1LEA SPEAKING CLASS TEACHER PACK  Semester 1, 2004
Speaking Presentation Sign Up Sheet
Remember, students work in pairs.   Maximum 2 presentations per day!

Group Number/Section: __________

Week               

Name



Topic 

           Date

Week 4 


1_________________
_________

_____

Nov 15/19


2_________________
_________

_____

Week 5 


1_________________
_________

_____

Nov 22/26


2_________________
_________

_____

Week 6 


1_________________
_________

_____

Nov 29/ Dec 3


2_________________
_________

_____

Week 7


1_________________
_________                  _____

Dec 6/10


2_________________            _________                  _____

Week 8 


1_________________
_________

_____

Dec 13/17


2_________________     
_________

_____

Week 9 


1_________________ 
_________

_____

Jan 3/7                               2_________________

_________

_____

         *************************************************************
Group Number/Section:__________

Week               

Name



Topic 


Date

Week 4 


1_________________
_________

_____

Nov 15/19


2_________________
_________

_____

Week 5 


1_________________
_________

_____

Nov 22/26


2_________________
_________

_____

Week 6 


1_________________
_________

_____

Nov 29/ Dec 3


2_________________
_________

_____

Week 7


1_________________
_________                  _____

Dec 6/10


2_________________            _________                  _____

Week 8 


1_________________
_________

_____

Dec 13/17


2_________________     
_________

_____

Week 9 


1_________________ 
_________

_____

Jan 3/7                               2_________________

_________

_____

FEEDBACK
Giving feedback to the students is very important so they can actually see where they’ve made mistakes and be able to correct themselves in the future. Throughout these speaking class activities when the students have to prepare conversations in little groups it is important to walk around the class and to write down mistakes that they are making. We suggest making a list of errors you hear, then to correcting them on the white board with the students. Ask them if they see what is wrong with the sentence you’ve written on the board. This should help them learn not to make the same language/grammar error twice. Remember, being told what is correct and being able to get it right yourself are two different things: students will repeat mistakes that you have pointed out to them – this is just an unfortunate fact about second language acquisition.
It would also be a good idea to keep these sentences in mind (or in a notebook), and maybe start off the NEXT speaking class by asking them if they remember the errors that were made in the previous class. Hopefully this will plant the seed of speaking correctly in the future. 
PRESENTATION FEEDBACK

After the presentations this semester please give each student a little piece of paper with some feedback about their speaking, accent and grammar on it. It is important to give them this feedback right after their presentation while they still have their presentation fresh in their mind. It is useless to give them feedback 2 weeks later because by then they’ll have probably forgotten everything they said.   
** During the presentations you could also assign the audience to listen for a) content (ask question after), b) fluency/communication (body language etc), c) grammar and pronunciation.

**Note to teachers: don’t give out number grades during the semester – only specific feedback on presentations.  You won’t know until Christmas who you are likely to pass or fail, since you won’t have got used to our grading system, and will still be sorting out different levels of student (e.g. 1LEA compared with 3LCE). So try not to give any kind of feedback which indicates whether the student is passing or failing.
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Speaking Class WEEK ONE October 25th/29th 
This is your chance to introduce the Speaking Class element of this course to your students, even though you will still be sorting out administrative stuff, new students, etc.

In this course, the first 2 Speaking classes are intro classes.  At the end of Speaking Class WEEK FOUR, students need to have selected a partner, topic, and date for their one and only presentation.
Therefore, here are our suggestions for how to run your first two Speaking (Intro) classes, beginning with Class One:

Step One:  Conduct an ice-breaker activity with your students.  This may be whatever your favourite ice breaker is.  We suggest simply listing on the board some general “get to know you” questions, having students pair up, and find out a lot about each other (in English!) during a 7-10 minutes (or so) chat time.  Then have them individually report back to the class about their partner.  This may take altogether up to 35-45 minutes depending on the size of your class.

We suggest this activity or something similar where the students get to find out a little bit about each other BECAUSE they have to choose another classmate to be their presentation partner!

You can first answer these questions about yourself to start the ball rolling and tell the students about you!      Question suggestions:    

Are you from Nice?

What is your first language?

What did you do this summer?

How many languages do you speak?

What countries have you travelled to?  …have you lived in?

Do you ever have an opportunity to speak English someplace other than school?

Why are you studying English? 

Do you know what you might do someday after university? 

Other options:  How old are you?  Are you married?  Do you have children?  Do you have any brothers and sisters?

Step Two:  Give each of your students the one page Speaking Handout.  Point out to them the goals of this part of the course listed on that handout, focusing on the goal of improving their fluency in oral expression and providing them extensive practice in spoken English. Explain to them that this year the department is expanding this section. Unlike last year, the TP Oral classes will be held ONCE A WEEK, instead of every-other week.  
Now go over with them the idea that they will do a presentation in this class with a partner.  This presentation will be on a specific theme or topic that is somehow related to something they will have covered in one of the Listening Classes.  Tell them to open their Main Student Pack and look at the list of Speaking Class Topics suggested there.  

Give them all a minute or two to look over the list.  Tell them to pick one or two alternatives that they would be interested in doing a presentation on and to think about it, and keep it in mind for when they will have to choose something.  No rush for this today, since the first class with a presentation in it is not until Week 4. 
SPEAKING CLASS WEEK TWO November 1st/5th 
 
This class is another ‘intro’ class for the students. First begin by describing their oral presentations to them (below). 
Second- Included are some activity suggestions. You may use these suggestions, or create your own activities. If you have time left over after doing all activities, please refer to the “ACTIVITIES WHEN THERE IS EXTRA TIME’ section.
Speak to them generally about the parts of a 1LEA presentation.  
You will show them more specifically what you want next Speaking Class, but in the interest of time on the first day of Speaking Class, you can give them GENERAL ideas of what requirements are below:  

· Set-up time – cannot be more than 2 minutes or so (writing things on the board, setting up visual aides, whatever).

· Introduction – see handout.  Emphasize that there should be a clear introduction and not just immediately jumping into the body of the presentation – i.e.  Perhaps why they chose the topic, or something to get their audiences attention, etc.

· Main Body – NO READING.  Note cards only.  Not too many facts & figures to bore the audience.  

· Interactive Activity – Specify that next Speaking Class you will give them ideas for this – what are some options for activities with your classmates?  

Tell your students to read their Speaking Handout before next class.  You can tell them that next class you will more specifically outline what you expect from a good presentation. (In fact, you yourself will do a good one as an example, but they don’t need to know that yet).
************************************************************************ 

Activity #1: (approx. 30 minutes) 

Get to know your classmates! PROVE IT!
Instructions: Your task is to find out whether the following statements are true or false. You will need to get up and move around the class to ask people about their experiences; ask one follow-up question each time. After finding out the information you need, you will report back to the class – so make a few notes! 
There is someone in the class who has never smoked.
No one in the class speaks more than three languages.
Someone in the class always gets up early.

Someone exercises everyday.
More than three people play a musical instrument.
Everyone in the class has kissed an Englishman. 

Someone plays tennis.
Two people in the room have ever broken their arm.
No-one in the class has spent more than a year in an English-speaking country.

The average age of people in the class is 21.

At least one person in the class owns neither a television nor a mobile phone. 

Most people have a car.
Less than seven people walk to school everyday. 

Most people have more than one brother or sister.

Someone is vegetarian. 

Most people in the class are from Nice.

Activity  #2: (#2, 3, 4 & 5 are related activities. Approx 30 minutes). 
Teachers make small pieces of paper, and write one of the following statements on each: 

I LOVE CHOCOLATE



I LIKE LISTENING TO MUSIC

I LIKE ALCOHOL 




I LIKE TO SING

I LIKE DANCING




I HAVE BEEN TO ENGLAND


I SPEAK A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

I GO HIKING

I AM AN ONLY CHILD


I HAVE BEEN TO NORTH AMERICA 

I HAVE BEEN TO A FOOTBALL MATCH            I LIKE PHOTOGRAPHY 

I HAVE MY DRIVERS LICENCE 


 I WATCH STAR ACADEMIE 

I HAVE MET A FAMOUS PERSON 

I LIKE SHOPPING

* You may not use all these statements depending on how many students there are in your class and of course you may add some funny ones of your own if you wish! 

Activity #3:

Get the students to go around the room and find somebody who matches the statement, and swap statements until everyone in the room has a true statement about themselves. (This may require some perseverance and you may need to change some of the original statements towards the end of this activity if some students cannot find a match). 

Activity #4: (in pairs, they select one of their two topics to use). 
Ask the students to brainstorm for 3-4 minutes about the statement. Tell them to write down anything that pops into their head regarding the subject. Suggestions:

If they like something; 
why they like it?







How often they do it?




Have they won any competitions relating to the hobby?
                              ***
If they saw a movie or have been somewhere;




When?





Why did they go?





How many times?





Likes/dislikes about the place/film?
Activity #5: (with their partner). 

Get the students to organize all their ideas into three groups, an introduction, a main ‘development’ section, and a conclusion, as if they were to do a presentation on this subject. 
INTRO: Why do they like/dislike their topic?
MAIN PART: Extra info, links to other subject areas, the plot of the film/book, the result of the football match for example, knowledge of the subject. 
CONC: Some kind of interactive activity.
Activity #6: 
Announce to the students that they will each now present their presentation plan to the class. The ‘presentation’ should only last a couple minutes, just enough time to familiarize each student with what it feels like to stand up in front of the rest of the class and talk! 
FEEKBACK, eye contact, fluency, not reading, interaction with audience…  

SPEAKING CLASS WEEK 3 November 8th/12th     

You have 3 objectives in this hour:

1. Model a good presentation style

2. Get students to do mini practice presentations

3. Get students in pairs to sign up for a presentation date

Objective 1:  Your Model Presentation

WE SUGGEST NOT TELLING THE STUDENTS YOU ARE ABOUT TO DO AN EXAMPLE OF A PRESENTATION!!

Before class, read the following brief article about “Happiness”.

Happiness is all in the genes, say scientists

The secret of happiness lies mainly in our genes, according to the latest research.  Scientists listed the top 10 factors governing happiness and found having a genetic propensity to happiness ranked highest.  Marriage came second and having a wide circle of valued friends was third, the study in the New Scientist magazine found.  Not expecting or desiring too much came fourth, followed by doing someone a good turn and having faith, which was sixth in the list.  The other keys to happiness were to stop comparing your looks with others, earn more money and grow old gracefully.  Little evidence was found linking intelligence with happiness.

Story filed: 08:27 Thursday 2nd October 2003 www.ananova.com
Begin class by asking your students what they think is the secret to happiness.

Next, direct a short discussion as you wish based on the class dynamic and what they say.

Now tell them you have read an article which cites a very recent scientific study listing the top ten factors governing happiness.   Write them on the board and check their comprehension of the vocabulary as you go along.

1. Genetic propensity (this means being genetically more inclined to be happy – i.e. less inclined to be unhappy or depressed)

2. Marriage

3. Having a wide circle of valued friends

4. Not desiring too much

5. Doing someone a good turn

6. Having faith (religion)

7. Stop comparing your looks with others

8. Earn more money

9. Grow old gracefully

10. Intelligence

Conclude by summing up what science says is most important to happiness versus perhaps what you personally think about this list.

Now you do the ‘interactive activity’ part of your presentation.  Split your class into groups of 2 or 3.  Ask them to review the list and decide whether or not they agree with the ranking of these 10 factors and if they can think of any other ‘factors’ governing happiness that are not on this list.  Give them 2 minutes to do this.  Then have each group give their opinion to the group as a whole.  

THIS ENTIRE ‘HAPPINESS’ THING SHOULD NOT TAKE ANY MORE THAN 10 MINUTES OR SO.  KEEP IT MOVING!!  Remember, this is just for you to show them how to do a presentation!

After this activity, you can NOW inform your students that you have just done a presentation!!!!  Point out the different parts of your presentation:

· Introduction – in this case, you asked them a opinion question to generate discussion on a specific topic

· Main Body – again, in this case, you presented facts that you had found related to this specific topic and used visual aides (the board) to help your audience grasp the vocabulary and its meaning.

· Conclusion – you restated what you had presented and gave your own opinion.

· Interactive Activity – you had prepared something for everyone in the class to participate in involving them speaking to each other and the group as a whole (in English)!!  This activity furthermore involved them in some fashion using the information you had presented in the presentation itself.

Here is your chance to ensure that your students are CLEAR on what you expect from them regarding their presentations.  Emphasize there are 4 parts, and that they need to have all 4 in their presentations.  Also emphasize creativity and teamwork with their partner.  If they haven’t really practiced with their partner, it will be obvious to you!!

Review simple things like eye contact, not fidgeting too much, not looking only at the teacher, and paying attention while your partner is speaking!!!!  Also point out bringing in visual aides, using the board, props, etc that can help them clarify the things they are stating in their presentations.

Finally, remind students of two important facts:  they have a very strict time limit and if they are not well organized and prepared they will lose valuable time.   Second, they cannot do a presentation which has been written out word for word.  Note cards only are allowed. 

Objective 2:  STUDENT MINI PRACTICE PRESENTATIONS

Pair students up.  They can choose or you can do it.  Make one group of three if it is an odd number in the class, or have someone work alone.  Give each group a ‘topic’ to do a mini-practice presentation.  Here are a variety of suggestions: (you can just walk around the room and tell each pair what their topic is)

· Marrying young is a good idea – yes or no?

· Marrying someone from a different country is a good idea – yes or no?

· Having the Internet in every household is a good idea – yes or no? 

· Taking time off before going to university is a good idea – yes or no?

· Dogs are mans best friend – yes or no?

· Watching TV is a waste of time – yes or no?

· Everyone should speak at least two languages fluently – yes or no?

· English is the most powerful language on the planet

· Americans are loud and demanding tourists – yes or no?

· Sports should be mandatory at university – yes or no?

· LEA students should have to spend one year abroad – yes or no?

· Recycling is it a good idea – yes or no?

· Living in the city is the best choice – yes or no?

· Add your own ideas!!!!!!!

They do NOT need to do the interactive activity part of the presentation in this exercise – there just isn’t enough time! Tell them each partner must speak for 1 minute. KEEP THIS MOVING – If you have 20 kids, you will need 20 minutes just for them to get up and speak for 1 minute each.  

Give them no more than 5 minutes to prepare their mini presentations.  Then get them up and doing it.  Watch the clock and make sure you get everybody thru the process.  Leave yourself at least 5 minutes at the end to give feedback on good and bad things you saw – ask them what they saw that they thought matched the requirements or what you said they need to do!  In theory, no one will be able to do what you really want in such a short amount of time, but the goal is they all get up and speak in front of the class and work together on this.

Objective 3 SIGNING STUDENTS UP FOR REAL PRESENTATIONS
Students should have read the handout you gave them at the beginning of the semester and decided on a topic of interest to them.  Hopefully they may already have a partner, but there are always the loners who won’t have anyone yet.  You need to facilitate getting those oddballs together and everyone has to pick a date and topic.  No one is allowed to present on the same topic – however two pairs may present on very different aspects of a similar theme for example: one pair might present on vacationing in Ireland, while another pair might present on how to prepare yourself for a perfect vacation in an Anglophone country.  These are based on the same idea of “vacations” which is listed as a topic for presentations, but clearly are NOT repetitive.  Just make sure that no two pairs do the same thing exactly.  

NO GROUPS OF THREE IF YOU CAN HELP IT.  Why?  Because it will not be easy for you to keep track of 3 different peoples’ mistakes, etc during a 15 minute presentation.  Discourage this, maybe there is one student who would work alone, or you can do a group of three – it is YOUR choice.

Interactive Activity Ideas for Presentations

You will need to give students some ideas for their interactive activity.  Here are some examples of possible interactive activities that students can draw from for their presentations:

· Charades:  The presenters prepare various words or expressions thematically linked to their topic and write them on slips of paper.  Each student in the class must take a turn acting out the word or expression that appears on his or her slip of paper while the others try to guess what he or she is trying to imitate.  The presenters may divide the class up into teams.
· Pictionary:  The presenters prepare slips of paper with vocabulary words linked to their topic.  Then they divide the class into teams.  The first team to go must pick someone to draw.  Then the presenters show that person a word and he or she must try to draw it while his or her teammates try to call out the correct word.  If they guess correctly, they win a point.  At the end, the team with the most points wins.
· Debates:  The presenters bring up a controversial topic.  They divide the class in half.  **A debate needs to be organized and structured – an interactive activity that is a debate cannot simply be “now debate what you think about this topic”.  That is NOT a facilitated interactive activity.  The presenters need to give each team a side – for or against whatever the matter at hand is.  The presenters could give them some ideas for some main points.  Then the teams prepare a certain amount of points to support their argument.  
· Flashcards, Quizzes, Scattergories

· Jeopardy:  The presenters must prepare answers (not questions) based on vocabulary or anything having to do with their topic in advance.  The presenters divide the class into small groups and distribute different answers written on cards to each group.  Then in their groups, the students write up questions to accompany those answers.  Then the groups compete with each other, each group asking the other groups the questions they have prepared.  If a group answers a question correctly they win a point.  If a group stumps everyone they win a point.  When all of the questions are used up, the group with the most points for questions answered correctly wins.
· Role Plays – Presenters create scenarios with characters and assign different “roles” to other students in groups of 3 or so.  Each little group has to then improvise and act out their characters.  
· Games of any sort that are appropriate and adapted to their topic and a reasonable time limit.

· YOUR IDEAS TOO!   Interactive activities are many and varied.  You as a teacher may have some great ideas, and you will be surprised at what some of your more motivated students will come up with!

ACTIVITY REMINDER:  They don’t have “forever” to explain their activity to the rest of the students, so they need to be prepared and clear as they direct the class into their activity.  Teachers may need to jump in here to clarify that the rest of the class knows what is expected of them and get things started.  If the presenters’ English is poor, the other students may not understand what they are supposed to do!
SPEAKING CLASS WEEK FOUR November 15th/19th  
First set of presentations today.  If after the presentation the students are really into the topic and have a lot to say about it, try to keep it going and have an open discussion. If they have nothing to say and need motivation here is an activity you could do with them. (Or do any activity included in the final pages of this pack). 

THE TELEPHONE: (Suggested activity for today after the presentations).


Explain to the students that the telephone is an important tool for personal, school, and business use because of the rapid communication it permits. Therefore, there is need to reinforce personal speaking and listening abilities regarding telephone communication. 

Before starting the activity the students could brainstorm some telephone words and ideas about basic telephone etiquette to generate a list such as the following: (for you to write on the white board).


Examples: 

(Words)
Receiver, phone cord, keys, redial, ring, dial tone, busy signal, answering machine, toll-free calling, taking a message, speakerphone, hold button, putting a phone call on hold, memory dial, hang up, etc, etc…  (Plus any other words they know in English with regard to the telephone). 
(Ideas)
· answer the telephone as quickly as possible 
· identify yourself immediately when receiving or placing a call 
· keep the call brief and the talk relevant 
· show respect for the listener's time and give full attention to the conversation 
· offer to take a message if the call is for another person and record the message in writing 
· treat every caller politely and professionally 
· be helpful and co-operative
Now divide the class into groups of two, one student will act out the roll of the caller, and the other the recipient of the phone call.  Give them 5 minutes to create a mock telephone conversation with their partner. Have the students sit back to back- this will make the conversation seem more like a real phone conversation because they can’t see their partners facial expressions or make eye contact with them. 
** While they are preparing their dialogue walk around the room and jot down any English ‘mistakes’ that you may hear. Write down any language/grammar mistakes you heard on the board so the students can correct themselves before presenting their dialogue to the class. (Try not to point out specific people you heard making mistakes, just make it a general comment about how you heard “these little errors” while walking around). 
Start next class by re-writing the mistakes on the board and going over them again. 

Give each group a different phone situation. Here is a list of ideas- add your own if you think of any others. (Tell the students to be creative and to make the phone conversation last at least 1-2 minutes!). 

· Caller calling Internet Company to sign up for service. 

· Caller calling restaurant to make a Dinner reservation.
· Caller calling about an ad in the newspaper to rent an apartment. 

· Caller calling to make an appointment with the dentist.
· Caller calling Airline Company to inquire about flights to the UK.
· Caller calling to inquire about and reserve concert tickets.

· Caller calling the University to inquire about registration.
· Caller calling to order a Carlone Pizza (more than 3 toppings!) 

· Caller calling the ANPE to look for employment.

· Caller calling plumber to come fix a leak in their studio. 


Now have each group do their mock phone conversation in front of the group. Have the class give input on their dialogue. 
SPEAKING CLASS WEEK 5 November 22nd/26th 
Review language/grammar mistakes from the previous speaking class. 

Presentations today.
If after the presentation the students are really into the topic and have a lot to say about it, try to keep it going and have an open discussion. If they have nothing to say and need motivation here is an activity you could do with them. (Or do any activity included in the final pages of this pack). 


DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS: (Suggested activity for today after the presentations).
This activity is intended to practice students' overall speaking skills as they are given a procedure or situation they must describe to their classmates. For example, you could ask a student to describe how to tie his/her shoelaces or how to make spaghetti. Their partner must then guess what is being described. (Groups of 2) 

Here is a list of other possible ‘things’ they could describe (get them to describe the procedure by using all the words they know related to the situation):
 

- washing the dishes/washing up
 - making a pizza

 - playing soccer/football

 - writing an email 

 - watering a plant

 - making their bed

 - studying for exams
 - walking the dog
 - shopping for groceries
 - Have the students make up some situations as well. 

** While they are in their groups of 2 walk around the room and jot down any English ‘mistakes’ that you may hear. When the activity is over write down any language/grammar mistakes on the board. See if the students can correct them.

Start the next class by re-writing the mistakes on the board and see if they remember how to correct their mistakes. 

SPEAKING CLASS WEEK 6 November 29th/December 3rd  
Go over any language/grammar mistakes from the previous class. 

Presentations today.


If after the presentation the students are really into the topic and have a lot to say about it, try to keep it going and have an open discussion. If they have nothing to say and need motivation here is an activity you could do with them. (Or do any activity included in the final pages of this pack). 


WHERE WAS I? : (Suggested activity for today after the presentations).
Here is a language game which allows students to learn a little more about each other while practicing the past tense and question formation. One student asks the class, ex: "Where was I yesterday at 5:30?" The rest of the class must then ask questions to try to determine where that student was and possibly what she or he was doing. They are permitted 10 questions to try to find the answer. You should suggest that they begin with broad questions then narrow their scope. Example: Were you in the province? Did you do the activity alone? Etc.
Continue writing down common language/grammar errors and correct them with the students. 
SPEAKING CLASS WEEK December 6th/10th   
Review any common mistakes from last class. 

Presentations today.
If after the presentation the students are really into the topic and have a lot to say about it, try to keep it going and have an open discussion. If they have nothing to say and need motivation here is an activity you could do with them. (Or do any activity included in the final pages of this pack). 

LOOK WHO’S TALKING: (Suggested activity for today after the presentations).
Dozens of discussion topics to be done variously as a whole class, in small groups, or in pairs.

Ask students to line up in the class according to a certain pattern (listed below). In order to do so, it will be necessary to speak to each other (IN ENGLISH ONLY!) to determine their relative positions. Possible patterns: alphabetical order (by last name), what time you got up this morning, what time you went to bed last night, how old you are, how tall you are, how many boyfriends/girlfriends you have had, how much money you have in your possession right now, etc.
* Keep up the habit of correcting their language and grammar by jotting down errors and correcting them with the whole class. 
SPEAKING CLASS WEEK 8 December 13th/17th  
Presentations today. 
If after the presentation the students are really into the topic and have a lot to say about it, try to keep it going and have an open discussion. If they have nothing to say and need motivation here is an activity you could do with them. (Or do any activity included in the final pages of this pack). 


FAMOUS PEOPLE CHARADES: (Suggested activity for today after the presentations).

Write the names of famous Anglophone people or characters on pieces of paper. You need to choose people whose voices, words or mannerisms are easy to imitate (for example, Bugs Bunny, George W. Bush, Rosie O-Donnell or Michael Jackson would work better than Aldous Huxley ☺). Split the students into teams. Each student chooses a piece of paper with a name written on it (without showing his/her teammates). He/she then has to make the students on his/her team guess the name by acting and speaking as the famous person would. If the student’s team guesses correctly, they get a point; if they guess incorrectly or don’t guess, the other team gets to try for a point. You might want to bring cheesy prizes for the winning team.
SPEAKING CLASS WEEK 9 January 3rd/7th 
Presentations today. 
If after the presentation the students are really into the topic and have a lot to say about it, try to keep it going and have an open discussion. If they have nothing to say and need motivation here is an activity you could do with them. (Or do any activity included in the final pages of this pack). 


FINISH THE SENTANCE: (Suggested activity for today after the presentations).

Read the beginnings of each of the following sentences aloud (one at a time, obviously!). Once you’ve read a partial sentence out loud, each student in the class must complete it truthfully (and correctly). You can either have them do it verbally on the spot (if they are up to it) or have them take 1 minute to jot down an answer and then read it. If any of the answers sparks discussion, don’t complain!

Sentences:

My best friend ... 

Last night ... 

I have never... 
I am scared when…

Politicians ... 

Parents... 
I once dreamt that ... 

Christmas ... 

I get really angry when... 
Some people ... 

Going on holiday ... 
Having my hair cut... 
Talking to a drunk ... 

Hippies ... 

A millionaire... 
When it rains, I ... 

Vegetarians ... 
Love...


I am happy when…
  
My Grandma…
My roommate
SPEAKING CLASS WEEK 10 January 10th/14th  
Presentations today. (For any students who missed their presentation, FOR A GOOD REASON!! ( ).   
SPEAKING ACTIVITIES WHEN THERE IS EXTRA TIME IN SPEAKING CLASSES AFTER PRESENTATIONS (Weeks 4 through 10)
Conversation Questions: Would you ever...? 


(10-30 minutes)

You should follow up most of these questions with a why or why not or with the question "In what situation(s) would you consider doing so?" to get the discussion going.  
· Would you ever adopt a child? 

· Would you ever give your child up for adoption?

· Would you ever cheat on your husband/wife? 

· Would you ever consider being a criminal? 

· Would you ever consider being a farmer? 

· Would you ever consider moving to Africa? 

· Would you ever consider getting plastic surgery? 

· Would you ever defy your boss if he/she asked you to do something you didn't agree with? 

· Would you ever donate a kidney or another vital organ? 

· Would you ever donate blood? 

· Would you ever drive a car if you had forgotten your license at home? 

· Would you ever drive at night with only one headlight? 

· Would you ever drive your car with a flat tire? 

· Would you ever eat rat meat? 

· Would you ever eat rice with sugar? 

· Would you ever feed the animals at the zoo? 

· Would you ever get hair implants? 

· Would you ever give money to a charity? 

· Would you ever give money to a panhandler? (a beggar) 

· Would you ever go skinny dipping? (swim naked) 

· Would you ever lie to your children? 

· ... to your husband/wife? 

· ... your boyfriend/girlfriend?

· Would you ever marry someone your parents didn't approve of? 

· Would you ever paint your living room black? 

· Would you ever pick up a hitchhiker? 

· Would you ever slap someone for something they said? 

· Would you ever smoke in a no smoking area? 

· Would you ever spank your child? 

· Would you ever steal from your family or friends? 

· Would you ever "take a bullet" for someone else? 

· Would you ever walk downtown without any shoes on your feet? 

· Would you ever walk home alone at night? 

· Would you eat a live cricket for $500? If not, how much would it take? 

· Would you divorce your husband/wife if your favorite celebrity wanted to marry you? 

· Would you ever pull over and help someone on the side of the road? 

· Do you think this could be dangerous to do?

· Would you ever say yes to someone even if you meant no? 

· Would you ever donate an organ in order to save other person's life?  

· Would you ever pretend to be someone (like a policeman, or a teacher, or a survey taker) just to get something that you wanted? 

Just a minute




(10 – 15 minutes)

Get out your watches!

Have each student write down five possible speaking topics (films, violence, dating, politics, whatever). Select a topic without looking, and count to 10 to give the first student a little time to think. Have this first student talk for one minute on the topic without repeating any content words (nouns, adjectives, adverbs, verbs) except “to have” and “to be” which can be repeated. The student must also not hesitate longer than three seconds or go off topic. If the player is successful, he or she gains two points. If another player notices a repetition, he or she can challenge the speaker by calling out “stop!” Stop the watch while the student explains why he/she has challenged. If the challenge is accepted, that challenger will take over from the speaker and the stopwatch will start again. The student speaking when one minute is reached will receive a point or prize. **If your shy students are not challenging the others, you can challenge, and then choose a student who must continue speaking for the minute.

Verbal Charades



(10 – 15 minutes)

Bring easily described words written on pieces of paper and (if you want) cheapie prizes.

If you have already done the previous game or if it bombs with the students, here is a simple verbal charades game to try. Choose some words that can be easily described, write them on note cards and bring them to class. Divide the students into two teams and invite a student from one of the teams to the front of the class. Ask him or her to choose one of the note cards (without looking). The student must make his teammates guess the word by describing it, and without ever saying the actual word himself. Teams get one point for correctly guessing their team member’s word. If they guess wrong or are unable to guess, the other team can guess and steal the point.

Warm-up/unprepared activities

Generalisations




(15 – 20 minutes)

Trigger students’ reactions by reading out all or some of the following list of (sometimes offensive) generalizations:

Married people are boring (ha! ha!)
Footballers are not intelligent. 

You can't be friends with your boss. 
Old people have no fun. 

Men are bad at languages. 

Young girls are brighter than young boys. 

Engineers and accountants are very rational people. 

Mathematics is for intelligent people. 
All politicians are corrupt. 

Rich people have a great life. 

People who talk a lot don't say much.

Top sports stars have fewer worries than most other workers. 

City people are more cultured than those from the country. 

Artists are different from most people. 
Poor people are happy in their own way.

Song Titles




(10 – 15 minutes)

Have the students supply you with the titles of some of their favourite songs. If the titles are in French, have them translate the titles into English. Write all of the titles on the board. You will need between 8 – 12 titles. Next, put the students into pairs and instruct them to use as many of the phrases on the board as possible, with no further editing, to construct a short conversation. They may add text around the titles, such as subjects, question words, etc., but the main text of the product should reflect the titles. 




Free Speaking





(10 – 15 minutes)

As you go around the room, each student must say ten things he or she has already done that day. The first student can say anything: I ate breakfast, I put on a sweater, I drove to school, I had Spanish class, I kissed my boyfriend, etc. The next student must do the same thing but he or she can't repeat anything the previous student has said. Continue around the room until all students have spoken. 

Strip Story





(10 – 15 minutes)

Find or write a very brief story with an equal number of sentences to your number of students. Write each sentence on a separate piece of paper. In class, hand the bits of paper out to the students. The students are not allowed to show each other their sentences, and must memorize them and hand the bits of paper back to you. Explain the task: “These sentences put together in the right order make up a story. Work out the correct sequence without writing anything down.” The students re-create the story (without your help and speaking only English, of course) and present their sequence to you.

Prepared speaking activities

Newspaper Report/Short story



(15 – 20 minutes)

Bring to class a large number of pictures and photos taken from newspapers and magazines. 

Divide your class into pairs. Each couple is given five pictures and must write a newspaper report or a short story linking the five pictures. Tape all the groups’ pictures to a wall. As each group reads its story, the other groups must guess which group of pictures fits each story. 

Creative Careers




(15 - 20 minutes)

Bring two sets of note cards for the class: one set will have professions (writer, gardener, professor, etc) written on them and one set will have workplaces (factory, hotel, stock exchange, design studio, etc.).

Put the students into pairs and have them decide which of them is going to be the employer and which is going to be the potential employee, then have each pair choose (without looking) a profession and a workplace. The students have to work together to create a scenario in which the employer, no matter how outrageous the combination of profession/workplace is, hires the potential employee. Once the students decide on their answers (you may want to allow them to take hand-written notes), have some of the pairs explain why the candidate thinks he/she is right for the job and the employer explain why he/she wants to hire the candidate. The scenarios can get quite creative if, for example, a lawyer is applying for work at a kindergarten or a pianist is applying for work in a mine.

Technology Discussion



(20 minutes)

Begin the discussion by dividing students into two groups. Have the first group answer the following question: How has modern technology improved people’s quality of life? Have the second group answer this next question: Has modern technology in any way decreased people’s quality of life? Give both groups 5 – 10 minutes to discuss and prepare their answers, and then ask them to present their opinions to the class. You can conclude the discussion by asking them: How has technology affected your life?
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