaning? 

· If so, what does it mean?

· Do you have a middle name? 

· What is it? 

· If you have multiple middle names, what are they?

· In your culture, when you introduce yourself, does the last name come first or the first name? 

· Other wordings: ... does the surname come first? / ... does your family name come first?

Do you have a nickname? 

· If so, what is it? 

· How did you get it? 

· Do you like it? 

· What are some interesting nicknames that you have heard?

How many letters are in your name? 

· How many syllables are in your name? 

· Does your first name have the same number of syllables as your last name? 

· How many duplicate letters are in your name?

What do you think of people who name their children after months, seasons or days of the week? 

· What do you think of parents who make up unique names for their children?

Some parents give their children names in alphabetical order. Do you think this is a good idea? What was the name of your first girlfriend or boyfriend? 

· Have you ever dated two different people with the same first name?

What are some titles you can think of? (e.g. Mr., Mrs., Professor, Duke etc.

Week 8 TPO – Nostalgia

Memento show and tell
Tell the students to find an object in their bag, or in their pockets, with a story attached to it. It could be something with a sentimental significance, or from somewhere special. Give an example with something you have with you. Let them talk in pairs for a bit first. Then go round and hear everyone’s stories. Go over the relevant vocab afterwards.

Photographic memory

First go over the photos as a group, getting the students to describe what is happening in the photos, so they have the necessary vocabulary. Then:
· Look at the pictures. Which of these most reminds you of your childhood?

· Pick a picture, and guess which one your partner will pick. Were you right?

· Tell your partner why you chose that picture. What stories does it bring to mind? 
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Week 9 TPO – Communication

Game 

Get the students to face away from the board. Draw a picture up there. As you draw it, describe what you are drawing, e.g. “In the middle I’m drawing a house with two windows. There are three clouds in the sky. In front of the house to the right is a big tree…” The students have to try and draw the exact same drawing by following your instructions. When you have finished, compare results. Then maybe one of the students could give the instructions.

- Point out that maybe communication difficulties caused some of the problems – this class is going to be about communication.

Brainstorm
List as many means of communication as you can. Encourage them to come up with some obscure ones as well as the obvious: talking, a letter, leaving someone a note, e-mail, internet chat, text message, phone call, mobile phone, sign language, body language, facial expression, radio, TV, fax, voicemail, carrier pigeon… Get students to discuss which means they use most often, and which means they prefer.

Discussion – Mobile Phones: Use or Abuse?

· Do you have a mobile phone?

· Work in pairs to discuss the main reasons you use your phone.

· Interview your partner. Put a “1” next to the most common reason they use their phone, a “2” next to the next most common reason, and so on up to “6” for the least common reason.

Let the students interview each other and then talk through the results as a class.

	Reason
	How common?
	Conversation / text message?

	To let someone know where you are
	
	

	To flirt with someone
	
	

	To arrange to meet someone
	
	

	Just to say hello
	
	

	To find out if someone is OK
	
	

	To chat to someone you don’t usually see
	
	


Article: Go over vocab and let them discuss the questions in groups.

Email becomes “huge burden” to computer users

Researchers have concluded email has become an increasing burden on computer users – with the power to ruin their personal lives. A study of 26,000 users claims to have found the existence of Pre and Post-Mail Tension (PPMT), which derives from misunderstanding emails and the fear that private messages could be circulated around the office.

According to the Yahoo! Mail survey, 52% say they struggle to interpret personal emails, 12% admitted having an argument with a friend over an email misunderstanding, and 2% said they’d broken up with a partner over email misinterpretation. Other findings include 28% live in fear of personal emails being sent to the boss by mistake, and 61% of workers are afraid of a friend forwarding personal emails which then spread like wildfire online. Researchers say PPMT was noticeable amongst those who used email as a flirting tool.

Three-quarters of people questioned admitted to using email to impress people they fancy. Women even preferred to make the first contact with those they fancied by email. The survey also revealed 64% had problems concentrating if waiting for an email reply from someone they liked, 51% wasted time constantly checking for a reply, and 35% confessed stalling while struggling and agonising over a witty reply to impress the recipient.
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· Which of these e-mail problems can you identify with?

· Why do you think e-mails cause so many communication problems?

· Would you consider e-mail as a way of making contact with someone you fancied? Why?

Week 10 TPO - Clothes

Teachers:  Make sure you take 10-15 minutes at the beginning of the class to go over mistakes on the board.  This is very important for students to get some corrective feedback from the last lesson. 

A. Warm  Up(suggested)

Ask students to think of words and expression to do with clothes and fashion.  If they get stuck for ideas, they could suggest:

Model

Designer
Catwalk
Fashion Victim
Style

You could also go over some basic or more unusual articles of clothing, or some British/US equivalents, such as tights/panty hose.   

B. Get students to read the following passages(out loud, correcting pronunciation as they go).  Ask them what they think of the opinions expressed to make sure they understand the articles.

1. British boys are becoming dedicated followers of fashion. 
A survey has revealed that chaps are more concerned than girls about designer labels and less bothered about how much they pay to look good. 

About 50% of the men in the 1,000-person survey said they had bought an item of designer clothing in the past year, compared to 44% of females. 

A total of 56% of females sniffed at the price of designer clothes, while just 47% of males felt the same. 

Fashion experts say style icons like David Beckham have contributed to the men's designer wear market increasing by 24% in the past four years. 

It's now estimated to be worth £613m, up from £493m in 1999. 

"High-profile male celebrities have clearly played their part, making it acceptable for men to take care of the way they look," said one analyst. 


2. A fifth of pupils have skipped school because they're worried about fashion, a survey's shown. 

Loads of kids admitted they'd been really upset after bullying or teasing about their clothes or the way they look. 

The survey found: 

· One in five teenagers had bunked off purely because of their looks 

· Three quarters of children have had nasty comments about their clothes 

· A third refused to take part in class discussions because of the way they looked.

A group of 200 school children took part in an experiment as part of the survey. They were given special lessons on body language, looks and how to cope with teasing. 

After six months, bullying in these groups had dropped by two thirds and most of the children had better self-confidence. 


C. Discussion questions
When was the last time you got dressed up? 

· Why? 

· How often do you get dressed up? 

· Do you like to get dressed up?

· Where are some good stores to buy clothes in this area? Where do you usually buy clothes? Would you like to be a fashion model? 

· What would you think of a women who cut off all her hair and went around bald as a fashion statement? 

· What do you think of a man who is bald for fashion's sake? 

· What do you think of women who wear short mini-skirts? 

· What do you think of people who always and only wear black? 

· What do you think of people with tattoos? 

· Do you have a tattoo? 

· Do you know someone with a tattoo?

· What do you think of people with body piercings? 

· Do you have pierced ears? 

· Would you pierce other parts of your body?

· What would you think of a high school student who always wore very conservative clothes? 

· What type of clothing do you wear when you are angry and you want to express yourself? 

· What colours do you choose to wear when you are happy? 

· Would you dress the same as you do in your country if you went to another country for a visit? 

· Do you dress the same when you are depressed as you do when you are very happy?

· In your opinion, in which country do people dress the best?  

Week 11 TPO - Politics

Activity A: Who does what?

Discuss in pairs to match the British Cabinet position to an example of the task they may be faced with:

Prime Minister





reorganising the cabinet

Chancellor of the Exchequer



drawing up the annual Budget

Home Secretary




reducing crime on the streets

Defence Secretary




organising the armed forces 

Environment Minister




addressing problems of pollution 

Education Secretary




co-ordinating A-levels

Activity B: Press Conference

· Go over the statements as a class for vocab/expressions.

· Split the class in half – half are the politicians, who will be defending their statements, and the other half are journalists, who will be attacking the politicians for their statements.

· Within each half, make three groups – environment, foreign affairs, and home affairs. For example, in the politicians group there will be Environment Ministers to defend the statements, and in the journalists group there will be some Environment Correspondants to question each Minister.

· Give students ten minutes to prepare for the interview, working together.

· Make up groups of 6, each with a politician and a journalist from each section.

· Go around listening and give feedback after the “press conferences”.

· You could finish the activity as a class by asking each pair to argue one of the points in front of the rest of the class. Ask other students to comment on the arguments presented.

Environment Minister

1. You own three cars, one of which is a Ferrari. 

2. You were seen dropping litter in a park.

3. When asked what you thought about Greenpeace you were quoted as saying, 'I believe that plants have as much right as humans to receive absolution.' 

4. You own shares in McDonalds who are responsible for cutting down large sections of the rainforest. 

5. Earlier in your career you served in the Navy, where you took part in nuclear testing. 

Foreign Minister

1. On a visit to Latin America you were quoted as saying, 'I wish I had studied Latin at school then I might be able to understand you guys.'

2. You thought East Timor was in Scotland. 

3. In America you thought that the Vice President was a waiter and asked him to get you some tea. 

4. When asked your opinion on China you were quoted as saying, 'I don't know much about the country but the people make great servants. Very hard-working. 

5. In a recent interview with the French Foreign Minister you offended him and he called you 'xenophobic' to which you replied, 'Sorry, I don't speak French.' 

Education Secretary

1. You talk about the importance of state schools but both your children attend private schools. 

2. On a visit to a school in Hackney (a deprived area) you were quoted as saying 'I've never met so many ill-mannered children; they should be placed in a borstal.' 

3. When asked about increasing class sizes in schools you replied '25, 35 - what's the difference?' 

4. You were quoted as saying, 'Mixed schools are a bad idea because the girls distract the boys.' 

5. When a Cambridge professor allowed his students to use American spelling you said, 'This man should be sacked for a lack of patriotism, he obviously has no love of language.' 

Politicians

You are about to be interviewed by a journalist who has a reputation for embarrassing politicians and exposing their faults. I f this interview goes badly you could be in danger of losing your job. Luckily someone who works for you managed to steal a copy of the journalists’ notes. You have ten minutes to think about the questions that the journalist is likely to ask you and to think of suitable answers that will hopefully save your job.

Journalists

You are about to interview a top politician and are keen to expose he/she as being inadequate for the job they do. The government has been under increasing pressure recently and cannot afford any more mistakes. You have worked very hard gathering information that these politicians would like to forget. This is your big chance to enhance your reputation and further your career.
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