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SYLLABUS

Week 1    Feb 14/18
   Listen 1 –  Valentine’s Day (pg.3, 4 & 5)
      Speak 1 – INTRO
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 2    Feb 21/25
   Listen 2 –  Flamenco Fusion (pg.6, 7 & 8)       Speak 2 – PRES 
.........................................................………………...………………………………………

Week 3    Feb 28/Mar 4   Listen 3 –  Friends to the end (pg.9 & 10)        Speak  3- PRES
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 4    Mar 7/11
   Listen 4 –  Canadian Hockey  (11, 12 & 13)    Speak 4 – PRES     

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 5    Mar 14/18
   Listen 5 –  St. Patrick’s Day (14 & 15)            Speak 5 –  PRES             

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 6    Mar 21/25
   Listen 6 – Carnival Town (16, 17 & 18)  
       Speak 6 – PRES     
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 7    Mar 28/Apr 1   Listen 7 –Aussie Centennial (19, 20 & 21)      Speak 7 – PRES                       

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 8    Apr 4/8
   Listen 8 – Geo. Food Names  (22, 23 & 24)     Speak 8 – PRES      

ONE WEEK OFF! Easter Break!
………………………………………………………………………………………………                          
Week 9    Apr 18/22
   Listen 9 – Run. of the Bulls (25 & 26)     
        Speak 9 – PRES     

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 10   Apr 25/29
   Listen 10 –US Vacation (27, 28 & 29)             Speak 10 – PRES   
………………………………………………………………………………………………
Week 11   May 2/6       Listen 11 – Mother’s Day  (30, 31 & 32)          Speak 11- PRES
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 12   May 9/13             PRACTICE EXAM                      Speak 12- PRAC EXAM
………………………………………………………………………………………………

1LEA Oral English Course Requirements:  80 points Total

· Students will be required to take a one hour listening comprehension exam at the end of the semester.   Value 20 POINTS.

· Students will be required to do one presentation, with a partner, in one of the available Speaking Classes.  This presentation has a value of 10 POINTS.

· Participation and attendance in both Listening and Speaking classes has a value of up to 10 POINTS as well.






FOR TEACHERS ONLY

Listening Classes

Each “Listening Class” will essentially be a “traditional” comprehension class.  It has a recording around which lessons are built.  There is always at least one pre-listening activity to get your students speaking and to get their minds thinking about the topic and vocabulary which will be part of the recording they are going to hear. 
Listening Classes have activities built into First and Second Listening.  Sometimes you listen to the whole recording twice, sometimes it is split into sections that you listen to each twice in a row.  Each lesson has some questions to use for post-listening discussion if you have time.

PLEASE REMEMBER:  Help your students develop listening strategies while working on these “comprehension” lessons.  Make sure they are actively listening and please give them time to read thru the activities before they hear the recordings, just like they do in the exam.  Help them to see ways they can search for synonyms and to try to understand words from their context or by thinking about cognates.  Your students may even need help with things that may seem rather obvious to you, such as:   taking notes, focusing on main ideas as opposed to details recognizing rhetorical devices such as announcing a plan, anticipating counterarguments, giving an example, making a list.  
LISTENING 1

1 LEA Semester 
Valentine’s Day
Pre-Listening: 
1) Start by asking your students how many of them celebrate Valentine’s Day. Ask what types of things they do to celebrate. 

Now for BRAINSTORMING! Stand up in front of the class pen/chalk in hand and get the class to tell you as many valentines’ related words they can think of. 
If you aren’t getting much of a response, here are some examples:


· heart, love, cupid, cards, flowers, romance, romantic dinner, bow and arrow, dating, February 14th, pink and red, happiness, angels, to have a crush on someone, feelings, kissing, roses, commercial, chocolates, giving, receiving, etc…
 
Now keep these words on the board and have each student spontaneously think of a sentence using at least 3 words on the board – get them to say it out loud and move around the class. Make sure no one repeats the same sentence twice! 

2)  Introducing the card/text aspect of the listening:
- ask the students if they ever send out greeting cards? 

- do they send paper cards by mail, texts (sms) or e-cards? 

First Listening: 
Fill in the blanks and find a synonym for each word. 

1. But will you be sending a traditional paper card? Or has technology taken over the day of romance?
SYN: customary, usual, habitual

2. In 2003, we sent a whopping 78 million text messages on Valentine's Day 
SYN: 78 000000
3. "Texts are getting more and more popular on Valentine's Day," said a spokeswoman for the Mobile Data Association
SYN: becoming 
4. "And of course texts are so popular with young people, as they were the first group to really embrace them, as they are with most new technologies."
SYN: youth, teenagers, adolescents 
5. In our Newsround Online vote, we asked you what type of card you'd be sending this year.
SYN: what kind, what sort

6. Anne Marie, 10, from the States, said: “It’s exciting to get post, and a card that you can actually hold is better." 
SYN: mail, letters 
Second Listening: 

Multiple Choice:  Circle the correct answer: 

1) Studies show that youth are more likely to send:
a) SMS messages

b) Email cards

c) Paper cards

d) Answers a &  b are correct
2) In 2003 78 times more text messages were sent than traditional cards?
      a) true

      b) false- 78 million more texts

      c) false- six times more texts than the number of traditional ones

      d) false- traditional cards were more popular
3)  The trend for the future will be;
      a) Valentine’s Day pictures
      b) picture messages with sounds and ring tones

      c) Traditional cards

      d) Replacement texts 
4)  A spokesperson for a card company thinks;
      a) SMS and e-cards are better

      b) e-cards are nice to show off at school

      c) e-cards have certainly taken over
      d) there’s nothing better than a proper card 
5)  How many people aren’t sending a Valentine’s Day message at all?
      a) 10%
      b) 15%
      c) 30%
      d) 44%
Post-Listening Discussion:

Have each row of students work on a different question, then report back to the class. 
1) Give five reasons why technological cards are better than paper cards.
2) Give five reasons why paper cards are better than text messages

3) Is Valentine’s Day too commercial? Why? Why not?

4) Is Valentine’s Day romantic to you? Why? Why not?

Finally ask the class if they will be sending cards on Valentine’s Day, if so…of what sort?!

LISTENING 1

1 LEA Semester 2
Valentine’s Day TRANSCRIPT
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/uk/newsid_3466000/3466869.stm

VALENTINE’S DAY: Taken over by technology?

On Valentine's Day it's traditional to think about your messages of luurrve. But will you be sending a traditional paper card? Or has technology taken over the day of romance? Are e-cards and texts cooler now? Research shows that lots of young people prefer sending texts and e-cards to the people they fancy on 14 February. Just look at the evidence: 

In 2003, we sent a whopping 78 million text messages on Valentine's Day - that's six times more than the number of traditional cards sent. And that's nearly half as much again as the year before.  Mobile phone experts reckon that this proves texts can be warm and loving. 

"Texts are getting more and more popular on Valentine's Day," said a spokeswoman for the Mobile Data Association, which looks at our mobile habits. "We think texts could hit up to 80 million this year. 

"People are seeing texts as a replacement to traditional cards. We think the trend in the future will be for picture messages with sounds and ring tones on Valentine's Day. 

"And of course texts are so popular with young people, as they were the first group to really embrace them, as they are with most new technologies." Figures show that e-cards are much more popular too. There's now loads of sites where you can send e-cards for every possible occasion. And the amount of people sending them goes up every year. 
But a spokesperson for Clinton Cards reckons that e-cards and texts will never be as good as a proper card which you can show off at school or on your mantelpiece. "E-cards have certainly not taken over. We sell just as many, if not more, than we used to. "Everyone, including kids, would rather have a real card as it's more personal. Valentine's is a lovey-dovey time. If I was a child and got an e-card on Valentine's Day I would be sorely disappointed." 
And some of you agree with him. 

In our Newsround Online vote, we asked you what type of card you'd be sending this year. Here's what you told us: 30% of you are sending a paper card; 15% of you are sending an e-card; 10% of you are sending a text…But 44% of you aren't sending a Valentine's message at all! 

Anne Marie, 10, from the States, said: "A mailed card is better than a text or e-card. It’s exciting to get post, and a card that you can actually hold is better." 

So some of you still prefer a paper card, but trends show that texts and e-cards could take over in the not-too-distant future. 

We'll just have to wait and see.
LISTENING 2

1 LEA Semester 2
Flamenco Fusion
Pre-listening game

Ask for as many genres of music as the students can think of and put them up on the board.

For each genre ask for the students to describe it - what adjectives can you use?

Then wipe the board clean and ask each student to choose a genre and write it down secretly. Their partner has to guess what genre they chose. They can only ask yes/no questions. They could use the descriptions they thought of earlier, e.g. "is it relaxing? Can you dance to it? Does it involve guitars?" Do one for the class to guess as an example.

To take up more time you could play again but this time they have to choose a genre and a singer/band within that genre to guess.

First listening - True or False? Justify your answer.

1. Musicians in Barcelona have just started to incorporate jazz with flamenco to create a new style.

  F - this happened in the late 1980s

2. Flamenco fusion is not yet as successful as the original style of flamenco.

  F - it is more popular

3. The song Tahita was created while the band were practicing.

  T - improvised during a jam session

4. Four other genres of music are mixed with flamenco to create flamenco fusion.

  T - rock, blues, jazz, hip-hop

5. Hugo does not like the competition from other bands.

  F - it's wonderful that there's other young people

Second listening - Fill in the gaps and find a synonym.

1. In Barcelona, __________ flamenco fusion bands can be found.

2. At the end of the 80s, young Spaniards __________ of traditional flamenco.

3. Flamenco fusion soon ___________ larger crowds than its predecessor.

4. The main _________ goes 1-2-3, 1-2-3, 1-2-1-2-1-2.

5. Barcelona now ___________ ___________ for the new generation of bands.

6. The attitude in flamenco fusion comes from a __________ that is specific to Barcelona.

7. The movement allows young people to get close to the _________ of flamenco.


1. Numerous (several, many, a lot of. note: NOT "much")

2. Tired (got/became bored/weary/sick. NOT sleepy/exhausted etc.)

3. Attracted (drew in, brought in)

4. Beat (rhythm)

5. Provides inspiration (is a source of ideas/creativity)

6. Lifestyle (way of life)

7. Roots (origins, source, essence)

Post-listening discussion
- What genres of music are specific to where you come from?

- Why do different countries have such different types of music? How many factors can you think of that might influence the style of music a country produces?

If you still have time to spare, you could always play the game again...

LISTENING 2
1 LEA Semester 2
Flamenco Fusion TRANSCRIPT
http://commongroundradio.org/shows/04/0415.shtml#7
PORTER: Barcelona has long inspired musical innovation. Some 40 years ago, musicians there developed rumba Catalana, a style of flamenco popularized by the Gypsy Kings. Today, Barcelona is home to numerous flamenco fusion bands. Common Ground's Reese Erlich reports from that city in northeastern Spain.
[The sound of flamenco fusion]
REESE ERLICH: In the late 1980s Spanish youth tired of the traditional singing and dancing of flamenco. Innovative musicians such as Chano Dominguez experimented by combining flamenco with elements of jazz.
[The sound of flamenco-like clapping, followed by a jazzy sound]
ERLICH: Other groups added elements of rock and blues. By the '90s, flamenco fusion took off. Soon it attracted bigger audiences than the old style, says Xavi Turull, percussionist with the flamenco fusion group Eyes of the Wizard.
XAVI TURULL: Flamenco fusion is more popular than traditional. There's more people listening to it, you know, because it's more easy to understand. Well, the real traditional, it's more old people, you know. All the new people, they're looking for all these bands, you know, like us.
[The sound of flamenco fusion]
ERLICH: Turull says Eyes of the Wizard often improvises songs during jam sessions. As in this song, Tahita, they start with the basic flamenco rhythms.
[The sound of flamenco fusion]
TURULL: The first part is one, two, three, one two three. And the second part is one two, one two, one two. You know, so then you go one two three, one two three, one two, one two, one two, one two three, one two three, one two, one two, one two. And that keeps the main beat all the time. And we start improvising, but then we find the, the structure.
[The sound of flamenco fusion, but this time with a hip hop sound]
ERLICH: Turull says fusion bands have also incorporated hip hop into their music.
TURULL: We've like kind of mixed even more elements into it, you know. And it's something more sophisticated. That's what they say. Also we're surprised that there's a lot of people that can understand this, you know, that they really, they are liking it.
[The sound of flamenco fusion, this time combined with a hip hop sound]
ERLICH: Hugo, who only uses his first name, is a singer with the flamenco fusion band Elefantes. He says the city of Barcelona has a long history of traditional flamenco, and these days it also provides inspiration for the younger, fusion bands.
[The sound of Hugo speaking in Spanish]
ERLICH: Hugo says above all else this movement has attitude, a lifestyle that's seen specifically in the city of Barcelona. It's wonderful that there are lots of young people like ourselves and bands like Eyes of the Wizard and Monkey. We all are getting close to the roots of flamenco in a very spontaneous way.
[The sound of a flamenco ballad, accompanied by a solo guitar]

LISTENING 3

1 LEA Semester 2
Friends to the End

Pre-Listening: 

Start the class by asking the students to think of their favourite English television show. Go around the room and get everyone to tell you WHY they enjoy their show so much. 
Find definitions for the following words. 
1) To have a commanding advantage: To have a prevailing advantage.

2) A tease:  n (plural teases) 1.  somebody who teases: a person who has a tendency to tease others. Also called teaser ie, who makes fun of somebody; here: it’s what the trailers are called, when they show extracts from upcoming episodes to excite the viewers.
3) A countdown: backwards count: a count in descending order before an event such as a rocket launch 
4) A broadcast: program: a television or radio program 

First Listening:
1) How long has NBC “owned” Thursday night? Nineteen years in a row
2) NBC Thursday night includes the highest rate of three different kinds of shows? What are they?( comedy ( drama ( new comedy
3) What does the host say about Friends compared to Survivor?  “Friends holds the commanding 46% advantage over Survivor at eight o’clock.”
4) When is the last episode going to air? In May
Second Listening:
Fill in the blanks!
That was just a little reminder of where we’ve been and a little tease of where we’re headed. We will be friends to the end. A little preview of the marketing campaign that will blanket the show’s final season and produce what we will unquestionably be the biggest event of the next television season. There will be special episodes along the way, super sized episodes throughout and the show will end its story run with a two-hour finale. A night that is sure to be the highest rated in night in entertainment next season. And along the way, America will vote on their favorite six Friends episodes of all time which we will then broadcast in a big countdown to the end. This show has always been there for us and these six will be there one more time… 
Get the students to pick one of the ‘blank’ words and to make a sentence with it. 
Post Listening Activity: A TV Charades Game
Put the students in groups of 3-4 and have them create a 2 minute scene (real or fake) from an English TV show (have them keep it a secret). Get them up in front of the class to present it and have the rest of the class try to guess which show they are acting out. 

LISTENING 3
1 LEA Semester 2
Friends to the End 
TRANSCRIPT
NBC Conference – New Season of Friends
Now, to my favorite night of the week… And I think you know why. You can now make that nineteen years in a row that NBC has owned Thursday night. And despite everything that was thrown at us, this year our Thursday night line up remained the highest rate at night of television for the tenth year in a row. Our margin of victory over CBS on this night is a waping twenty percent and nearly thirty percent among upscale viewers. Our Thursday includes the highest rated comedy, the highest rated drama, the highest rated new comedy, and the top four of comedies in all of the television. What more could you want? Well, how about another season of Friends? And another must-see comedy? Because that’s what we’ve got for you… And it all starts with them… This season, Friends was the highest rated scripted show for the second year in a row and the highest rated comedy for the fifth year in a row. Friends hold a commending 46% advantage over Survivor at eight o’clock. And in its final season, things are only gonna get bigger, and even better. An amazing end to an amazing run.

(…)

That was just a little reminder of where we’ve been and a little tease of where we headed. We will be friends to the end. A little preview of the marketing campaign that will blanket the show’s final season and produce what will unquestionably be the biggest event of the next television season. There will be special episodes along the way, super sized episodes throughout and the show will end its story run with a two-hour finale next May. A night that is sure to be the highest rated night in entertainment next season. And along the way, America will vote on their favorite six Friends episodes of all time which we will then broadcast in a big countdown to the end. This show has always been there for us and these six will be there one more time… 


LISTENING 4

1 LEA Semester 2
Canadian Hockey

Pre-listening activity:  General consensus Vocab activity.

Materials needed: (YOU MUST PREPARE AHEAD OF TIME! ()
2 sets of 4 cards with the letters A, B, C, D on them respectively.

Divide the students into two teams and explain the game:

Both teams are read a word (from the recording) with 4 possible definitions.  They must decide as a team quietly which is the correct definition.  You may read the words and the definitions out a few times.  When both teams have chosen their definition, a representative from each team will flip up the card with the letter corresponding to the definition they have chosen.

10 points rewarded for each correct answer, 0 for incorrect.  The team with the most points at the end of the game wins!

Note:  you may want to write the words out on the board, or you may not.  Do as many words as time permits. 
Words (starred answer is correct one)

1. clinch
A)  To become clear

B)  A high, steep, overhanging face of rock

C)  Something easy to accomplish

*D) To settle definitely and conclusively

2. plea
A)  A small, wingless insect, parasitic on warm-blooded animals

*B) An ardent request

C)  Something offered or acquired at a price advantageous to the buyer

D)  A strip of material used to protect a wound.

3. trophy
A)  An assortment or medley

B)  The shorter variety of hockey sticks

C)  A hollow, metallic musical instrument

*D) A prize received as a symbol of victory

4. poach
*A) To trespass

B)  A particular period in history

C)  To train or tutor

D)  A newly married man who was previously considered a confirmed bachelor

5. glitz
A) Unrestrained conversation

*B) Ostentatious showiness

C)  A sparkling or glistening light

D) A fool or idiot

6. new-fangled
A)  Something that is new, but looks old

B)  Description of carnivorous animal that has just acquired its canine teeth

*C) New and often needlessly novel

D)  Recently irritated

7. sienna
*A) An earth colour used as a pigment

B)  A small Italian town

C)  A fictitious episode or activity

D)  an authoritative decree or order

8. earnestness
*A) The state or quality of being determined

B)  The state or quality of being wealthy

C)  The state or quality of being discrete

D)  The state or quality of being happy

9. pet peeve
A)  Good humoured banter

B) A reptile normally kept in one’s home for amusement

*C) A particular personal vexation

D)  A person especially loved

10. predator
A) An appointment designated earlier in time than the actual one

B) A man who is vain about his dress and appearance

C) A ghost or haunting spirit
*D) One that victimizes, plunders, or destroys, especially for one's own gain

Listening Activity:  True or False?

Play the recording twice.  Tell students to take notes during the second listening.  Have students answer the true or false questions in their pack.  Make sure they provide a justification for each response.  Take them up as a class.
1. Mike Peska is addressing the Tampa Bay Lightning hockey team.  

2. Mike Peska is a fan of Canadian athletes in hockey, the Olympics and the French Open.  

3. The American to Canadian team ratio is currently 2 to 1.  

4. Some Canadian teams have become American over the years.  

5. The Winnepeg Jets played the Phoenix Coyotes last year.  

6. The Calgary Flames were originally an American team.  

7. Hulk Holgan is a local celebrity hockey player.  

8. Mike predicts that Tampa Bay will lose the defining match.  

9. One could say that Canadians are proud of curling.  

10. The sports announcer is in agreement with Mike’s opinions.

Answers:

1. TRUE:  Mike Peska addresses the team from Tampa

2. FALSE:  just hockey.  Roots for USA in Olympics and French Open

3. FALSE:  2:1 in early 90s

4. TRUE:  Quebec Nordiques and Winnepeg Jets

5. FALSE:  Winnepeg Jets became the Phoenix Coyotes

6. TRUE:  The Atlanta Flames

7. FALSE:  local celebrity wrestler

8. FALSE:  he doesn’t say

9. TRUE:  nation’s pride may rest on curling

10.   FALSE:  Mike’s opinions are his own.


Post-Listening Activity:  Comprehension questions
Play the recording at least twice.  Tell students to take notes during the second listening.

Have the students answer the following questions in their pack.  They will be taken up as a class after the listenings.

1. Who are the two teams playing in the final Stanley Cup playoff game and what country and city to they represent? Tampa Bay Lightning (Tampa, USA) and Calgary Flames (Calgary, Canada). 
2. Out of the “original six” teams, how many were Canadian?  How many teams are there currently?  Two original Canadian teams.  Currently, there are 30 teams (24 American and 6 Canadian)..
3. When Mike refers to the glizification of the NHL, what example does he give?  Explain.  The Coyote’s jerseys.  The new jerseys are all intricately designed with many colours and complicated graphics.
4. What is Mike’s pet-peeve about Tampa Bay Lightning’s name?  It bothers him that the team is named after the bay as opposed to the city itself.
5. Generally, why does Mike Peska think Tampa Bay should just let Calgary win?  America has been stealing the Canadian national sport (hockey) away from Canadians for years.  Since it is originally a Canadian game, Mike feels that the Canadian team should win the Stanley Cup.
LISTENING 4
1 LEA Semester 2
Canadian Hockey TRANSCRIPT
http://www.npr.org/features/feature.php?wfID=1942985
More sports, the world of hockey.  The Calgary Flames failed to clinch the national hockey league championship over the weekend, so they have to play one more game tonight against the Tampa Bay Lightning.  That match will decide who gets to hold the Stanley Cup the next year.  Day to Day’s Mike Peska will now address the following plea to the team from Tampa.

Mike Peska:

Come on Lightning, just lose.  Give the Canadians back the Stanley Cup.  Lord Stanley’s Cup.  It’s theirs!  Just look at the name “Lord”.  Canadians have lords.  If it were an American trophy it would be an Assistant Undersecretary for National Affairs Stanley’s Cup.  Now, I almost always root for the USA:  for the Olympics and the French Open, in UN votes, it’s USA all the way.  But we Americans have been slowly stealing hockey from Canada for years.  When the NHL had 6 teams—the “Original 6”, they were called—two were Canadian.  As recently as the early 90s, hockey had 14 American teams, 7 Canadian.  But expansion into the Sunbelt has destroyed that 2 to 1 ratio.  There are currently 24 American teams, only 6 Canadian.  A Canadian team hasn’t even played for the Stanley Cup in a decade.  What’s worse, the US has been outright poaching Canadian franchises.  When the Quebec Nordiques became the Colorado Avalanche, that was bad.  But when the Winnepeg Jets became the Phoenix Coyotes, there was a real rupture in the space-time ice-sun continuum.  The glitzification of the NHL can be seen right there on the Coyotes’ jerseys.  The old Winnepeg Jets’ logo looked like it had been designed by a third grade class, with only the Crayola 8-pack to work with.  The new-fangled Phoenix Coyote was a determined looking angular character with clear hoping influences set amid a purple and sienna colour scheme that had obviously tested through the roof.  If you stared into the eyes of that Coyote, he seemed to be laughing at the earnestness of Canadians.  As far as the teams playing tonight, the Calgary Flames actually did the reverse commute, having started life as the Atlanta Flames.  So the Flames don’t exactly have the tradition of the Montreal Canadians, but they still skate circles around Tampa Bay’s hockey history.  First of all—pet peeve—Tampa Bay is a bay.  The city is called Tampa.  It would be like naming the New York Yankees the Hudson River Yankees.  Then there are the Tampa Bay fans.  Perhaps their overall quality is represented by local celebrity: wrestler Hulk Holgan.  Before game one of the finals, the wrestler threatened to body slam 16-year old Brooke Boleah if she added any flourishes while singing the national anthem.  It should be noted that Brooke Boleah is Hulk Holgan’s daughter.  But Tampa, the team, the fans, the bay.  That’s not the problem.  Tampa could easily be the Nashville Predators, the San Jose Sharks, or the Anaheim Disney Tians (?).  When the cup is between from where there is no ice and a team from where there’s nothing but ice, we should go with the team with the ice.  Give the Canadians back their cup.  A nation’s pride cannot rest on curling alone.  For Day to Day, I’m Mike Peska.

Umm… a Day to Day editorial note here, we actually do have listeners in Florida, whereas we’re unaware of any Day to Day listeners in Calgary, Canada.  Mike’s opinions… are his own.
LISTENING 5

1 LEA Semester 2
St. Patrick’s Day

Pre-listening:
Which of the following symbols would you associate with Ireland? Why?
Eagle (no), Harp (yes, it’s the symbol of Ireland, on back of euro coins), Shamrock (yes, the other symbol, explains the mystery of the Trinity), Rose (no), Green (yes, v.green landscape), Budweiser (no) Guinness (self-explanatory!)
First Listening:Fill in the blanks in the following section and replace the inserted word with a corresponding synonym.

He’s (1)supposed to have brought Christianity to Ireland, but in fact, and he seems to have been a great man in his day, but he’s probably a compendium of all the great bishops, and sort of (2)selfless missionaries who brought Christianity. And as the Irish went (3)abroad with the waves of emigration, they had this (4)sense of national identity. Once a year, they got together in the name of ‘Paddy’, St. Patrick, which is the most (5)popular Irish surname, or first name, and they celebrated, and this has grown and grown, from the days of the minefields in California, the goldmining, to today. Actually today, the biggest celebration in the history of the State is taking place. We have, as I speak to you, there are three and a half thousand (6)floats moving through Dublin, watched by half a million people. So, we’re (7)catching up with America.
1. Supposed: alleged, said
2. Selfless: unselfish, generous, good-natured
3. Abroad: to a foreign country, overseas.
4. Sense: idea, concept, perception
5. Popular: common, favourite, usual
6. Floats: lorries, stages, 
7. Catching up with: advancing towards, getting as good as

Second Listening:

Answer the following questions:
1. Why were the black Irish known as bagmen? Because they shifted earth and carried it around.
2. Where did they presumably come from? Iberia, Spain
3. How is it that the people of Monsurat have Irish names? They’re descendants of people who either intermarried with the sugar planters or had children fathered by them, or who took the names of the plantation owners
4. How is Tim Pat going to celebrate Paddy’s Day? Going to do his garden, and have a party later
5. What is Tim Pat Coogan’s profession? Author, historian, former editor

Post Listening:

What stereotypes do you have of Irish people? Irish weather? Irish food? Irish culture?

 Do you think a celebration like St. Patrick’s Day is over- rated?

How do you define your national identity?
LISTENING 5
1 LEA Semester 2
St. Patrick’s Day TRANSCRIPT
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1773816 
The Tavis Smiley Show, March 17, 2004 · NPR's Tony Cox talks with Tim Pat Coogan, a journalist, historian and author of Ireland in the Twentieth Century, about the history of Ireland and its patron saint, St. Patrick.

From the neighbourhood pub to parardes on city streets, today countries around the world will celebrate the life, myths and legacy of St. Patrick. Joining us now for a closer look at the holiday and its history is Tim Pat Coogan, author of several books including the recently published Ireland in the Twentieth Century. He joins us by phone now from his home in Dublin, Ireland. Hey Tim, thanks for being with us.

-Ah it’s a great pleasure.

-Tell us a quick version of why we celebrate St. Patrick’s day.

-He’s supposed to have brought Christianity to Ireland, but in fact, and he seems to have been a great man in his day, but he’s probably a compendium of all the great bishops, and sort of selfless missionaries who brought Christianity. And as the Irish went abroad with the waves of emigration, they had this sense of national identity. Once a year, they got together in the name of ‘Paddy’, St. Patrick, which is the most popular Irish surname, or first name, and they celebrated, and this has grown and grown, from the days of the minefields in California, the goldmining, to today. Actually today, the biggest celebration in the history of the State is taking place. We have, as I speak to you, there are three and a half thousand floats moving through Dublin, watched by half a million people. So, we’re catching up with America.

Let me ask you this, this is very fascinating, and I’m very happy to have a real Irishman on the phone, so I can put this question to you, and you can set it straight for us. Who are the ‘black’ Irish?

Well black Irish already means a sort of darkness of character and they are attributed to various of the migrants who came to Ireland ‘fir bailigeoir’(Irish word). They were bagmen they were called.  They were low-sized, dark people who presumably came from Iberia, Spain, and they carried, they were known as bagmen cos they shifted earth and carried it in bags. Then other races are attributed to the added infusion of blackness for example the Spanish Armada. They say then that misegination at the time of the sugar plantations when a lot of Anglo-Irish went out to the Caribbean, to places like the Irish island of Monsurat, if you look in the telephone book, Monsurat today, or in that of Kingston, Jamaica, you’ll see an enormous number of Irish names such as O’Neills, Murphy, O’Reilly and so on. But they’re all black. They’re descendants of people who either intermarried with the sugar planters or had children fathered on them, or who took the names of the plantation owners. Because the unfortunate slaves were not allowed an identity of their own. 

Finally, though, how are you celebrating St. Paddy’s Day Tim?

Well, I’m actually celebrating by doing my garden! The daffodils are blooming, the green is really green, and the Spring sunlight. I’m keeping away from the oral Irish tradition, Paddy Flaherty, Jameson, Guinness etc. Until later on in the day. And I’m bringing, one of the older members of the family is coming here who’s called Patricia, or Paddy for short, so we thought we’d have a Paddy’s party, and I’m going to toast St. Patrick and wish he’d driven a few more of the political snakes out of the country. But he did his best and we should honour him for that. 

Tim Pat Coogan is a historian and author of Ireland in the Twentieth Century. He’s also the former editor of the Iirish press. He spoke to us from his home in Dublin. Tim, Happy St. Paddy’s day to you.

And to you, God bless and hoist one in the general direction of Dublin.
LISTENING 6
1 LEA Semester 2
Carnival Town in the US 
Pre-Listening    Working with a partner, try to answer/guess at these expressions/vocab:
1. When you say that a town “lies” on a road, it means:

      That the town is on the road, can be found by following road, sits on this road

2. If you say “it’s hard to tell”, you could also say:

It is difficult to say, difficult to state a clear answer, hard to see, hard to state one            way or the other

3. If someplace “boasts” a lot of fun things to do, it:  claims to have a lot to offer, brags that there is a lot going on there
4. Circle any correct definitions for “to be billed”

to receive an invoice
to be marketed/advertised
to be hit by someone

5. “Spreading the word” is another way of saying:  telling people around you news of something, using word of mouth to inform people about something
This NPR recording is a report about a town in the state of Florida in the USA.  

TEACHERS:  The First Listening is the first bit ONLY of the recording.  Stop the tape and play the intro part twice for the first listening.  

FIRST HALF LISTENING:   Follow this transcript of the introduction to this report.  Fill in the blanks with the exact expression you hear.  Then, give a synonym.
REPORTER: Gibsonton, Florida lies on Highway 41 south of Tampa. The people who live here call it Gibtown. It's a pretty small place - two gas stations, three restaurants and a lot of mobile homes. It would be hard to tell that at one time it was considered the (1) oddest town in America. The fire chief was Al Tomaini the (2) giant. The second deputy of police was a (3) dwarf. The sideshow fat man was also the town's (4) auto mechanic and Gibsonton still boasts the only post office in the country with a special counter for (5) midgets. If you want to understand how Gibsonton became the (6) carnival capital of the U.S., the place to start would be the (2) Giant’s Camp, a combination restaurant and (7) bait and tackle shop. It's the first thing you see when you drive into town. 

SYNONYMS

1. strangest, weirdest, most bizarre, freakiest, wackiest, most unusual

2. really big person, abnormally tall person

3. midget, really short person

4. car mechanic, car repairman, car fixer-upper

5. dwarves, really short people, abnormally short people

6. fishing supplies, lures

SECOND HALF LISTENING:  

1. What is unusual about Jeanie Tomanie?  And her husband?

  She is a half-girl, born without legs.  Her husband was a giant.

2. What exact numbers do you hear in connection with describe Jeanie and Al?

She is 2 feet, 6 inches tall.   He is 8 feet, 4 1/2 inches tall.

   #3, 4, and 5  True or False:  JUSTIFY YOUR RESPONSE:
          T or F? Justify
3. The Tomanies were known as the world’s weirdest husband & wife.  T, billed on carnival midways as the world’s stangest married couple

4. In 1936, the carnival moved to Gibsonton.    F, the Tomanies began spending off-season there

5. When Jeanie first came to Gibsonton, it was not a developed town. T, was swamp land/had to be cleared & filled/lot of work
6. Name 3 people that moved to Gibsonton with the Tomanie’s:

Sword swallower, fat lady, midget

7. Check any reasons why many carnival workers moved to Gibsonton:  ALL 4
· Word of mouth in the business.

· It was sunny during the time of year when the carnival didn’t tour.

· Good fishing.

· Elephants could live on your lawn.

8. What does Gibsonton seem like now?

A retirement village

Post Listening      Choose one question and discuss in groups of 3 or 4
1. Why do you think people are interested in looking at humans with physical deformities?  

2. American exhibition sideshows like Jeanie’s were eventually closed because the gov’t claimed the “freaks” were being exploited.  Jeanie said no - they were proud to be able to make a living and not take social welfare.  Do you agree or disagree? 

3. How can you compare or contrast contemporary TV reality shows or talk shows to the old circus freak sideshow?

LISTENING 6
1 LEA Semester 2
Carnival Town in the US TRANSCRIPT
http://www.radiodiaries.org/radiodiaries.html

RICHMAN: Gibsonton, Florida lies on Highway 41 south of Tampa. The people who live here call it Gibtown. It's a pretty small place - two gas stations, three restaurants and a lot of mobile homes. It would be hard to tell that at one time it was considered the oddest town in America. The fire chief was Al Tomaini the giant. The second deputy of police was a dwarf. The sideshow fat man was also the town's auto mechanic and Gibsonton still boasts the only post office in the country with a special counter for midgets. If you want to understand how Gibsonton became the carnival capital of the U.S., the place to start would be the Giant's Camp, a combination restaurant and bait and tackle shop. It's the first thing you see when you drive into town.  ***END OF 1ST LISTENING******* (rewind)
[sound of bait shop]
****START OF 2ND LISTENING ************
RICHMAN: A sign on the wall advertises sardines, frozen squid and live shrimp. Over by the cash register is Jeanie Tomaini, who runs the place.

JEANIE TOMAINI, Half-Girl: Don't help me or I'll fall down.

RICHMAN: When she's sitting behind the counter, Jeanie Tomaini looks perfectly normal. A new customer walking in for bait and pepperoni sticks would have no idea that Jeanie spent most of her life working as a sideshow attraction.

Ms. TOMAINI: Jeanie Tomaini, the world's only living half-girl. That's all there is. There ain't no more.

RICHMAN: Jeanie is 2 feet, 6 inches high. She was born without legs. Jeanie was married to Al Tomaini the giant, who stood 8 feet, 4-1/2 inches. Together, they were billed on carnival midways as the world's strangest married couple. In 1936, the Tomainis began spending the off-season in Gibsonton. At that time, says Jeanie, there wasn't much here.

Ms. TOMAINI: Oh, it was just all swamp land is all it was. The whole place had to be cleared and some had to be filled and it was a lot of work, but we moved down and all of our gang that was on the show with us and everything moved down - sword swallower and a fat lady and a midget and, you know, sideshow people. And then they spread the word to other friends of theirs and they all just decided they liked it. I guess you could say we were attracted to each other, because we all sort of stick together.

RICHMAN: Every winter, the population of Gibsonton would double, as thousands of carnival workers came in off the road at the end of the season. They came for the warm weather and the fishing and especially they came because the town had voted in a unique zoning classification called residential show business, which basically meant that everything, from concession stands to elephants, could be kept in the front yard. But over the years, Gibsonton has slowly become less of a winter quarters and more of a retirement village.

LISTENING 7
1LEA Semester 2
Australian Centennial 


Pre-Listening Activity
1. What is colonialism? 
Function: noun
1 : the quality or state of being colonial
2 : something characteristic of a colony
3 a : control by one power over a dependent area or people b : a policy advocating or based on such control
- co·lo·nial·ist-list/ noun or adjective
- co·lo·nial·is·tic - adjective
2. With a partner, list as many countries and their colonies in history as you can.

3. What does the term indigenous mean? Please give a synonym.  

 in·dig·e·nous  
Function: adjective
Etymology: Late Latin indigenus, from Latin indigena, n., native, from Old Latin indu, endo in, within + Latin gignere to beget -- more at END-, KIN
1 : having originated in and being produced, growing, living, or occurring naturally in a particular region or environment
2 : INNATE, INBORN
synonym see NATIVE
4. What is a centenary celebration?

5. Have you ever participated in a celebration on the birthday of a nation? What was it like?

First –Listening Activity: Fill in the Blanks

Australia’s one hundredth birthday was marked by a ceremony at the nation’s birthplace at centennial park in Sydney. The prime minister John Howard said the country should feel proud of it’s achievements. “It is one of but a handful of countries that has remained faithful and true to the principles of the rule of law and representative democracy.” The conservative Prime Minister’s views on what he calls Australia’s proud record on race and multiculturalism are at odds with many of the indigenous community. Australia was a remote outpost of the British empire before independence. It was used as a prison colony after European settlers arrived in 1788. Freedom from colonial control was granted more than a hundred years later. The country’s one hundredth birthday party began with a dawn service conducted by an Aboriginal tribe in Alice Springs deep in the heart of Australia. In 1901 indiginous people were not officially recognized. Even today, many Aboriginees live in third-world conditions.
Second-Listening Activity

1. What are Australians celebrating? Australians today celebrated not only the start of a new year, but one hundred years of independence from Britain.
2. What did the centeniary celebration include? centeniary celebration that included a three hour parade, a spectacular display of fireworks, and an all-night beach party.

3. What was Australia before it’s independence? Australia was a remote outpost of the British empire before independence.
4. How does the country’s one hundredth birthday party begin? The country’s one hundredth birthday party began with a dawn service conducted by an Aboriginal tribe in Alice Springs deep in the heart of Australia.
5. Who is Betty Churcher? Betty Churcher from the National Council for the Centeniary Federation
6. During this celebration, there are renewed calls for what in Australia? Amid the celebrations there are renewed calls for Australians to think again about becoming a republic and breaking free from their ties to the British Monarchy.
7. When will the general election campaign be held? The issue could feature heavily in a        general election campaign expected later this year.
Post-Listening Activity
With a partner, begin planning the one hundred year celebration for Australia. How will you incorporate multiculturalism into your celebration? How will you tie the Aboriginal people into this one hundred year celebration? Make a list of the necessary components of the centennial party.
LISTENING 7
1LEA Semester 2
Australian Centennial TRANSCRIPT
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1116328
Australians today celebrated not only the start of a new year, but one hundred years of independence from Britain. On Jan 1, 1901 Australia’s 6 separate British colonies became an independent federation. Today half a million people lined the streets of Sydney for the centenary celebration that included a three hour parade, a spectacular display of fireworks, and an all-night beach party. Phil Mercer reports...

Singing

Australia’s one hundredth birthday was marked by a ceremony at the nation’s birthplace at Centennial Park in Sydney. The Prime Minister John Howard said the country should feel proud of its achievements. “It is one of but a handful of countries that has remained faithful and true to the principles of the rule of law and representative democracy.” The conservative Prime Minister’s views on what he calls Australia’s proud record on race and multiculturalism are at odds with many of the indigenous community. Australia was a remote outpost of the British Empire before independence. It was used as a prison colony after European settlers arrived in 1788. Freedom from colonial control was granted more than a hundred years later. The country’s one hundredth birthday party began with a dawn service conducted by an Aboriginal tribe in Alice Springs deep in the heart of Australia. In 1901 indigenous people were not officially recognized. Even today, many Aboriginees live in third-world conditions. They die on average 20 years younger than white Australians and are more likely to go to jail and be unemployed. Indigenous campaigner Maury Bennett believes there’s little to celebrate. “ Today like every other day, for 211 years it’s a day of survival, we’ve survived another year, another century that the struggle for aboriginal people still is a major struggle in this country.”

Thousands of events are planned for the next 12 months across the country. It’s a giant education program to teach Australians more about their history. Betty Churcher from the National Council for the Centenary Federation says it’s an opportunity to acknowledge the past injustices inflicted on the Aboriginal community. “We’re hoping that this is seriously a new dawn, a new way of going forward. We’ll help reconciliation. We’ll help all of the whims that have occurred in the last 100 years and it will move forward in a much more united way. And, I’m not just talking about indigenous and white Australia; I’m talking about all of the different peoples who have come to Australia.”

The British Queen who’s still Australia’s head of state has sent her best wishes. Amid the celebrations there are renewed calls for Australians to think again about becoming a republic and breaking free from their ties to the British Monarchy. In Nov. 1999 Australia voted overwhelmingly to maintain their historic links with the British crown. There are those however who want all ties to the monarchy severed. The issue could feature heavily in a general election campaign expected later this year.

For NPR news, this is Phil Mercer in Sydney.

LISTENING 8 
1LEA Semester 2 
Geographical Food Names

Pre-Listening

Synonyms
Work with a partner to find synonyms for the following words and expressions:

1.  Generally 


widely

2.  A drive


a campaign

3.  intellectual property
somebody’s idea

4.  small potatoes

not very much

5. friction 


tension 

6. to shell out


to pay

7. to be a big hit

to be successful
8. to claw back

to take back slowly

9. generic


general, always the same thing

10. onerous


strict, laborious



 First Listening

True or False?

Answer the following questions with ‘true’ or ‘false.’ 

Be ready to justify a ‘false’ answer with a few words.  

1. Europeans are trying to protect Champagne from being sold to America.  F they are trying to protect the name from being used in America for a non-European product. 

2. Imports account for 50% of sales at ‘Vace’.  T

3. Imports are generally cheaper.  F they are more expensive “shell out another 8 bucks”

4. The Geographical Indication exists in order to protect local produce.  T (regional specialities) 

5. You can only really be sure that Champagne is Champagne if it comes from Champagne.  T onl sparkling wine from this area can be called Champagne.  

Second Listening: Short Answer Questions 
1. What are ‘Geographical Indications?’  They are luxury food goods bearing the name of their product or region.  

2. Why is this issue problematic?  World trade negotiations are already troubled. 

3. What two differences does the store owner stress between imported and  non-imported ham? Price and Quality.

4. What does he sell the most of?  Buffalo Mozzarella!!

5. In what does Cheddar differ from Feta?  Feta must be from Greece to be so-called.  Cheddar can come from anywhere even though it originates in a village called Cheddar.  

6.     As an example of what is Champagne evoked?      An example of a product that cannot be so-called outwith the region where it is produced.  

Post-Listening:  
Ideas for questions to be discussed:

Are we really what we eat?

Can eating habits define a person?

Should there be a fat tax?

Should the government inflate prices at McDonald’s to stop people eating there?

Should fat people pay more for health care?

Is being fattist as bad as being racist?  

Why is it that France is renowned for its cuisine?  



LISTENING 8 
1LEA Semester 2
Geographical Food Names TRANSCRIPT
http://www.commongroundradio.org/shows/03/0329.shtml#7
MCHUGH: "Geographical Indications": you may not know the jargon, but you might have tasted—and probably enjoyed—at least one of the products the term refers to. Take Stilton and Roquefort cheeses, Parma ham, and Champagne. They're specialty goods which are generally named after their place or region of origin. The examples we just gave are among the best known, but there are hundreds more, especially in Europe where there's a drive to protect the names from what Europeans see as abuse of their intellectual property by foreign usurpers. The accused would include US producers, who complain that the Europeans are trying to take back terms which have become common in America, like Parmesan. Fighting over the name of a cheese may sound like small potatoes, but the issue is causing additional friction in already troubled world trade negotiations. Malcolm Brown examines what's really in a name.
[The sound of a meat slicer.]
MALCOLM BROWN: A spinning blade shaves thin slices off a leg of cured ham at Vace, an Italian delicatessen in northwest Washington, DC. This is the domestic stuff. Yours for around $11 a pound. If you want to shell out another 8 bucks, you can get Prosciutto di Parma—aka Parma ham.
[The sound of a cash register.]
BROWN: It seems many are prepared to pay the extra. The store estimates that around 50 percent of its customers go for the import. Its taste and texture are the result of a carefully regulated process that stresses quality and takes more than a year to complete. Vace's manager Mauricio Calcagno says it's worth the wait.
MAURICIO CALCAGNO: There's a big difference in the price, but the taste is also, it's amazing. It's much better quality, the imported. Personally, if I could, I would eat the imported Parma ham all the time.
BROWN: Of course, Parma is not the only Italian specialty on sale here.
CALCAGNO: The biggest ones would probably be the Parmigiano-Reggiano and the Parma Prosciutto and the Buffalo. The Buffalo Mozzarella is a big hit too. It's quite difficult to find in most of your typical markets.
[Sounds of consumers and cash registers at a large supermarket.]
BROWN: What's much easier to find in the aisles of major supermarkets are US-made products which can trace their history back across the Atlantic. Now, the US food industry is fighting what it sees as an unfair European effort to reclaim terms which have become familiar to US consumers. Sarah Thorn is director of international trade at the Grocery Manufacturers of America.
SARAH THORN: They want to claw back names for products like parmesan and pilsner and feta that are generic in this country and that consumers understand as a kind of cheese, or a kind of beer and that aren't really identified with a country or a particular region any more.
BROWN: European officials haven't listed the specific products they want added to a global registry, but they do say that they want the sort of protections available in the EU extended worldwide. In Europe, only Greek producers can call their cheese feta. Cheddar, on the other hand, is regarded as generic and isn't on the protected list, even though it takes its name from a village in the southwest of England. Gerry Kiely, Agriculture counselor at the European delegation in Washington, says the aim is to protect high-quality, regional specialties.
GERRY KIELY: We have 600 products registered in the European Union where we give full protection. We have a very onerous process that a company has to go through before a product can be considered a Geographical Indication. And we will decide, yes it is a GI, or it's generic. If we consider it's a GI, then we want protection internationally for it.
BROWN: In effect that would provide selected foods with the sort of worldwide legal protection already covering many wines and spirits.
[The sound of a popping champagne cork, followed by the sound of champagne pouring into a glass.]
BROWN: Take champagne. A sparkling wine may only use the famous name if it actually comes from the Champagne region of France.
[The sound of clinking champagne glasses.]
BROWN: Thomas Bruce, the Director of the Office of Champagne, USA, says it's simply impossible to make the same product anywhere else.

LISTENING 9 
1LEA Semester 2
Running of the Bulls for Kid’s

Pre-Listening Activity:

English has adopted many foreign words into its lexicon.  Match the following foreign words or expressions with their origin. NOTE—the countries can be used more than once.

1.  soprano
C




a.  Arabic
2.  shampoo 
E




 b.  Spanish
3.  mosquito 
B




 c.  Italian
4.  siesta
B




d.  Afrikaans
5.  snorkel
G




e.  Hindi
6.  waltz
G




f.  Turkish
7.  pasta
C




g.  German
8.  trek

D
9.  algebra
A
10. bungalow
E
11. jungle
E
12. kiosk
F
FIRST LISTENING
Fill in the blanks with the terms you hear on the tape.  Then give a synonym for the term.  

1.  “But they also celebrate the secular—lay, nonreligious traditions of Spain…”  

2. “Many young Spaniards dream of one day _sprinting—running at top speed_a hair’s breath ahead of a thousand-pound __charging—chasing, rushing toro.”

3.  “The horns are real though, and so is the _adrenaline surge—rush of excitement among the kids and the grown-ups—adults that run alongside them.”

4. “Now urban _sprawl—spreading, extension and economic _prosperity—good fortune, success is turning it into a bedroom community as well.”

5.  “Until a few summers ago, the encierro chico was run with real baby bulls, but too many of the calves—baby bulls escaped.  But for Esteban Dominguez, this is no laughing matter—this is something to take seriously, not to be taken lightly.
SECOND LISTENING:
Answer the following questions based on the listening.

1. When is the festival season in Spain?  Summer
2. What is the difference between the encierro chico and the regular bull-runnings?  Regular ones are for adults and use real bulls;  encierro chico is for children and uses stuffed bulls.
3. The encierro chico is run in honor of what saint?  Our Lady of the Assumption
4. How does Carmen Palomo feel about bullfighting?  How does she defend the encierro chico?   Against bullfighting, but she says that she prefers the encierro chico for her child more than use of guns like in the US.  
5. Why does Esteban Dominguez take the encierro chico so seriously?

For him, it’s about keeping an ancient tradition alive—culture cannot be banned, according to him.

Post-Listening:
1. Currently outside the Hotel Negresco, there is a sign that says “Corrida:  LA HONTE”.  Do you feel that bullfighting is cruel or that it is an integral part of Hispanic society which should not be opposed?

2. Do you agree with Esteban Dominguez—that one cannot ban culture?  

LISTENING 9 
1LEA Semester 2
Running of the Bulls for Kid’s TRANSCRIPT
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=3858653

Spanish Town Hosts Running of the Bulls for Kids.

Summer in Spain is a season of festivals.  In many rural towns and villages, these ferias are linked to the local patron saint.  But they also celebrate the secular traditions of Spain.  In the town of Miraflores de la Sierra, located in the hills outside Madrid, children can learn how to run with the bulls.  Jerome Socolovksy sent this audio postcard.
JEROME SOCOLOVSKY:  The band warms up the crowd in the street, and then…a bottle rocket signals the start of the encierro, the running of the bulls.  Many young Spaniards dream of one day sprinting a hair’s breath ahead of a thousand-pound charging toro.  Ever since Hemingway wrote about the bull-run in Pamplona, an encierro in Spain is a must-do for many American college students who travel through Europe.  Well, my son Mendel has already done it, he’s not even two years old!  He joined at least a hundred local children in the encierro chico, the bull run for kids.  Of course, the bulls aren’t the same animals that chased their parents earlier in the day:  they’re stuffed heads of bulls mounted on wheel barrows.  The horns are real though, and so is the adrenaline surge among the kids and the grown-ups that run alongside them.  The encirro chico is run daily through the narrow streets of Miraflores de la Sierra during the weeklong festival, or feria, in honor of Our Lady of the Assumption.  On the outskirts of the town, stone mansions shaded by towering Atlas cedars recall Miraflores’ origin as an exclusive summer retreat for Madrid’s upper class. Now urban sprawl and economic prosperity is turning it into a bedroom community as well.  The encierro chico is a hit here, even among those who have reservations about the national pastime.  Carmen Palomo has volunteered to chaperone her son Diego’s youth group.

(from the Spanish)  “I’m against bullfighting, I don’t like the bullfights”, she says.  “But this is just a game.  I don’t take my kids to the real bullfights.  I would rather a child play with a fake bull than with  a real gun like you see in the United States like you see on the TV news”, she adds.  When they’re not being chased, groups of children push the pretend bulls and whack them from all sides with rolled-up newspapers.  Until a few summers ago, the encierro chico was run with real baby bulls, but too many of the calves escaped.  The fun goes on as the toros and the kids chase each other in circles around town.  But for thirteen-year-old Esteban Dominguez, this is no laughing matter.  He says it’s about keeping an ancient tradition alive.  

(from the Spanish) “…and those who want to ban it, should be banned themselves, because this is a tradition”, he says, “it’s culture and you can’t ban culture.”  When it’s all over, members of the local youth group Los Torris, who have been pushing the wheeled bulls, sing their song.  “We don’t mess with anyone”, they sing, “but if anyone messes with us, watch out…”  For NPR news, I’m Jerome Socolovsky in Miraflores de la Sierra, Spain.



LISTENING 10 
1LEA Semester 2
US Getting Less Vacation

Pre-listening

Teachers:  Write the questions below on the board, divide students into groups of 2 or 3 and ask them to pick a discussion question.  Give them 2 minutes to discuss the questions and then have the students report back.  Ask the students to write the key words or expressions on the board or, you (the teacher) can do it.

1.  Where do you go to spend your vacation time?  For how long and when?

2.  Do you prefer having a lot of short vacations or one long one?  Why?

3.  What do you know about American vacations?  How do they compare with vacations in France?

Vocabulary   Teachers:  Assign only one question to each group of two to three students.

In pairs discuss the meaning of the underlined words, come up with a definition, and answer the follow-up questions.

1.
“Workaholism is just as bad as drunk driving.”

-Do you suffer from workaholism?

2.
“Add this to the growing list of maladies that are spreading in 21st century America; vacation deficit disorder.” 

-Do you suffer from vacation deficit disorder?

3.
“A situation where employees can swap vacation time for cash?


- Would you swap your vacation time for cash?

4.  
“I think in this country we don’t value free time.”

-How do you spend your free time?

5. 
“If you look at the studies it’s pretty staggering what a simple vacation can do for 


for your life.”


-What in general do you find particularly staggering?

6.  
“Another study showed that burn out in this country can be cured by a vacation.”

-What do you do to avoid burn out?

First Listening:  Tell the students to listen to the telephone interview between the broadcaster and Joe Robinson, author of the book Work to live:  The Guide to Getting a Life.  
Fill in the blanks with the exact expression used in the recording.  Then give a synonym or paraphrase to show the meaning of each.

M:  Add this to the growing list of (1) _____________that are spreading in 21st century America; vacation deficit disorder.  With the rising unemployment rate, the 

(2) __________economy, and the ever-increasing (3) __________ of debt in America, employees are (4) _________ longer and longer hours on the job.  Recent surveys have found that 44% of American workers are trimming their vacation this year and another 26% are taking no vacation at all.  Joe Robinson has launched what he calls the “work to live movement” to (5) __________ that situation.  He’s written a book of the same title and he joins us now from our west coast studios.  Mr. Robinson, thank you for joining us.

J:  Nice to be here.

M:  You conducted a survey and you found that Americans are progressively taking fewer and fewer vacation days each year.  Why is this happening?

J:  Well, it’s a (6) __________ of a number of factors.  Ah… mostly downsizing.  The people who are left at those jobs are now doing the work of two or three people.  So there’s more work and it’s harder to get away from that work.

1.  maladies

syn sicknesses, diseases
2.  sputtering

syn weakening, failing


3.  mound

syn amount, pile

4.  logging

syn working, putting in
5.  reverse

syn turn it around, change, modify
6.  convergence
syn mix, potpourri, modge podge


Second Listening:  Now Listen to the interview again and focus on the two following questions.

1.  List as many reasons as you can that Mr. Robinson gives for why Americans are taking fewer and fewer vacation days.  

Downsizing (one person is doing the work of 2 or 3 people) 

false urgency of 24/7 technology tools (email, cell phones) 

fear and guilt 

do not value free time 

only productivity valued

2. List the 3 effects of vacation deficit disorder given by Joe Robisnson.  

Health problems, heart attack, burn out.

Post Listening

1.  Do you feel that you or your family members/friends work to live rather than live to work?

2.  Do you see this phenomenon occurring in France?  Are the French taking less vacations as well?

3.  If you can’t take a long vacation, what do you think might be some other options or activities that you can do to avoid burn out?
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US Getting Less Vacation TRANSCRIPT

http://discover.npr.org/features/feature.jhtml?wfId=1381951 

M:  I’m Michelle Norris.

R:  And I’m Robert Segull and this is All Things Considered from NPR News.

M:  Add this to the growing list of maladies that are spreading in 21st century America; Vacation deficit disorder.  With the rising unemployment rate, the sputtering economy, and the ever-increasing mound of debt in America, employees are logging longer and longer hours on the job.  Recent surveys have found that 44% of American workers are trimming their vacation this year and another 26% are taking no vacation at all.  Joe Robinson has launched what he calls the “work to live movement” to reverse that situation.  He’s written a book of the same title and he joins us now from our west coast studios.  Mr. Robinson, thank you for joining us.

J:  Nice to be here.

M:  You conducted a survey and you found that Americans are progressively taking fewer and fewer vacation days each year.  Why is this happening?

J:  Well, it’s a convergence of a number of factors.  Ah… mostly downsizing… ah… the people who are left at those jobs are now doing the work of 2 or 3 people.  So there’s more work and ah… it’s harder to get away from that work.  You have the rise of what I call the false urgency of the ah… 24/7 technology tools ah… email, cell phones etc…  We don’t know how to use these darn things.  So when they chime or ring ah…  we don’t really check to see whether it’s urgent or what the consequences are of waiting.  And then there’s the big factors which are fear and guilt.  And ah… we have a vacation system in this country that’s ah… completely neurotic and it’s based on guilt ah… the  sense that it’s really not legitimate for you to take that time.

M:  And then there’s this interesting phenomenon that ah… employees are giving back their vacation time.  I saw the statistics.  Americans give back 19.5 billion dollars in unused vacation.  Is this ah… corporations or employers created some sort of disincentive to use vacation time?  A situation where employees can swap vacation time for cash?

J:  Well, there is a little bit of swapping that goes on out there, but that’s not really the lion’s share of it.  Most of the give back is just simply people not using all of their vacation days, you know, under this fear and guilt that ah…  if they do they might be perceived as not as committed as the next worker.  And ah…  it’s really the equivalent of handing your paycheck back.  I think that, you know, in this country we don’t value free time.  Ah… we think that there’s only value in productivity and tasks.  So ah… people really have to band together here and that’s what we’re trying to do with “work to live.”  Ah… we think that ah… workoholism is just as bad as drunk driving.  In fact, 10, 000 people a year die in Japan from over work which they call “korotio” over there.  And ah… we work 100 more hours every year than the Japanese do so I’d hate to think how many thousands of people are dying here from over work.  

M:  You know, it stands to reason that all work and no play could create significant health problems but there’s a whole body of research that’s actually looked into this issue; the cost of vacation deprivation.

J:  Well, it’s true.  You know, um… if you look at some of the studies it’s pretty staggering what a simple vacation can do for your life.  Ah… one study measured that ah… just an annual vacation can uh… cut the risk of heart attacks in men by 30%.  And then ah… another study showed that it cut it by 50% in women.  And then ah… another study showed that ah… burn out, which is the end of the line of chronic stress, and it’s epidemic in this country right now, can be cured by a vacation.  

M:  Joe Robinson has launched what he calls the “work to live movement.”  He’s written a book of the same title.  Joe, thanks for speaking with us.

J:  Thank you very much. 
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Mother’s Day

Pre-Listening:

Get students into groups of 3 or 4.  Assign each group one of the following situations.  They must work together to compose a Mother’s Day card using (appropriately) all the words provided.  Give them at least 5 minutes to compose their card.  Help students with any vocabulary difficulty.  Circulate.  Have a representative from each group read their situation and composition to the class.

	Situation
	Words (from the listening)

	1. You were once a terrible son who has only ever given your mother grief and stressed her out.  You would like to apologise.
	Ample, surprise, giant, situations, different, express, appreciate

	2. You have never known your mother because she left you when you were still a baby.  You are sad for the lost time. 
	Surprise, trouble, ample, procrastinate, specifically, concerned

	3. You are a 50 year old woman and are writing to your dying 80 year old mother.
	Model, differ, honour, ample, manufacture, to tend to do sth, thoughts

	4. You are a teenage son writing on behalf of yourself and your 6 sisters.  You still live with your mom.
	Communicator, procrastinate, ample, consideration, growing up, relationships

	5. You grew up in a single-mom household and now, as a 25 year old daughter, you think back to this time.
	Business, role, ample, analyse, specifically, feelings, growing up

	6. You are writing for a magazine, addressing the card to all mothers as a whole.
	“a large share”, honour, ample, sender, receiver, to tend to do sth 

	7. You are writing to your stepmother whom you do not like very much.
	Concerned, procrastinate, ample, gratitude, express, consideration

	8. You are writing to your wife with whom you have 2 children, whom you deem to be an excellent mother.
	Ample, trouble, gratitude, specifically, honour, manufacture, 


First Listening:
True or False.

Answer the following questions by circling the correct response.  Be sure to provide a justification for each of your responses.

1. At the time of the recording, Mother’s Day had already happened a week ago.

T
F
_in a week; next Sunday_______________________________

2. Hallmark Cards works half a year ahead of time to provide cards for Mother’s Day.

T
F
_a year ahead_______________________________________

3. Sons have no problem writing to their mothers about being problematic in the past with them. 

T
F
not afraid to mention that they might’ve been a problem when growing up

4. Men generally have difficulty showing their love to their mothers.

T
F
_They aren’t afraid to express their love__________________

5. Nancy believes the card business is helpful to people.

T
F
helps people express their emotions, thoughts and feelings
Second Listening: 
Answer the following questions.

1. What is Nancy’s job?

Editorial director for Mother’s Day at Hallmark Cards

2. What do card manufacturers have to think about when writing Mother’s Day cards?

 - the different relationships between the sender and their mother

- honouring the role of mothers

- the different emotions the sender wants to express

3. How does Nancy describe daughters?

- open in their expression of love and gratitude to their mothers

- communicators

4. What does the “model line” depend on?

- the sending situations that are required.

Post-listening (if time)

Class discussion.  You can run this as a general discussion or as an informal debate by splitting up the class.

Is mother’s day too commercial?  Can you think of other holidays that have been corrupted by commercialism?  Are card companies like Hallmark Cards evil?
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Ok, here’s ample notice.  Mother’s Day is next Sunday.  That’s right.  One Week.  Seven days.  Even if you haven’t been thinking about it, you won’t be surprised to learn that the people at Hallmark Cards have.  As reported in a recent issue of the New Yorker, the giant greeting factory in Kansas City works year-round to make sure that it gets a large share of the dollars spent on mom.  Nancy S. is the editorial director for Mother’s Day at Hallmark Cards and she joins us from Member station KCUR in Kansas City.  Nancy, thanks for taking the time.

NS:  Well thank you for having me.

Is this Mother’s Day already in the past for you?

NS:  Yes it is.  It’s been done for at least a year.

Really!  You work a year ahead of time?

NS:  Yes we do.

Oh my goodness!  You know, so many other people procrastinate when it comes to Mother’s Day, I mean, y’know, you buy a card that afternoon and go over and say hi, and you’re working a year ahead of time?

NS:  Well we have to, to get the cards analysed and written and drawn and manufactured and shipped, and it takes us that long to do it.

So next Mother’s Day is almost in the past for you now, right?

NS:  Almost, yes.

Oh my goodness.  Well, what do you consider, um, in writing the cards?  What’s taken into consideration?

NS:  Well, uh, we always are concerned about the different relationships between the sender and their mother and uh, the main theme always is honouring the role of mothers on Mother’s Day.  But our senders have different emotions they want to express.

Do sons buy different cards from daughters?

NS:  Yes they do.  And we make cards specifically for sons to send to their mothers.  And we make cards specifically from daughters.

And wha- how would they differ, do you think?  I mean, other than, y’know, “Happy Mother’s Day from your son.” Heh.

NS:  Well ah, men tend to, ah, not be afraid to mention that there might’ve- they might’ve been a bit of a problem when they were growing up.  Uh, they, they apologise sometimes for being trouble to their moms, but they aren’t afraid also to express their love and to say how much they, um, appreciate all their mom- mother did for them all their lives.

Ahh and daughters, too?

NS:  Daughters uh, are very open in their expressions of uh love and gratitude to their mothers.  Women are the communicators so they’re not shy about that.

How is it determined how you display the cards in the store?

NS:  Uh, we have a model line that we fill every year.  And the model line is based on the sending situations that are required.  And so we display the cards and uh starting at the beginning usually they’re “to mother”, “to mom” and then they move on down to uh “wife,” “daughter,” “sister,” “friend,” “from both,” “from daughter,” “from son,” that sorta thing.

Sending situations, that sounds (NS: yes) so business like, (NS: yes) sending situations. (laugh)
NS:  Well it is a business for us, but uh, we’re in the business of uh helping people express their emotions and their thoughts and their feelings.

[…]
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