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SYLLABUS

Week 1
Oct 25/29
   Listen 1 – 
Halloween

Speak 1 – Intro Class

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 2 
Nov 1/5
   Listen 2 – Dio de los Muertos 
Speak 2 – Intro Class  
.........................................................………………...………………………………………

Week 3
Nov 8/12 
   Listen 3 – Queen’s Jubilee

Speak  3-   Happiness

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 4
Nov 15/19
   Listen 4 – The Pope in Lourdes
Speak 4 – PRES     

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 5
Nov 22/26
   Listen 5 – Thanksgiving Food
Speak 5 –  PRES             

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 6
Nov 29 Dec 3
   Listen 6 – Fishing Festival 
Speak 6 – PRES     
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 7 
Dec 6/10
   Listen 7 – Japanese Fireworks 
Speak 7 – PRES                       

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 8 
Dec 13/17
   Listen 8 – New Years Eve in Rio 
Speak 8 – PRES      

Christmas Vacation 2 weeks off!

………………………………………………………………………………………………                          
Week 9 
Jan 3/7
   Listen 9 – Welsh Wedding

Speak 9 – PRES     

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 10
Jan 10/14
   Listen 10 – Prac Exam

Speak 10 –    
………………………………………………………………………………………………

· A “Listening” class is exclusively listening to a recording and working on corresponding exercises to complete and discuss in class, unless otherwise noted (ex:  practice exam).

· A “Speaking” slot will be two parts:  There will be at least one presentation in each speaking class by one pair of presenters, including an interactive activity, lasting up to 15 minutes, followed by an analysis of the presentation and group feedback.  

With only one presentation scheduled, and time permitting, students will hear a short recording, either part of something you have already done or something new/related, followed by facilitated group discussion/activity.  

1LEA Oral English Course Requirements:  80 points Total

· Students will be required to take a one hour listening comprehension exam at the end of the semester.   Value of up to 20 POINTS.

· Students will be required to do one presentation, with a partner, in one of the available Speaking Classes.  This presentation has a value of up to 100 POINTS.

· Participation and attendance in both Listening and Speaking classes has a value of up to 10 POINTS as well.

Speaking Classes/Presentations:

Students will be asked to sign up for one of the Presentation slots with a partner.  If students are unprepared to present on their assigned day and are without a certified excuse, their lecteur/lectrice reserves the right to award them 0 out of 20 points and they may not be allowed to do their presentation another time.
SPEAKING TOPICS IDEAS for Student Presentations:


1: Halloween, Suspicions, Cults, Spooky stories, Traditions, Superstitions 
2: El Dio de los Muertos, Death Rituals in other countries
3: Queen Elizabeth, the Monarchy, Royal Celebrations

4: Lourdes, Pope John Paul II, Miracles, Spirits, Apparitions
5: Thanksgiving, History of Thanksgiving, Thanksgiving rituals
6: Cultural Festivals around the world, Fishing, Mexican Traditions, Mexican Music

7: Japanese traditions (pick one), Fireworks, Tourism in Japan 
8: Cultural festivals in Brazil, New Years traditions (pick one or two), vacationing in Brazil 

9: History of marriage, marriage ceremonies (pick a culture and talk about the ceremony from their country)…
PRESENTATION REQUIREMENTS:

Your presentation is completed with a partner but you are graded individually out of a score of 20 points.  

Your presentation should be about 15 minutes of actual talking time, this includes your introduction, main section, and the interactive activity you will conduct with your classmates. Your “set-up” time is not considered part of your presentation – if you need anything special for your presentation, you need to tell your lecteur/lectrice at least one week in advance.  Be prepared so your set-up time is minimal – a few minutes should be enough. 

DO:  

· Speak clearly, make eye contact with your classmates.

· Use note cards to help you follow your plan/outline.

· Use the board for statistics, new/unusual vocabulary, outlines.

· Plan an engaging and interesting interactive activity for your classmates.

· Come prepared and organized.

· Practice your presentation with your partner before class.

· Time your presentation.  Use all your timely wisely.

DO NOT:  

· Read your presentation. =  Failure   

· Memorize what you are going to say.

· Stare out the window while your partner is speaking.

· Forget your outline or materials.

· Forget to plan a good, clear activity that everyone can participate in.
FOR TEACHERS ONLY

Listening Classes

Each “Listening Class” will essentially be a “traditional” comprehension class.  It has a recording around which lessons are built.  There is always at least one pre-listening activity to get your students speaking and to get their minds thinking about the topic and vocabulary which will be part of the recording they are going to hear. 
Listening Classes have activities built into First and Second Listening.  Sometimes you listen to the whole recording twice, sometimes it is split into sections that you listen to each twice in a row.  Each lesson has some questions to use for post-listening discussion if you have time.

PLEASE REMEMBER:  Help your students develop listening strategies while working on these “comprehension” lessons.  Make sure they are actively listening and please give them time to read thru the activities before they hear the recordings, just like they do in the exam.  Help them to see ways they can search for synonyms and to try to understand words from their context or by thinking about cognates.  Your students may even need help with things that may seem rather obvious to you, such as:   taking notes, focusing on main ideas as opposed to details recognizing rhetorical devices such as announcing a plan, anticipating counterarguments, giving an example, making a list.  
Speaking Classes     See your TEACHER SPEAKING CLASS HANDOUT
Time will be a bit of a crunch in your first semester speaking classes.  Depending on the size of your classes, you may have two presentations scheduled per Speaking Class, in which case, you don’t have really any time for much of other activities.  In those cases, hopefully the presenters’ interactive activity will be good and will give everyone a chance to participate and speak!

However, for each Speaking class in your Teacher Handout, there is a least one activity suggestion to accompany the time slot in the event that you don’t have two presentations.  But do what inspires you or what comes naturally out of the flow of each class.  A debate or thoughtful discussion may happen naturally in some of your classes.  Also included is an activity bank of great ideas from other syllabi used in the past.  Turn to these when your presenters don’t show up, or when you have a smaller class and/or no one scheduled to present one day (very unlikely that this will be the case in the first semester).  The goal is always to get them more speaking time.

You can choose how to organize your classes, but we recommend starting with the students’ presentations in case your teacher-led activity (if you have time for one) happens to hit on points the presenters had planned to cover:  If you steal their thunder, they probably won’t be able to adapt, whereas you can always do something different.     

There should be approximately 25 mins in each speaking class for the each (paired) student presentation, inclusive of set-up, execution, interactive activity and you giving them feedback in front of the group.

LISTENING 1

1 LEA Semester 1
Halloween  

Pre-listening task: Vocabulary
Ask what the students know about the traditions of Halloween. Elicit “trick or treat”, “carve pumpkins” etc. Put the pictures (supplied in the pack) on the board, with the vocab marked underneath. Check pronunciation of difficult words.
Choose your Halloween costume by circling it below. Ask your partner questions about the costume to find out which one they have, for example, “do you have a hat?” They can only answer “yes” or “no”. When you have guessed correctly, swap over and let the other person guess.

Mummy
Pumpkin
Ghost

Witch

Frankenstein
Vampire

Werewolf
Skeleton
Alien

Bat                   Devil

Spider
Listening 1

The report is about things people buy for their house at Halloween. Match the object with what it does:

Answers:

Doormat
( Laughs/Cackles 




Giant crate
( Vibrates and moans



Candy dish 
( Moves away when you try to touch it




Spider

( Falls when you clap your hands





Door knocker
( Makes scary noises 


Listening 2

True or False? Justify your answer in a few words.

1. This report was on the day after Halloween. T – ended last night.

2. The giant crate is not too expensive. F – 2500 dollars!
3. The company has been going for over 50 years. T – started in 1952
4. Mechanical bats and flying witches are not as common now as they were when the company started. F – there were none when the company started
5. Some people celebrate Halloween in September. F – the costumes and decorations are in the stores in September.

6. You can buy tools especially for cutting into pumpkins. T – Martha Stewart ones.

Post-listening discussion: Ghosts

Discuss the following questions in small groups:

Do you believe in ghosts?

How much money would it take to make you sleep in a graveyard alone for a night?

Are you scared of spiders? Bats? The dark?

Are there monsters under your bed?

LISTENING 1

1 LEA Semester 1
Halloween TRANSCRIPT
http://www.npr.org/features/feature.php?wfID=1489471

The annual ritual of trick or treating ended last night but just when you thought it was safe to put away the candy and costumes Halloween just won’t die! For some people this is the weekend of the living dead, and just as NPR’s Wendy Coffman reports, it’s not just for kids anymore. (Sounds of cackling doormat). 

W: The cackling doormat is just one of the thousands of Halloween goodies on sale at Seattle Display and Costume Supply. For the big spender, twenty five hundred dollars will buy a giant crate that shakes and moans, you can only imagine what lurks inside! Maybe you prefer a candy dish that scoots away when you reach for it, or perhaps the adult-sized deviled egg costume. 

S: We have spiders that drop down when you clap your hands (She claps) 

W: Susan Carlton is the stores owner. 

S: Swizzle sticks and slimy door covers and slimy icky eyes. This is a door knocker (Scary sounds coming from doorknocker). 

W: Carlton’s family started this company in 1952. For the first 30 years or so the only costumes where plastic ones for kids, there were no mechanical bats, no flying witches. But today there is a special trade show with more than 400 vendors just for Halloween. Scott Cruman of the National Retail Federation says, Halloween is now the second biggest home decorating holiday of the year. 

Scott: Baby boomers are now very much involved in why Halloween is becoming popular they are rediscovering the holiday through their kids, but of course marketing people have a lot to do with this too.

W: Halloween is now its own season, costumes and decorations turn up in stores in September just after school starts. And by the time the weekend is over Americans will have spent an estimated seven million dollars on things like Oreos stuffed with orange filling, there are boxer shorts covered with ghosts,  and lip-gloss that tastes like candy corn, Martha Stewart even has a line of tools just for carving pumpkins. 

LISTENING 2

1 LEA Semester 1

El Dio de los Muertos   

Pre-Listening 

1. With a partner, discuss the following for 3 minutes :

· The importance of family traditions

· Culture, and how it pertains to your country

· Celebrating the life of a loved one who has passed away

· Is death celebrated in your country? If so, how?

2. Match the following words with their synonym. 

Descendant                                       children, family that follows

Honor



hold in high regard, celebrate, give credit to
Educator



teacher, instructor
Altar




religious table, blessed table
Elaborate                                         very detailed, carefully prepared
Creative



skillful, imaginative
Beloved                                             much loved, cared about, cherished
Recently                                          not long ago, just happened
Varied                                                diverse, different types
Spirits                                               dead  person’s soul, ghosts
First Listening- fill in the blank with the appropriate word from the listening

And now we go to San Antonio Texas to Honor the dead. Wherever Mexicans and their descendants are living families are gathering in social halls and cemeteries to celebrate the ancient festival called El Dio De Los Muertos- The Day of the Dead. According to traditional beliefs the spirits of your loved ones come back every year to visit and to share a feast with the living. Which is why Vidamia Garcia and her mother and others spent much of the last couple days at the Esperanza Cultural Centre in San Antonio building an alter to Vidamia’s father who died last February. As Vidamia talked to us many other families were spread around the room setting up alters for their relatives. 

Second Listening-answer the following questions pertaining to the passage

1. What is the name of the ancient festival that the families are participating in? El Dio de Los Muertos (The Day of the Dead)
2. What will be placed on the alter of Vidamia Garcia’s father? A lot of pictures of her father, panos de muerto- “bread of the dead”. Her father was an educator and a writer so it will have some of his poetry and some sheets of paper with his writings and poetry on it, Favorite foods, he really liked Chicharones.
3.   According to Vidamia, what are Chicharones? Tripe, like fried pork rinds.   

4. How many tables make up the altar? Set of four tables
5. What are Vidamia and her mother going to use to decorate the table? Flamenco and folklorico skirts, which are the long ruffly ones you see on a lot of dancers
6. Besides people, what else are some others going to honor on this day? Pets, she talks specifically about dogs. 

Post-Listening

1. Does this sort of tradition seem bizarre to you? Why or why not?

2. If you were to create an altar for someone who has passed away, what sort of items do you feel would be important to place on it?

3. Is this a morbid tradition to you, or do you find it to be celebratory and happy?

LISTENING 2
1 LEA Semester 1
El Dio de los Muertos TRANSCRIPT 
www.npr.org/features/feature.php?wfID=1006616

And now we go to San Antonio Texas to Honor the dead. Wherever Mexicans and their descendants are living families are gathering in social halls and cemeteries to celebrate the ancient festival called El Dio De Los Muertos- The Day of the Dead. According to traditional beliefs the spirits of your loved ones come back every year to visit and to share a feast with the living. Which is why Vidamia Garcia and her mother and others spent much of the last couple days at the Esperanza Cultural Centre in San Antonio building an alter to Vidamia’s father who died last February. As Vidamia talked to us many other families were spread around the room setting up alters for their relatives. 

***TEACHERS STOP THE TAPE HERE. REPLAY THE FIRST PART AGAIN FOR THE FIRST LISTENING ACTIVITY. 
V: Our alter is going to have a lot of pictures of my father, um…it will have little panos de muerto- “bread of the dead”. My father was an educator and a writer so it will have some of his poetry and some sheets of paper with his writings and poetry on it. Um…favorite foods, he really liked Chicharones.

Int: What is Chicharones??

V: Which are…uh…, I guess there’s no really pretty way to describe this, but it’s like t…t…tripe, like fried pork rinds.   

Int: Uh huh, and you’re going to put that on the altar too? 

V: Yeah. That was one of his favorite foods. 

Int: I know you’re right in the midst of building the altar, what…is it like a folding table or what is it exactly? 

V: Um…Everybody uses different things, but what we, what we have chosen to use for our families is a set of about four tables, one really large long one on the bottom, another smaller one perched on the top and two little stands on each side. 

Int: Oh, so it’s going to look quite elaborate!
 And what will you cover the table with? With fabric or something?

V: Some people have used fabric, some use traditional throws, but we have chosen to uh…to decorate them actually with Flamenco and folklorico skirts, which are the long ruffly ones you’ve seen on a lot of dancers. 

Int: Okay, that sounds lovely. 

V: Yeah

Int: Any other altars you see there that the other families are building that are doing something really creative and unusual? 

V: Yeah! Well there is an altar too of beloved pets. People’s Chihuahua’s who have died recently and that has a lot of pictures and it has uh…Milk bones, and dog food out on it, his leash and his collar…um his food dish…ha ha ha…So they’re very varied and the spirits that are being honored are um…diverse as well.  

LISTENING 3

1 LEA Semester 1

Queen’s Jubilee
Pre-Listening Activity: 
Teachers:
1.  Write these Royal names on the board and see if the students can tell you their roll in the Royal family. 
- Elizabeth (Queen)    - Harry  (second son of C&D)       - William (heir to Throne)

- Charles    (Prince)    - Diana  (Wife of Charles)             -  Anne (princess)
(Test them, get them to read the names off of the board before they answer…so if they say the name the way it is said in French, correct them and tell them the English pronunciation of the names). 
2. Next ask the students what they know about the Royal family. Would they like to be part of it?
3. Ask the students if they know of any “scandals” within this Royal Family. 
4. Write these words/phrases on the board and see if any of the students know what they mean. 

1. to hardly raise an eyebrow ( to not care about something
2. reign ( time in power
3. opinion polls ( census/survey of someone’s views
4. to be crowned ( to become royalty, to be honoured 

5. to be shocked ( surprised, stunned, taken back 

6.   to break tradition ( to change a ritual/custom

Listening Activity: 

Teachers: Play this half of the listening twice to give the students time to answer. 

Fill in the blanks, and then find a synonym for each word. For the numbers, write in the numerical value and as synonym write it in words( Example numerical: 10 – words: ten
MCHUGH: England's Queen Elizabeth is marking her (1) 50 years on the throne with pomp and circumstance. For months, British media speculated the Queen's Jubilee would (2) hardly raise an eyebrow among the public. But, that's not how things turned out. The royal family is experiencing a new wave of popular (3)support. Suzanne Chislett looks back at the changing fortunes of the Queen.
[The sound of Big Ben chiming.]

CHISLETT: As 2002 dawned, the thinking across much of Britain was that the (4)Jubilee year would not see celebrations similar to the national street parties of (5)1977 to mark the Queen's 25-year reign. Opinion polls were suggesting that anti-royalist feelings were running high and of those who did support the (6)monarchy many wanted to see Prince William, the Queen's (7)grandson be crowned the next king.
[The sounds of heralding trumpets.]

CHISLETT: On March (8) 30th Britain was (9) shocked by the news that Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, had died peacefully at the age of (10)101. The centenarian had been (11)ill since before Christmas, but there was nevertheless a huge sense of loss. And not just among older people who remembered her time as Queen alongside her husband, the late King George VI. Some said the royals appeared to have learned a few lessons from the death of Princess Diana, and instead of remaining silent senior members of the family were quick to pay public(12) tribute to the royal matriarch. Prince Charles granting a rare interview to remember the woman he was so close to. 

PRINCE CHARLES: [speaking about the Queen Mother] And me, she meant everything. And I had dreaded, dreaded this moment along with, I know,(13) countless others. Somehow I, I never thought it would come. She seemed gloriously unstoppable.
 BLANK                                                          SYNONYM
1. 50 




fifty
2. hardly raise an eyebrow


not to care/look the other way
3. support 




to encourage/be there for 
4. jubilee




celebration/anniversary
5. 1977




nineteen seventy seven 
6. monarchy 



kingdom/dominion 
7. grandson 




grandchild/relative/family member
8. 30th 




thirtyeth 
9. shocked




taken back/surprised
10. 101




a (one) hundred and one
11. ill 




sick, unwell, under the weather
12. tribute




honour, praise, esteem 
13. countless



inumerable, numerous 

Second Listening Activity: 
Multiple choice questions. Circle the right answer. 

1) How did Princess Anne break Royal Tradition at her grandmothers funeral?
a) she went to the funeral dressed in white.
b) she cried at the funeral.
c) she joined the male members of the family and marhced behind the coffin.
d) she changed her attitude towards the Queen herself. 

2) Just a short time after the death of her mother, Queen Elizabeth…
a) started a tour around the world to celebrate her 50th anniversary of reign.
b) began a Jubilee tour of Britain. 
c) stayed in Buckinham Palace for the whole month of June. 
d) none of the above are correct.  

3) The two open air events at the Jubilee were called: 
a) “Prom at the Palace” and “Party at the Palace”
b) “Pop Artists at the Palace” and “Five Decades at the Palace”
c) “50 Years at the Palace” and “Party at the Palace” 
d) “Jubilee Weekend Party” and “Prom at the Royal Kingdom”

4) How many tickets were handed out for each event?
a) 1,200
b) 120,000
c) 12,000
d) 120 

5) These words spoken by Queen Elizabeth sum up what she felt about  the people of her counrty…
a) gratitude, admiration and pride
b) appreciation, respect and pleasure 
c) respect, satisfaction and thanks 
d) gratitude, respect and pride

Post Listening Activity:  
Get into groupes of two and discuss the following questions. Be prepared to discuss aloud. 
1) What do you think of Commonwealth? Can you name some Countries that are considered Commonwealth?  Some countries include: South Africa, Australia, Canada, Belize, India, Jamaica, New Zeland, Malta, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Bahamas. 
2) What is the role of the Queen in this day and age?
3) Do you think it is important to celebrate anniversaries? Why? Why not?
4) Have you ever been to England? Did you go to Buckingham palace? What did you think? 

LISTENING 3

1 LEA Semester 1

Queen’s Jubilee TRANSCRIPT
 http://www.commongroundradio.org/shows/02/0229.shtml 
MCHUGH: England's Queen Elizabeth is marking her 50 years on the throne with pomp and circumstance. For months, British media speculated the Queen's Jubilee would hardly raise an eyebrow among the public. But, that's not how things turned out. The royal family is experiencing a new wave of popular support. Suzanne Chislett looks back at the changing fortunes of the Queen.
[The sound of Big Ben chiming.]

CHISLETT: As 2002 dawned, the thinking across much of Britain was that the Jubilee year would not see celebrations similar to the national street parties of 1977 to mark the Queen's 25-year reign. Opinion polls were suggesting that anti-royalist feelings were running high and of those who did support the monarchy many wanted to see Prince William, the Queen's grandson be crowned the next king.
[The sounds of heralding trumpets.]

CHISLETT: On March 30th Britain was shocked by the news that Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, had died peacefully at the age of 101. The centenarian had been ill since before Christmas, but there was nevertheless a huge sense of loss. And not just among older people who remembered her time as Queen alongside her husband, the late King George VI. Some said the royals appeared to have learned a few lessons from the death of Princess Diana, and instead of remaining silent senior members of the family were quick to pay public tribute to the royal matriarch. Prince Charles granting a rare interview to remember the woman he was so close to.

PRINCE CHARLES: [speaking about the Queen Mother] And me, she meant everything. And I had dreaded, dreaded this moment along with, I know, countless others. Somehow I, I never thought it would come. She seemed gloriously unstoppable.

****TEACHERS! This is the end of the FIRST LISTENING. Please rewind and have students listen again in order to complete the First Listening Activity. 

CHISLETT: In the days that followed, thousands of Britons queued for hours to witness the Queen Mother's lying in state. When her four grandsons stood watch at her coffin, when the Queen made a national address to thank everyone for their sympathies and when Princess Anne broke with royal tradition to join the male members of the family to march behind the Queen Mother's coffin at her funeral, the signs of a change in attitude towards the Queen herself were easily detectable.

Just a few short weeks after the death of her mother, Queen Elizabeth began a Jubilee tour of Britain. She traveled to major cities, small towns, the islands off the far north coast of Scotland. And wherever she went was greeted by favorable crowds that seemed to increase in number. The celebrations culminated in two concerts held in the gardens of Buckingham Palace over the four-day Jubilee weekend at the start of June.
[Music from a classical concert.]

CHISLETT: The first would showcase the world's best classical artists in a "Prom at the Palace." The second called "Party at the Palace," was to feature leading pop artists from the five decades of the Queen's reign. Buckingham Palace officials carefully controlled the hype surrounding the two open air events. The names of the scheduled performers were slowly leaked to the media, while 12,000 tickets for each event were handed out following a lottery draw of all those who'd requested them. The Queen then traveled through the streets of the City of London for dinner as the guest of the Lord Mayor, where she thanked all those around the world who were marking her Golden Jubilee.

QUEEN ELIZABETH: [speaking at her Golden Jubilee celebration] Thank you all for your enthusiasm to mark and celebrate these 50 years. Gratitude, respect, and pride—these words sum up what I feel about the people of this country and the Commonwealth and what this Golden Jubilee means to me.
[applause]

LISTENING 4

1 LEA Semester 1
The Pope in Lourdes
Pre-Listening Activity:
Teachers: Pair up the class and tell each group to think of 5 words to describe the Pope. Try to get a little discussion going about the Pope to introduce this listening. 

In groups of two try to write down a synonym for each of the underlined words. Now make up a sentence using each underlined word.   
1. His failing health has again been obvious.     ( deteriorating/worsening
2. Foreign visits by Pope JPII are a rare thing    ( unusual/uncommon 

3. He fulfilled an engagement in Switzerland    ( completed/accomplished 

4. His fragility was very evident this morning   ( weakness/frailty
5. The trip took a toll on him


    ( was hard on him/difficult
6. He seemed to be prompted twice by priests   ( encouraged/provoked/helped

7. He seemed confused at that point

    ( puzzled/perplexed
8. He was raised by his father


    ( brought up/nurtured 

First Listening Activity:
Short answer. 
1) Why was the Pope in Lourdes? To deliver a mass/Homily 

2) How many people were in attendance?  300,000
3) Which event is the Pope hoping to go to in Germany? World Day of Youth 
4) Is the trip to Lourdes emotional for the Pope? If so, why? Yes, the trip is emotional for him. It is emotional because he was brought up by Our Lady of Testicova and he puts Our Lady of Veneration in the center of his ministry, Lourdes has the biggest Marian Shrine in the world.  
5) In what year did the Pope come to Ireland to celebrate the 100th anniversary of an apparition?  1979  

Second Listening Activity:
True or False: Determine whether the following statements are true or false. If it is false, be prepared to explain why. 
1. Pope John Paul is celebrating his mass in the afternoon.                                    T      F 
FALSE: He is celebrating in the morning. 
2. The Pope makes a lot of foreign visits.                                                               T       F
FALSE: Foreign visits by Pope John Paul are now a pretty rare thing
3. Last June the Pope was in Switzerland.                                                              T       F
4. The Pope almost fell down while he was praying.                                              T      F
5. The Pope was raised by his mother through his childhood.                                T      F
FALSE: He was raised by his father/his mother died when he was young.
6. Lourdes is the most popular religious shrine in the world.                                  T     F
7. The Pope came to Lourdes to try to cure his illness.                                            T     F
FALSE: “he is not here to draw attention to his own illness”
Post-Listening Activity:
1) What does the Pope represent in the eyes of Catholics today? 
2) Are the Pope’s/Vatican’s convictions realistic in our society today? (If no one is talking bring up the ideas that the Church is against birth control, abortion, sex before marriage…)
3) Is the view of the Pope the same now as it was 50-100 years ago?

4) Have you ever been to Lourdes? If so what did you think? 
5) Do you believe in miracles? Why? Why not? 
LISTENING 4

1 LEA Semester 1
The Pope in Lourdes TRANSCRIPT
www.rte.ie/news/2004/0815/pope.html  
Pope John Paul, as you’ve heard, has been celebrating mass this morning in front of 300,000 people at the Marian Shrine in Lourdes. His failing health has again been obvious. Well, we’ve just been speaking to our Religious Affairs correspondent Joe Little. First the taxing nature of the visit on the Pope. 

JL: Foreign visits by Pope John Paul are now a pretty rare thing. Um…he visited the Czech Republic last year and was evidently very very ill on that trip, and there was a lot of concern about whether he would ever again make a foreign trip. And last June, to the surprise of many, he fulfilled an engagement in Switzerland in Bern the capital of Switzerland. He met young people there and was evidently very animated by that encounter. Uh…he fulfilled his promise now to come to Lourdes and he is promising to go to the World Day of Youth in Germany next year. Of course he’s made a commitment in principle possibly to come to Ireland as well. 

Int: His ‘fragility’, if you like, was very evident this morning wasn’t it? 

JL: I don’t think unbalanced he was quite as fragile today as he was yesterday. Uh, the trip obviously took its toll on him yesterday when he arrived at the Grotto, where Bernadette is said to have seen apparitions of our Lady. He nearly fell over when he was praying and had to be rescued by a Bishop who was behind him- we saw those pictures on television. Obviously it was a very long ceremony it was very warm here, it was certainly in the high twenties. He dropped a number of paragraphs from his Homily…uh…I noticed that when the consecration came, you probably saw the pictures yourselves, that…uh…when it came time to raise the Host he seemed to be prompted twice by priests on either side as to what to do. So he seemed confused at that point definitely. 

Int: This trip though is particularly emotional for him, returning to Lourdes for a second time, and coming as it does, we can only assume- towards the end of his life. 

JL: Yes, it is emotional for him. To understand this Pope, one has to understand that he lost his mother at a particularly young age. Um…He was raised by his father through childhood, most of his childhood and had a devotion to Our Lady of Testicova, the patroness of Poland from a very young age. He has put the Veneration of Our Lady at the center of His ministry in many, many ways. We remember it in Ireland, he came to Ireland, don’t forget in 1979, to visit the Shrine at Knock where Our Lady is said to have appeared to two young girls there in 1879 to commemorate the centenary. He has gone to Marian Shrines on many of his foreign visits. This is the most popular Marian Shrine in the world, drawing 6 million pilgrims, and coming here towards the end of his life must be a particularly emotional moment for him and yet he is showing characteristic charity in how he approaches the whole thing. He is not here to plea for cures, to plea to be able to walk again while doing all of his public duties, he is not here to draw attention to his own illness. He says that is part of his ministry, part of his ministry is his suffering. He is here to show solidarity with the thousands of sick people who queue up here day in and day out at the baths to go and pray and take the waters from the spring, which Bernadette is said to have unearthed at the prompting of Our Lady, and he is drawing attention to their needs, he is praising Mary today in his Homily for how she visited her elderly cousin and how she went into the mountains to take care of her while she was pregnant, while Elizabeth was expecting John the Baptist. And he’s held that up as the example of which young people in particular should follow in the world today. 

LISTENING 5

1 LEA Semester 1
Thanksgiving Food
Pre-Listening 

Work in small groups, match up the following:

TEACHERS:  have students work in groups of 3 or 4, give them 8-10 minutes, then review.

Vocabulary

1. A trough
g


a.   prepared food, often from a recipe

2. Stuffing
d


b.   to wobble, to move quickly back and forth

3. Yams
h


c.   a condiment, something you eat to accompany a meal 

4. A cranberry  i


d.  a mixture of bread and spices put inside a turkey

5. A dish
a


e.   to choose

6. Mashed
j


f.  something that tastes tart or acidic, like a lemon

7. Relish
c


g.  a wide bucket where animals’ food is placed

8. Sour
f


h.  a kind of sweet potato that is orange in color

9. To Opt for e


i.  a small red fruit that isn’t sweet

10. To jiggle
b


j.   crushed, pulverized, smushed together

Expressions:

11. To pull out all the stops
l

k.  to anticipate with pleasure or excitement


12. To look forward to something  k

l.  to spare no expense, to do everything possible

13. To bring something to the table  m
m.   to offer ideas or thoughts at an event/meeting

FIRST LISTENING:    NPR’s Leanne Hanson interviews Anthony Bordain 

True or False?    Justify your response!

TEACHERS:  You may have to play the introduction twice for the True/False

1. Anthony Bordain is a chef in NYC
T   Exec. Chef @ (French) Brasserie Les Halles
2. Anthony Bordain is the host of a TV show
T    Food Network’s “A Chef’s Tour”    

3. Anthony Bordain works for NPR in NYC
F     just in NYC bureau for interview
4. List 5 foods mentioned in this interview that Americans traditionally eat on Thanksgiving:

Turkey, mashed potatoes, yams, stuffing, cranberry sauce

5. What is the chef himself serving his family for Thanksgiving this year?  Why?

Sauerbraten, because his wife’s family are Polish

6. What is “The Bobby Goal Stories”?

A book (thriller) written by Anthony Bordain

SECOND LISTENING:  

1.  According to the introduction, who might want to see changes in Thanksgiving day food?

a. Low-carb dieters

b. Fad followers

c. The whole family

d. The chef’s Aunt Susan

e. Answers a & b only

2. Fill in the blanks with the exact expression you hear.  The supply an equivalent/synonym for each word.  TEACHERS:  you can replay this section of the recording if necessary
Interviewer:  Well let me ask you, ar- do you think we’re in a rut with our turkeys and our mashed potatoes, or do you think we can actually be slaves to this tradition?

AB: Um… y’know I think in every culture, there’s a (a)______ kinda like this where y’know people who love it and insist on it really can’t explain why they love it.  You come to (b) _______ and need for instance that y’know that (c)_________ cranberry sauce that still retains the shape of the can.  Uhh.. I-I’ve done Thanksgiving dinners where I’ve made uh y’know fresh cranberry relish with fresh cranberries and people get all (d)________ y’know hey where’s the (c)__________ cranberry y’know giggling  in the centre of the table.  I-I y’know I-I applaud people who break with tradition and y’know (e)______________ a goose or a nice roast ham, but if someone were to do that to me, I, as has happened, in fact this Thanksgiving, I’m having sauerbraten, I get really (d) ____.

Expression
Equivalent

       
Expression 
                  Equivalent

a.   dish

recipe


  
d.   upset

              angry, mad


b.   rely

depend, expect
   
               e.   go with
                    serve, decide on

c.   canned
tinned, preserved


3. According to Bordain, what are people remembering and thinking about when they eat turkey?    (a) Previous happy experiences,  (b) Who they were with, 

(c) What they brought to the table in their heart and in their memory

4. What is difficult to do during a Thanksgiving meal?

Be rational, judge it

POST LISTENING DISCUSSION

1. Anthony Bordain says that in every culture there’s a dish that goes with any specific holiday.  What dishes are special in your culture, and for what holiday?

2. Would you care if these dishes were NOT served at a holiday meal?  Why or why not?

LISTENING 5
1 LEA Semester 1
Thanksgiving Food TRANSCRIPT
http://www.npr.org/features/feature.php?wfID=1518695
Interviewer:

The days before Thanksgiving usually mean a mad rush to the frozen butterball trough at the grocery store… and that head-scratching dilemma of whether to make Aunt Susan’s cranberry sauce recipe, which is an acquired taste, or to opt for the canned variety.  But low-carb dieters and other fad-followers in the family might want to see a few changes to the menu this year.  Anthony Bordain is here to help us weigh the options.  He’s the executive chef at Brasserie les Halles in New York.  He’s also an author in the host of the Food Network’s “A Chef’s Tour” and he’s in our New York bureau.  Nice to talk to you Tony!

Anthony Bordain:  Good to talk to you, hi.

Interviewer:  So what was on your Thanksgiving table when you were growing up?

AB:Uh… what everybody else had:  over-cooked turkey, uhh y’know generic cranberry sauce, stuffing, yams, uhh y’know all of the de rigeur stuff… y’know I’m a prisoner of that tradition, I have to admit.

Int:

Well let me ask you, ar- to you think we’re in a rut with our turkeys and our mashed potatoes, or do you think we can actually be slaves to this tradition?

AB:Um… y’know I think in every culture, there’s a dish kinda like this where y’know people who love it and insist on it really can’t explain why they love it.  You come to rely and need for instance that y’know that canned cranberry sauce that still retains the shape of the can.  Uhh.. I-I’ve done Thanksgiving dinners where I’ve made uh y’know fresh cranberry relish with fresh cranberries and people get all upset y’know hey where’s the canned cranberry y’know giggling in the centre of the table.  I-I y’know I-I applaud people who break with tradition and y’know go with a goose or a nice roast ham, but if someone were to do that to me, I-I a-as has happened, in fact this Thanksgiving, I’m having sauerbraten, uhh… I get really upset.

Int:  Sauerbraten?

AB: (laughs) My wife’s family are Polish.

Int:  I mean, this is such a wonderful food holiday though, I mean, y’know, it-it’s the kinda day you wanna pull out all the stops, right, I mean—

AB: I-y’know I have to say I-I love it, I look forward to it, y’know, when you’re eating turkey, you’re remembering y’know presumably previous y’know happy experiences, who you were with, what you really brought to the table in your heart, in your memory, uhh that’s very much an element of the meal… so it’s very hard, I think, for for most of us to culinarily judge a Thanksgiving meal, or make any rational decisions about it.  Y’know, you want to make mom’s stuffing recipe, y’know, period.

Int: Anthony Bordain is executive chef at Brasserie les Halles in downtown New York; his latest book is the thriller “The Bobby Goal Stories”, he joined us from our New York bureau.  Tony, thanks a lot, Happy Thanksgiving.

AB:  My pleasure.

Int:  That sounds great.  Have you ever tried Susan Stanburg’s cranberry relish recipe by any chance?

AB:  Uhh.. no I haven’t.

Int:  It’s onion and fresh cranberries, but then she puts sour cream in it, and then you freeze it, y’know, it’s kinda weird…

AB: Wow, that could lead—y’know… maybe that’s why the murder rate seems to go up around Thanksgiving and Christmas… someone’s apparently, y’know, substituting that recipe… that would cause violence at my table.

Int:  (hyena laugh)
LISTENING 6
1 LEA Semester 1
Fishing Festival 
Pre-Listening Activity: 

Work in pairs to try to match these terms with their synonyms.

1. to pay tribute to (b) 


a) hold/seize/take hold of 

2. shielded (c ) 



b) to honour/praise 

3. a shelter (f)



c) protected





4. fillet
(e)



d) to pursue the same goals/path as someone

5. catching/to catch (a)


e) to clean/prepare fish

6. to follow in someone’s footsteps (d)
f) a cover/ a refuge

First Listening Activity:

1.   In this village in Mexico what do the people pay tribute to every year? To         fishermen who have died during the year.
2. Who entertains the crowds at the celebration? Local musicians. 

3. What do the musicians sing about at the festival? Usual subjects like: love, adventure on the sea and their fishing traditions.    
4. What is different about the more recent fishing festivals?  They don’t have the greased pole that men used to try to climb; they used to make little boats out of palm, now they don’t. They are losing their traditions. 

Second Listening Activity: 
Teachers: Have the students read the questions in pairs and discuss any vocabulary they are unsure of. Ask them if they understand the words from the context. 

Listen to the interview again and decide whether the sentences are true or false. If it’s false, be prepared to explain why! 
1. The village of Las Playitas is named after the lovely beaches.                         T      F 
2. The four members of the band are all dressed differently.                                T      F
FALSE! They are all dressed the same in matching red and white shirts and trousers with yellow tassels. 

3. The musicians are shielded from the sun by a large shelter                              T       F

4. Part of the celebration is fishermen showing how to gut and fillet fish.           T       F
      5. Sergio Carrillo is a 55 year old fisherman who says he’s worked in Las Playitas for two years.          T       F                                     
      FALSE! He is 53. He has worked there his whole life. 

      6. The sea is not as generous to the fishermen as it used to be.                             T      F

      7. Sergio says that the salmon boats are taking out all of the fish.                        T      F
      FALSE! The “tuna” boats are taking all of their fish, and therefore their traditions as well. 

Post Listening Activity:
1. Have you ever gone fishing? Ice fishing? When? Where? What did you like about it?
2. What do you think of this Mexican fishing tradition?

3. Do you think eventually this festival will become obsolete (non existent) in a few years because of big fishing companies? 

4. Is it really possible to “lose tradition”? Explain. 
LISTENING 6
1 LEA Semester 1
Fishing Festival TRANSCRIPT
http://audio.stanleyfdn.org:8765/ramgen/cg0332-5.rm 

MCHUGH: Every year a village on the tip of Mexico's Baja California Peninsula, pays tribute to its traditional fishing heritage. People from neighboring towns and villages come to Las Playitas, named after the lovely beaches, to celebrate the fishing harvest, and to pay tribute to fishermen who may have died during the year. Catherine Drew concludes her three-part series on the state of the world's oceans with a visit to this year's festival.
[The sound of a band playing.]
DREW: Local musicians entertain the crowds that have gathered at Las Playitas for this year's celebration. They sing songs about the usual subjects like love, as well as adventure on the sea and their fishing traditions.
[The sound of a band playing.]

DREW: The four members of the band are dressed in matching red and white shirts and trousers, with yellow tassels. They are shielded from the brilliant sun by a large shelter which stands above the beach. This is where fishermen haul large fish onto metal tables to gut and fillet them. Today those tables are bloody and the trash bins are filled not only with soda cans, but with heads, guts, and skins of a few large fish. Some fishermen have been displaying their skills with a knife—filleting marlin and swordfish as women and children sit on chairs to watch. Outside more people gathered to chat and talk about the year's harvest. Sergio Carrillo is a 53-year-old fisherman who says he's worked at Las Playitas all his life, first as a fisherman, now as a sports fishermen, taking tourists out to try their hand at catching a trophy fish. He says the festival has declined somewhat in recent years.

SERGIO CARRILLO: [via a translator] The festival has gone down some. In past years it was better. We don't have a greased pole that men used to try to climb. They used to make little boats out of palm, but they don't do that anymore. We're losing our traditions. Still, most of the kids want to grow up to be fishermen, I've got kids in Palmia, they like fishing, that's how we make our living here in Las Playitas.

DREW: While most of the village children may want to follow in their father's footsteps, they may not be able to. The fishermen here work with small boats and lines, their catches are relatively small, and find their way to the local markets and restaurants. But for years these boats have been in competition with Mexican, Japanese, and American commercial trawlers. As Sergio Carrillo explains, the sea is not as generous to the local fishermen as it used to be.

CARRILLO: [via a translator] There are less. There are less fish because the big tuna boats have taken out all the marlin and everything else. The tuna boats and all the other commercial boats are taking out all the fish.

LISTENING 7
1LEA Semester 1
Japanese Fireworks 
Pre-Listening Activity:
1. This recording discusses a cultural festival of great importance in Japan. Is there an equivalent Festival in French culture?  
2. Can you guess as to why this event is so popular in Japan?

First Listening: Listen carefully to the recording and fill in the blanks with the words that the reporters say.
1. “It’s the season of Hanabi Taikai when the Japanese turn out in parks and on riverbanks for grand displays of fireworks.”

2. “They go on for two to three hours, they stretch  for half a mile or more along the river.”

3. “…one is the high school baseball tournament, which goes on for weeks, and the other is Hanabi Taikai.”

4. “Is there something particularly Japanese about all of this?”

5. “It’s this terrific pop group called ‘Dreams Come True’ and the song is “Anuantsano Hanabi.”

Second Listening:   Listen to the recording again, and answer the following questions in your own words.

1.  Judging by the context, what do you think “Oh-hi-oh-zai-amas, Renée!” means?
 PROBABLY: “Hello Renee, how are you?”
2. According the the reporter, what does “Hanabi TaiKai” mean? “grand accumulation of fire flowers”
3. What are the two biggest summer attractions in Japan? High school baseball tournament and Hanabi Taikai. 
4. What is Japan’s favorite flower?  Why? Cherry Blossom; because a key part of Japanese culture is the notion that life is evanescent, that beauty is fleeting/the good die young/It blooms for about 3 days and then it turns brown and all the petals fall to the ground 
5. Why does the reporter’s friend consider Hanabi TaiKai the best place for a first date?  He says the Hanabi Taikai is the best place for a first date.  For one thing it’s dark and if you don’t look that good, nobody can see, but the other thing is, if the conversation is kinda flat, what the heck, every 5 seconds there’s some huge explosion in the sky, you can’t hear what she’s saying anyway.

Post-Listening Activity:   
1. Discuss with a classmate some of the dating experiences you have had.  Think about first dates that you have had.  Which one was the best, and why?  The worst?  Generally speaking, where do you like to go on dates?  What makes these places ideal?

2. Discuss with a classmate your experiences with fireworks shows.  Do you frequently go to fireworks displays?  What is appealing about them?  Do you consider them metaphorically, as the reporter suggests the Japanese do? 
LISTENING 7
1LEA Semester 1
Japanese Fireworks 


In Japan, the month of August is one of celebration…It’s the season of Hanabi Taikai when the Japanese turn out in parks and on riverbanks for grand displays of fireworks. This August finds the Washington Posts Tiar Reeve formerly Tokyo bureau chief back in his old stomping ground as he joins us on the line now from Tokyo. Good morning!

TR: Oh-hi-oh-zai-amas Renee! 

R: Oh-hi-oh-zai-amas to you too TR Tom. (laughs) You have been set lose in Japan once again. Tell us about Hanabi Taikai, what does that stand for anyway?

TR: Hanabi Taikai- Hanabi, I think is a wonderful word, it means “flower of fire”, I think it’s a better word than fireworks – it means “fireworks”. And Taikai is a “grand accumulation”, so it’s a “grand accumulation of fire flowers” which means a “fireworks show”.  The fireworks basically are the same as ours, the thing is, in Japan these things are huge! They go on for two or three hours, they stretch for half a mile or more along the river. Then the newspapers and the magazines do reviews afterwards to see whose Hanabi Taikai was the best. 

R: (laughs) Well, is there a special day for this or…? I mean, we have the fourth of July, or…or…is it just all August?

TR: It just means summer. There are two really important things that happen in the summer in Japan; one is the high school baseball tournament, which goes on for weeks, and the other is Hanabi Taikai. And everybody has them, and all of the cities have them, you know Japanese cities are crowded and so you get a million people, you get more than a million people. The other night when I went down to Tomitagawa the Japanese police said there were nine hundred seventy three thousand five hundred spectators, and how they counted that I don’t know! Anyways, there were a million people down there watching fireworks! 

R: Well, well, we…we all like fireworks uh…and a million people sounds like a lot but I guess you could get that kind of group going in a lot of places. Is there something particularly Japanese though about all of this? 

TR: There are two theories on that Renee. So here’s my view, hey there’s fireworks, right? They’re bright, they’re beautiful, they’re noisy…what’s not to like? Everybody likes fireworks! But my Japanese friends say, “oh no, no, no, you’re missing there’s a very deep cultural reason why Hanabi Taikai are so big, and that is a key part of Japanese culture is the notion that life is evanescent, that beauty is fleeting, y’know the good die young.  Their favourite flower is uh the cherry blossom.  It blooms for about 3 days and then it turns brown and all the petals fall to the ground.  Well, if you think about it, fireworks are even better, I mean they’re beautiful for about 5 seconds, and then they’re gone.  So, if you live in a society that believes that pleasure and beauty are fleeting, fireworks are perfect, right?

R:  As you describe it, it sounds romantic!

TR:  Yeah, I think the romance angle is a big part of the popularity of Hanabi Taikai.  My friend Miutasan(?) in Tokyo here, he uh he’s 32, he met a new woman.  He says the Hanabi Taikai is the best place for a first date.  For one thing it’s dark and if you don’t look that good, nobody can see, but the other thing is, if the conversation is kinda flat, what the heck, every 5 seconds there’s some huge explosion in the sky, you can’t hear what she’s saying anyway.  So, uh yeah I think romance tends to blossom and smolder at the fireworks shows, and as a matter of fact, the greatest love song in Japanese pop music is about a Hanabi Taikai.  It’s uh this terrific pop group “Dreams Come True” and the song is “Anunatsano Hanabi”.

(Song plays)
LISTENING 8 
1LEA Semester 1 
New Years Eve in Rio 

Pre-Listening Activity: 
Have students discuss these questions with a partner. 
1. What do you normally do to celebrate New Year’s Eve? Do you have any New Year’s Eve traditions? 

2. What is a ‘New Year’s resolution’? Did you have any this year? Did you actually do what you said you would do? 
3. Why do you think we have “New Year’s resolutions”?

Write the following expressions on the board. Ask the students what they mean:

1. To bury the hatchet: to stop fighting and arguing, and become friends again

2. Out with the old and in with the new: represents a new start, forgetting old habits and taking up sth. new

3. To turn over a new leaf: to start again; to make a fresh beginning

4. To put the best foot forward: to be enthusiastic about doing sth

Now  ask the class what connotations there are between these expressions and the idea of New Year.

First Listening:

1. About how many people gathered together on Rio de Janeiro’s Copacabana beach? Around two and a half million
2. Who is Ya-Man-Ja? Goddess of the Sea, seen as a popular saint, with roots in African religion
3. When do the Makumba groups come out? Shortly before midnight
4. What is Makumba? The voodoo-like African religion that’s very common in Brazil
Second Listening:
1. Give some reasons why New Year’s Eve is better than Carnival in Rio. It’s the beginning of Summer vacation;  people are going off on holiday; everyone’s in a good mood; the Summer’s just beginning; a happier time of year
2. What do these huge numbers of people do at the beach? They walk to the surf; they stand; they meditate; they pray; they throw white flowers into the waves
3. Why is it considered bad luck if the flower returns with the current? If it comes back, you can’t throw the same flower back, and it your wish will not come true
4. What do the Makumba congregations do to honour the goddess Ya-Man-Ja? They claim their part of the beach, rope it off, start playing drums and going into trances
Post-Listening Activity:
Ask the students which is their favourite festival or celebration or particular time during the year and why. Give them a few minutes to think about it, and ask generally and spontaneously around the class.
LISTENING 8 
1LEA Semester 1
New Years Eve in Rio TRANSCRIPT 

http://www.npr.org/features/feature.php?wfID=1579465


An estimated two and a half million people gathered on Rio de Janeiro’s Copacabana beach last night to ring in the New Year. For many Brazilians the end of the year celebration is a time for both parties and serious religious rituals. NPR’s Martin Costi sent this ‘audio postcard’ from Brazils answer to Times Square. 

(Music plays)
MC: In a lot of ways New Years Eve is better than Carnival in Rio. New Years Eve is the beginning of summer vacation, people are going off on holiday, everyone’s in a good mood, the summer is just beginning and it’s just a happier time of year. New Year’s Eve is for some- crackle in recording- but mainly for end of the year rituals people put on their white clothing and they go to the beach. 
Here in Copacabana Beach as the afternoon progresses into the evening, white clothed Brazilians start showing up in bigger and bigger numbers they walk to the surf, they stand, they meditate and they pray then they throw white flowers into the waves as a Tribute to “Ya-Man-Ja” the Goddess of the sea. She is sort of seen as a popular Saint here with roots in African religion and New Years Eve is her…her… night. 
When it comes to the flower ritual, it’s also very important that when you throw the flowers out into the surf that it doesn’t float back to you. This is a key point…this…this woman here who is on her way to the beach with a big smile on her face, and some flowers in her hand…uh…she’ll explain why that is. 

Spanish Woman: The flower has to go with the current, it can’t come back. If it comes back, it’s not good, and you can’t throw the same flower back because then the wish won’t come true. I have a lot of faith in this.

MC: Shortly before midnight the Makumba groups come out. Makumba is the voodoo-like African religion which is very common in Brazil. The congregations, or associations, claim their part of the beach, rope it off and start playing drums and going into trances before midnight. This is all in honour, yet again of the Goddess of the sea “Ya-Man-Ja”. 

(Traditional music plays) 

LISTENING 9 
1LEA Semester 1
Welsh Wedding 

Pre-Listening Activity: 
Teachers- Start the class by asking some general questions about marriage traditions…
e.g. - What type of marriage ceremony did your parents have? (You have)??
       - How does your culture view marriage ceremonies? 
       - What does marriage mean to you? Is it important to get married? 
Which word is NOT a synonym for the following words? 

1. Stunning

a) Surprising

 b) Annoying
                c) Unexpected

2. Figured

a) Made
             b) Supposed
                c) Imagined

3. A decade 

a) 10 years

 b) Quarter century         c) Ten years 

4. Cupboard

a) Closet

 b) Cabinet

     c) Shelf 

5. Reel                           a) True    

 b) Roll of film
                 c) Cylinder

6. To be on cloud 9       a) to be very happy
 b) a state of ecstasy          c) to float

7. To be speechless       a) to be lost for words      b) to be flabbergasted       c) to be sad
First Listening:  

Multiple Choice Questions

1. What was the surprise that Mr and Mrs Jones received in the post?  

a) A film of their wedding in Wales, 52 years ago.

b) A film of their wedding in Wales, 32 years ago.

c) A film of their wedding in England, 32 years ago. 

2. How old were (1) Mr and (2) Mrs Jones when they got married?

a)    21 and 23

b)    23 and 21
c)    23 and 25
3. Who found the films?

a) The photographer’s wife

b) The photographer’s daughter
c) The photographer’s father.

4. Why were the Jones’s children surprised to see the film?

a) The children are older then the parents were when the film was made. 

b) The children are younger than they were when the film as made. 

c) They are the same age as their parents were when the film was made.  

Second Listening:

      Short Answer Questions

1. What had the Jones’s figured about the Wedding film?  That it was lost.  

2. What was written on the reel?  The couple’s names and the names of the village where they were married.
      3.   Why had the couple never seen the film?  No projector
      4.   Were the Jones’s children surprised to see the film?  Why or why not?  Yes – speechless.  Their parents seemed so young. 

Post-Listening Activity: Mini Debate 
Split the class in half, and give each group one side of this argument:
Everyone should get married! One side defends this and the other argues against it. Tell them to come up with the most arguments for their side. The best arguments will win!  
LISTENING 9 
1LEA Semester 1

Welsh Wedding TRANSCRIPT

http://www.npr.org/features/feature.php?wfID=1123216

Interviewer:

And on a final note this evening, we caught up with a Welsh couple, Meghan and Hialwin Jones, who recently received quite a surprise in the mail:  a film of their wedding in Wales, 52 years ago.  They’d never seen it and figured it was lost.  Its appearance was all the more stunning, because they’ve lived outside Wales for decades.  We reached Mrs. Jones at her home in Bornmouth, England and asked her how it felt to watch the wedding so many years later.

Mrs. Jones:

It was unbelievable; it was like a dream.  You couldn’t believe you were looking at yourself.  Uh… I was 21.  And Hialwin, my husband, was 23.  And we are now 73 and 75 and um… no words can explain how we felt  ##  we still feel as if we’re in a dream.

Interviewer:

Mrs. Jones, how did you hear about the film?

MJ:

Um… the whole reel has been in a cupboard for 52 years.  Now the photographer’s wife died two years ago.  The photographer’s daughter came along now and she, she was clearing out, y’know, tidying up and clearing out for her father.  Um, we had the cupboard, that she called his cupboard, and there was a box there with ehh, several reels.  They came across the wedding taken in 1949.  There was - there was just two names on the reel:  Meghan and Hialwin Jones…  and the ehh - the name of the village where my husband was born.  And I had a phone call, and I can’t tell you… I can’t tell you how I felt when I answered that phone, and um, I was told that uh they’d found our wedding reels.  I mean, I had often thought about the reels.  The photographer offered me the reels, you see, after we were married, but we had no projector, there was no talk of, of ever being able to have a projector, not, not over half a century ago.  And many many times I said, “Oh I wish I… I wonder what happened to the reels.  I wish I had them now.”

Int:

What did your children think?

MJ:

Oh, they couldn’t speak.  They just couldn’t speak. Uh, I would’ve liked that you could’ve seen the expression on their faces, because both our children, you understand, are twice the age of what we were then.  We are still on, what we call, cloud 9. <Giggle>

Int: Well, Mrs. Jones (random Welsh for something)
MJ: (random Welsh for something) to you too.

Int: Thanks for talking with us.

MJ:  Thank you very much!

(Welsh music plays happily)
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