2nd Year LEA Oral English 2004-2005



Teacher Script
Semester 1

Comprehension and TPO Syllabus

Ger O’Callaghan, Whitney Webb, Amy Sentell, David Fournier.

COMPREHENSION

Week 1
Oct 25-29

Britain Against the Euro 

Week 2
Nov 1-5

Flesh and Fashion

Week 3
Nov  8-12

Margaret Thatcher Interview

Week 4
Nov 15-19

Air Traffic Communication Breakdown

Week 5
Nov 22-26

Irish Pubs Enforce Smoking Ban

Week 6
Nov29- Dec 3

Haiti’s Tropical Storm Jeanne

Week 7
Dec 6-10

Practice Exam – TPO Overflow Class
Week 8
Dec 13-17

Western Tobacco Companies

BREAK
DEC 18- JAN 3

Week 9
Jan  3-7

Roddy Doyle Interview

Week 10
Jan 10-14

Fashion Back in Black 

Week 11
Jan 17-21

Revision Week – No Classes



Jan 24-Feb 4

Exams – No Classes

Evaluation

Comprehension Exam: Jan/Feb, 20points

Oral Grade: 20points, class presentation and participation

PRESENTATION TOPICS

w.3 Nov 8-12

Cultural Stereotypes

What it means to be European

What it means to be French

w.4 Nov 15-19
Fashion Changes

What is True Beauty?

Pop Idols

w.5 Nov 22-26
Women in Politics

Independent Women

Women of the 21st Century

w.6 Nov 29-Dec 3
Changes in Communication

Communication Breakdown

The Fallibility of Technology

w.7 Dec 6-10

Smoking in France

Health Issues of the 21st Century

Anti-Smoking Campaigns

w.9 Jan 3-7

Natural Disasters

Environmental Pollution

Our Vulnerability to the Elements

w.10 Jan 10-14
Exploitation

Much wants More

Money is the Root of all Evil
The Presentation is the most important part of the TPO class, and starting on week 3 (Nov. 3-7) will take up 7weeks. There will be 2 presentations per class (this may be subject to slight alteration depending on numbers), and each presentation is conducted in pairs. 

The students only have 12-15mins to complete their presentation, and both people have to contribute equally as they are marked individually. As these topics are very broad and general, the student just has to take any small aspect of any of them and develop it. E.g. A student might analyse a newspaper advertisement of a government health warning against the dangers of tobacco. Encourage them to present newspaper articles, books, photos, recordings etc. to the class to make the presentation more animated. The objective is to link the presentation to the listening comprehensions already completed so, therefore, the students should be able to use some new vocabulary discovered in class!

It is also the responsibility of each pair to propose an interactive class activity after the presentation in order to have a student-led discussion. The last 10mins of class will be spent giving feedback to the students.

The presentation is worth 20points, 10 points for the presentation and 10 points for attendance, participation and contribution to the TPO class.

You and a partner can choose a topic that interests you and then do your presentation during the corresponding Speaking class.

Presentation Requirements:

Your presentation should include set-up, introduction, main section, and interactive activity.

DO:


· Speak clearly, make eye contact with your classmates.

· Use notecards to help you follow your plan/outline.

· Use the board for statistics, new vocabulary.

· Plan a different/interesting interactive activity for your classmates.

· Use interesting materials e.g. newspapers, photos, ads., recordings.

· Practice your presentation with your partner before class.

· Time your presentation. Use your time wisely.

DO NOT:

· Read your presentation!

· Stare out the window while your partner is speaking!
· Forget to plan a good, clear activity that everyone can participate in.
PRESENTATION SIGN-UP SHEET

WEEK


GROUP



TOPIC

w.3 Nov 8-12

________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.4 Nov 15-19
________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.5 Nov 22-26
________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.6 Nov 29- Dec 3
________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.7 Dec 6-10

________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.9 Jan 3-7

________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.10 Jan 10-14 
________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

TPO Suggestions

Role Plays:

Divide the class into pairs and allocate each with one of the following role plays. Allow the student 3-4mins to prepare together before speaking.

1. Teacher/Student - One student plays the role of a rebellious student who has not completed homework exercises and is flagrantly disobedient in class. The other takes on the role of the teacher who has to react.

2. Parent/Teenager - One student plays the teenager who stays out all night and fails to come home until the following morning. He/She has to explain himself/herself to a parent who is demented with worry, and extremely angry.

3. Friend/Friend – The students play the part of two friends, one of whom has something very important/secretive to tell the other that he/she doesn’t want anybody else to find out. One must explain what this all-important secret is and the other must react to the information.

4. Landlord/Tenant – One student takes on the role of a nasty landlord/landlady who wants to raise the rent without warning, and without making any improvements to the apartment. The other student plays the tenant who does not want to move but refuses to pay more rent.

5. Tourist/Local – One student plays the part of a tourist who has just landed in France/Nice and cannot speak any French. He/She is looking for information on where to go, what to do, what to eat, what sites to see etc. The other plays the part of an English-speaking local who is only too glad to volunteer information.

6. Parent/Child – This is a telephone-based role-play, where one student plays the role of a teenager who has just spent a week in a new city/country, and is informing a concerned mother on how he/she has been faring in his/her adventures thus far.

7. Interviewer/Celebrity – One student plays the role of an interviewer, the other of a famous celebrity (the students can choose whoever they wish) who is asked questions about his/her work, lifestyle, the advantages and disadvantages of public life etc.

Constructing a Story:

The teacher begins the story with a sentence that ends on a particularly dramatic note and, in turn, around the class everybody will contribute the subsequent sentences. The story will gain its own momentum as each speaker gets his/her turn. As this is more a spontaneous exercise than a prepared one, it should be interesting to see what course the story will take!

Here are some suggestions for the opening sentence:

· It was a particularly cold, dark, wet evening in late November and I didn’t want to walk home alone. However, I was the last person to leave the library and I had no choice in the matter. A gust of wind banged the door shut behind me and I jumped nervously. I started walking quickly towards town when, all of a sudden I became aware of a  noise behind me …

· It was going to be the perfect party. I had everything prepared, the food, the drinks, the music, and had invited all my friends. While waiting for everyone to arrive, I went upstairs to get myself ready. I was just about to step into the shower when the phone rang …

· I woke up not knowing where I was or what time it was. It was really dark, and it took a few minutes for me to realize that I was at home in my own bed. Suddenly, however, I became aware of a weird smell and, jolting myself awake, I realized that it was smoke! The house was on fire …

· I was busy doing my homework in my bedroom one evening, when all of a sudden, the door was flung open and Mom burst into the room, brandishing a piece of paper in her hand. ‘I’ve done it’, she cried, ‘I’ve won a share of the National Lottery!’…

· There was no way out. I was caught in a terrible dilemma. I could go home, tell my parents, and face up to the consequences, or I could run away. However, I didn’t have any money and couldn’t think of anywhere to go…

The Adjective Game:

Divide the class into pairs or small teams of 3-4 people. Have a list of nouns for which you need suitably corresponding adjectives. Give the students 2mins to brainstorm and to come up with as many adjectives as possible. A marking scheme will give them greater incentive to think of more complicated adjectives. 

E.g.
 For adjectives of three letters, give 2points


 For adjectives of four letters, give 3points


 For adjectives of five letters, give 4points


 For adjectives of six or more letters, give 5points.

A note of the adjectives should be made on the board, which will help students to broaden their vocabulary. At the end of the game, the team with the most points wins, but hopefully everyone will have benefited from each other to some degree.

Here is a possible list of nouns:

· House - big, small, beautiful, wooden, impressive, modern, old-fashioned, detached, semi-detached, gigantic, dilapidated, renovated, restored, etc.
· Man/Woman (physically) - tall, small, fat, thin, beautiful, ugly, elegant, strong, voluptuous, slight, obese, broad-shouldered, muscular, well-built, pretty, gorgeous, stylish etc.
· Man/Woman (characteristically) – nice, pleasant, friendly, chatty, talkative, sour, shy, timid, introvert, out-going, extrovert, boastful, selfish, caring, kind, emotional, optimistic, pessimistic, intelligent, intellectual etc.
· Politician – talkative, scheming, corrupt, dedicated, hard working, diligent, right-wing, left-wing, charismatic, successful, gifted, important, powerful, influential, etc.
· Mother – kind, caring, loving, fussy, smothering, annoying, domineering, liberal, selfish, selfless, worried, competent, traditional, modern, etc.
· System – corrupt, effective, fantastic, successful, ineffective, ineffectual, limiting, reductive, crumbling, expanding, fundamental, etc.
· Animal – pet, tame, wild, fierce, ferocious, dangerous, cuddly, friendly, playful, cute, endangered, elusive, shy, extinct, intelligent, intuitive etc.
· Book – good, bad, interesting, boring, exciting, dull, inspirational, stimulating, thought-provoking, mind-numbing, thrilling, intellectual, fictional, paperback, hardback, classic, etc.
· Clothing – modern, old-fashioned, stylish, chic, appropriate, inappropriate, suitable, comfortable, trendy, casual, special, tight, loose, ill-fitting, flattering, etc.
· Country – rich, poor, multicultural, multiracial, modern, huge, tiny, rugged, mountainous, fertile, barren, powerful, under-developed, exploited, over-populated, colonized, independent, etc. 
Emotional Moments:

Get the students to complete some of the following sentences:

1. The happiest moment of my life was …

2. The saddest moment of my life was …

3. My most embarrassing experience was …

4. I felt extremely lucky when …

5. I became incredibly angry once because …

6. The most frustrating experience I have ever had was …

7. I felt incredibly alive when …

8. I once felt very lonely because …

9. I once felt very important because …

10. The craziest thing I ever experienced was …

11. I was really frightened once when …

12. I felt terribly disappointed when …

13. The funniest moment of my life so far was …

14. I was very nervous when …

15. The most unfortunate thing to ever happen to me was …

Here perhaps you could also write one on the board and get each student to come up and write his/her end of the sentence on the board. Have a class discussion about it afterwards and correct any vocabulary.

Guidelines/Directions:
Organise the class into pairs or small groups and ask them to pool together a list of suggested guidelines for some of the following possible situations:

1. Leaving for the airport 

2. At the airport

3. Getting ready for a party

4. Setting up house

5. Going to the beach

6. Preparing dinner

7. Getting up in the morning

8. Chatting somebody up

9. Spending the weekend

10. Learning to drive

Quotable Quotes ( adapted from Dave’s ESL Café Idea Cookbook!)

Divide the students into pairs or small groups. Allow each group to choose a card on the back of which is written a quote. Give them 3-4 mins to discuss it between them. Then ask each pair/group, and open it generally to the class for a minute or two. Do you agree or disagree? Why? Make the class listen to everybody in turn.

Here are some possible quotes to use:

· Laugh at yourself first, before anyone else can
· It’s easy to speak badly of things you can’t have
· Whoever gossips to you will gossip about you
· You cannot judge a book by its cover

· The longer I live the more beautiful life becomes

· Live and let live

· Actions speak louder than words

· Sooner or later we all quote our mothers

· He who laughs last, laughs longest

· Faraway hills are green

Sentimental Possession:

Ask the students to bring in any one thing the following week that is of significant, symbolic or sentimental value to them. 

Get them (a) to describe the object


     (b) to say why it is so important

Lexical Brainstorming:

This is a useful exercise around certain specific times of the year e.g. festivals such as Christmas, Easter, Halloween, or other specific events. The teacher writes the buzz word on the board and everyone tries to fill the space around it with suitable vocabulary.

Personality Game – 20 Questions:

One student comes to the top of the class and holds a piece of paper with the name of an internationally recognized celebrity. The objective of this game is to guess who the person is thinking about. The other students can ask, in turn, various questions to narrow down the possibilities, however, they can only ask questions that have yes/no answers. They have 20 questions to use up before the celebrity is revealed. As a post-game exercise, there could be a short discussion about this person and his/her contribution to public life. 

Britain against the Euro

In Britain, there’s massive public opposition to giving up the pound. The U.K. is one of three European Union member states to date to opt out of joining the Euro, the common European currency. British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, says it’s Britain’s destiny to join in though and today he launched a campaign to change the public’s mind. NPR’s Guy Raz has more from London:

G.R. The late nineteenth century British Prime Minister, William Gladstone is one of Tony Blair’s political heroes. Gladstone wanted to disestablish the Church of England, but he failed, and, right then, realized the British public accepts change badly. So Blair, a keen student of history, wants to be sure the cultural climate is ripe before he sets off on one of the biggest political gambles of his career. For the next year, he’ll try and reverse the poll numbers, the ones that show the overwhelming majority of Britains opposed to being part of the single European currency.

T.B. It is time to make the argument for Britain in Europe; to take on those who believe if we are pro-British we must be anti-European; to defeat the false case that if Britain is a full-hearted member of the European Union we’d lose our identity as a nation. It would be a cruel denial of our own proper self-interest to cut ourselves adrift. 

G.R. There has always been a tradition of isolation here, the little Englander syndrome it’s called. To many Britains, Europe is the place where the disco-oriented Eurovision song contest is held, or where earnest continentals frolic nude through public parks and beaches. The pound is so intertwined with Britain and England that few people on the streets of London seem willing to give it up.

· No, I don’t think Britain should go into the Euro. I believe that Britain needs to keeps its own currency.

· We are an island, we’ve got a fairly insular attitude towards the continent. My personal view is that I’m happy with what I’ve got.

· Oh, no, I think it’s a crazy idea. 

G.R. To most people here, giving it up means sharing sovereignty with, heaven forbid, Germans and Frenchman. Michael Howard, a leading opponent of Britain’s membership in the single currency is a conservative Member of Parliament.

M.H. Our position is based entirely on our assessment of Britain’s national economic interest and we don’t see how we could inevitably, in our national interest, have control over interest rates in this country, over the amount of money a government can borrow, over our economy!

G.R. Britain’s finance Minister, Gordon Brown, spent the past five years thinking about whether to take the plunge. He set out five tests: economic indicators to show whether Britain’s ready to go with the common currency. Brown gave passing marks to only one out of the five tests, but nevertheless, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as he’s also known, wants to convince the British public that it’s in their long-term interest to join. Yesterday he made the case in a heated session in parliament.

G.B. Why we argue the case in principle for joining … there are those who would rule out joining the Euro forever, as a matter of dogma! They would, they would rule out joining the Euro, even if it was in the best economic interest of our country. And that cannot be right for the future of Britain.

G.R. Since his government’s election in 1997, Tony Blair’s been on the fence about the Euro issue. Now he promises to call for a national referendum within a year. For five years his government’s stated Euro policy was, quote, ‘wait and see’. This morning the anti-Euro tabloid The Sun suggested Blair now change his policy to ‘hope and pray’.     

Guy Raz, NPR News, London
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Week 1: Britain against the Euro. 

Pre-listening:

1. What is the unit of currency in the United Kingdom? Pound Sterling
Why do you think they do not use the Euro?

2. Match the following words to their appropriate meanings and think of one more synonym.

Expression 

Meaning 


Synonym
To opt out: 

fervent


(eager, zealous, enthusiastic)

Keen: 


seclusion

(secrecy, privacy, solitude) 

Frolic: 


astute


(quick, clever, perceptive)

Isolation: 


to decide against
(renounce, give up)

Earnest: 


play


(caper, cavort, prank)

3. What do these expressions mean?

To take the plunge: to try sth., to launch oneself/dive headfirst into sth., to decide to do sth., 

To sit on the fence: to refuse to take sides, remain undecided, to have an ambiguous attitude towards sth.

First Listening:
Fill in the blanks in Tony Blair’s speech:

T.B. It is time to make the argument for Britain in Europe; to take on those who believe if we are pro-British we must be anti-European; to defeat the false case that if Britain is a full-hearted member of the European Union we’d lose our identity as a nation. It would be a cruel denial of our own proper self-interest to cut ourselves adrift. 

Second Listening:

1. How do many British view Europe? The place where the disco-oriented Eurovision song contest is held; earnest continentals frolic nude through public parks and beaches
2. For most people in Britain, what does ‘giving up the pound’ signify? Sharing sovereignty with Germans and Frenchmen
3. What is the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown’s, view on joining the Euro? Not willing to join just yet, but trying to convince the public that it would be better for Britain’s long-term interest to join.
4. Fill in the blank expressions:

For five years his government’s stated Euro policy was, quote, ‘wait and see’. This morning the anti-Euro tabloid The Sun suggested Blair now change his policy to ‘hope and pray’. 

Post-listening:    

Get into groups of three. Discuss Europeans’ attitudes towards one another. What are the cultural stereotypes that manifest when you talk about Germany, Britain, Ireland, Belgium, Italy etc.? Now discuss Europe’s attitude towards the United States. What preconceptions or misconceptions do Europeans have about America?

Flesh and Fashion: Shifting Erogenous Zones of Style

This week we’ve been reporting on changes in the fashion industry. One question for any designer is how much skin to leave exposed. For many years, young and not so young women have faced that same question. Some make fashion decisions by mimicking the state of dress - or undress - of the stars, from Audrey Hepburn to Britney Spears. Karen Michel reports on a major element of fashion – what isn’t there.


Even when she wasn’t like a virgin but allegedly was one, Britney Spears didn’t wear much. Her boobs, back, midriff and whatever else was available looked available. And gazillions of teens and twenties with both taut and flabby flesh emulated the look. According to Harold Coda, curator in charge of the costume institute at the Metropolitan museum of Art, it’s because Britney wasn’t overtly tacky that the image worked. 


‘She at once projects a kind of wholesome, accessible image, at the same time trying to struggle through to a kind of more provocative rock-style that necessarily has to flirt with more dangerous and marginal issues. And she became the perfect vehicle for that because she is so all-American, that to transpose for example a bare midriff or a piercing on that kind of wholesome canvas, suddenly makes it accessible for a much broader spectrum of individuals’. 


You can find them at the mall, any mall, like this one in Passidina, Caliafornia, home of the Rose … ‘My name is Pamela, I’m twenty-four, I’m wearing, like I guess, those velours sweat pants and, am, a tank top. It’s kind of fitted to my body, and, I’m showing a lot of, I guess, stomach. Well, I’ve been working out, so I feel good right now, so I was like I might as well wear something that shows my stomach.’


Well, there are malls and there are malls. Some specialize in cheap jewellery, cheap clothes, cheap shoes, fast food, and others aspire and acquire a slightly differently dressed clientele. ‘My name is Cindy, I’m twenty-seven. What am I wearing? Am, a comfortable tank top and a skirt. Not a short skirt, a knee-length skirt. Sandals too, flats, gotta be comfortable. I think it’s the younger generations that are being influenced by the pop-stars ‘coz for me, I grew up in the 80s and it was Madonna and Janet Jackson, but we knew that those were stage outfits.’


Of course, as the bard said, ‘All the world’s a stage’, and designers and retailers count on women to want to perform. Many even look to the look of past reformers, pre 1980s for inspiration. A brochure for the fall BCBG Max Asria collection, cites ‘screen siren glamour’ and the ‘glamour of old Hollywood’ as touchstones for the look. A style that includes silk frocks where necklines plunge to the waist, and skirts swish well below the knee. Then there are the bankers grey pleated skirts that barely cover the derrière, more the tailored look of Hollywood leading men if they wore mini-skirts. 


Designer Max Asria: ‘Everybody wants to show that they are the best. Sometimes it’s the legs and sometimes it’s the breast, or sometimes it’s the face. But the legs, it’s a very important, sexy part of the body, without to be vulgar!’
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Week 2 Flesh and Fashion  

Pre-listening: Get 4 or 5 different students in the class to stand up and describe what they are wearing. This exercise may provide some new clothing vocabulary for them! You could perhaps start yourself by describing what you are wearing.

Listening Activity 1: LISTEN TO THE FIRST LISTENING TWICE. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Have students fill in the missing word, and then have them match up the words with their corresponding synonym. 

This week we’ve been reporting on changes in the (1) fashion industry. One question for any (2) designer is how much skin to leave (3) exposed. For many years, young and not so young women have faced that same question. Some make fashion decisions by (4) mimicking the state of dress - or undress - of the stars, from Audrey Hepburn to Britney Spears. Karen Michel reports on a major (5) element of fashion – what isn’t there.


Even when she wasn’t like a virgin but (6) allegedly was one, Britney Spears didn’t (7) wear much. Her boobs, back, midriff and whatever else was available looked available. And gazillions of teens and twenties with both taut and flabby (8) flesh emulated the look. According to Harold Coda, curator in charge of the costume institute at the Metropolitan museum of Art, it’s because Britney wasn’t overtly (9) tacky that the image worked. 


‘She at once projects a kind of (10) wholesome, accessible image, at the same time trying to struggle through to a kind of more (11) provocative rock-style that necessarily has to flirt with more (12) dangerous and marginal issues. And she became the perfect vehicle for that because she is so all-American, that to transpose for example a (13) bare (14) midriff or a piercing on that kind of wholesome canvas, suddenly makes it accessible for a much broader spectrum of individuals’.

Fill in the blanks answers: 

1. fashion 

2. designer

3. exposed

4. mimicking

5. element

6. allegedly

7. wear

8. flesh

9. tacky

10. wholesome

11.  provocative

12.  dangerous

13. bare

14. midriff

Match these synonyms with the words from the text.

a. skin/soft tissue (8)


 

b. creator/stylist (2)

c. be dressed in/put on (7)

d. style (1)

e. moral, clean, honest (10)

f. unsafe (12)

g. stomach area (14)

h. part/component (5)

i. cheap/shabby (9) 

j. supposedly (6)

k. to impersonate/ to copy (4) 

l. to cause reaction (11) 

m. uncovered/showing (3) 

n. nude/exposed (13) 

Listening Activity 2: 

MULTIPLE CHOICE (second half of the listening) TEACHERS PLAY THE SECOND LISTENING TWICE.


The girl interviewed in the mall:
      a) is named Pamela.

      b) is 24 years old.
      c) has rose coloured hair

      d) a & b are correct 

Pamela’s tank top is: 
      a) blue with red lines on it.

      b) very loose fitting.

      c) tight fitting against her body.

      d) she is not wearing a tank top at all.

Why does Pamela feel comfortable showing her stomach?

a) she likes getting attention from guys.

b) she has worked hard to get her body in shape.

c) she does not feel comfortable showing her stomach.

d) she doesn’t care what others think of her.

The second girl named Cindy is wearing:

a) a short skirt, t-shirt, and sport shoes.

b) a short skirt, tank top and flats.

c) a knee-length skirt, comfy tank top and sandals. 

d) a knee-length dress and sandals.

Was Cindy influenced by pop stars while growing up?

a) No, because she grew up in the 80’s.

b) Yes, because she loved Madonna and Janet Jackson. 

c) Yes, but only by their stage outfits.

d) She did not respond to this question in the interview.

“As the bard said…_____________________?”

a) ‘Women want to perform’

b) ‘1980’s is inspiration’

c)  ‘Hollywood is mini-skirts’

d) ‘All the World’s a Stage’ 

Post-listening activity: 
Discussion.
Here are a list of possible discussion questions related to the article to get the students talking and motivated.


1) Explain the notion of ‘All the World’s a Stage’ to the class (or see if anyone is familiar with the phrase). Ask the students if they agree with this statement.

2) Do you think fashion has really changed that much since the 1980’s? 

3) If your 5 year old daughter wanted to dress like Britney Spears would you let her?

4) Do you think people have a ‘need’ to show their bodies by wearing provocative clothing? Or do you think they do it to attract members of the opposite sex?

5) How do you feel about the ‘stereotypical’ model figure these days? (Tall, thin, anorexic-types)?  

6) Do you think our society is influenced by the fashion world? How? Give some          

      examples.

Margaret Thatcher Interview

Why didn’t you go for politics immediately?

M.T. Well, because there was no possibility of it, I had to earn my own living, I had no possibility of any private income, it was not really until MPs were paid more that it became possible for me even to think of going into Parliament. Otherwise I’d just have been on the fringes, passionately interested in it, always helping but never able even to contemplate … and I didn’t necessarily am… think it would be easy to find a constituency. That as you know came about by chance. So much of my life’s happened by chance. I was keen on politics so I went to Conservative party conferences, representing the Oxford university graduates’ association. And one of my friends was sitting next to the Chairman of Dartford. And Dartford, in those days it was Dartford, E. and Crayford, a very big industrial seat, a very safe Labour seat, a man called Norman Dodds held it, a very nice man. And ah, my friend said to the Dartford Chairman, ‘Have you found a candidate yet?’ ‘No, as a matter of fact, we’re looking for one’. ‘Well, I know a young woman called Margaret Roberts, why don’t you have a look at her’. ‘Oh, I couldn’t have a woman in Dartford, it’s a strong industrial state’. ‘ Well nevertheless, just have a look at her. She’s here…ah…were you going just at the end of the meeting? Let’s go to the end of Landout no pier, and there we met.

Mmm, Dartford was what gave you the chance, it also indirectly found you a husband, because of your… actually it was at your adoption meeting wasn’t it that he was present. And that was the start of…

M.T. And he was present, I went back to have some supper with some staunch workers and ah, they knew my husband, they knew Denis H when he was there. So as I say … life has been full of things that you could never forecast, things that have appeared to be by chance. 

It was a second marriage for him.

M.T. Yes, it was, he had a war time marriage which didn’t work out 

But it was the best thing, or one of the best things you’ve ever done in your life.

M.T. Oh, yes, I couldn’t have done it without him, he’s been so loyal, so encouraging, and when I’d had the twins, and I was working quite hard at the law, eventually he said to me, ‘Look, you know you can’t give up politics, you just better have another try’. And then life worked well, … had… Denis had a job a long, long way away from London, we’d had to live a long long way away from London, I could not possibly have left the children to come to London midweek. I would have felt guilty about it. I would have missed them, and felt that I ought to be with them. But it bounced right. Denis’ business was on the outskirts of London, our home was in London, I got a parliamentary seat, which was on the outskirts of London, and my work in parliament was in London. So, everything bounced right. None of this could have been planned. It just came and you took the opportunities as they arose.

But it was essentially, of course, in 1959…(end of clip)
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Week 3:  Margaret Thatcher Interview  

Pre-listening:

Name some famous women who were or are political figures: Hilary Clinton, Dominique de Villepin (French Interior Minister), Mary Robinson (first woman president of Ireland, then High Commissioner for Human Rights with the U.N.) Mary McAleese(current president of Ireland, running for a second 7-yr. term), Queen Elizabeth II of England, Margaret Thatcher (first woman European Prime Minister). [They probably wont know half of these people, but it’s a question that stumping myself, I cant think of anymore for the moment.]

List other important female figures: Oprah Winfrey, Mother Teresa, Audrey Hepburn, Joan of Arc, Lady Diana,etc.

First Listening: Before playing the first clip, allow the students to guess the words for the blanks.

Fill in the blanks in the following clip of speech and working with a partner find a suitable synonym for each expression: 

M.T. Well, because there was no (1)possibility of it, I had to earn my own living, I had no possibility of any (2)private income, it was not really until MPs were paid more that it became possible for me even to think of going into Parliament. Otherwise I’d just have been (3)on the fringes, passionately interested in it, always helping but never able even to (4)contemplate … and I didn’t necessarily am… think it would be easy to find a constituency. That as you know came about by chance. So much of my life’s happened by (5)chance. I was keen on politics so I went to Conservative party (6)conferences, representing the Oxford university graduates’ association. And one of my friends was sitting next to the Chairman of Dartford. And Dartford, in those days it was Dartford, E. and Crayford, a very big industrial seat, a very safe Labour seat, a man called Norman Dodds held it, a very nice man. And ah, my friend said to the Dartford Chairman, ‘Have you found a (7)candidate yet?’

(1) possibility
(chance)

(5) chance (luck, fate)

(2) private income (salary)

(6) conferences(meetings)

(3) on the fringes (on the edges)

(7) candidate (competitor, applicant)

(4) contemplate (think, consider)

Second Listening:

1. Who did Margaret Thatcher represent at Conservative party conferences? Oxford University graduates’ association
2. Where did she meet her husband? He was present at her adoption meeting
3. What two adjectives does she use to describe her husband? Loyal; encouraging
4. Why would she not leave her children to go to London midweek? (2 reasons) She would have felt guilty about it; she would have missed them and felt she ought to be with them
5. Where, eventually, did she get her parliamentary seat? Outskirts of London
Post-listening:

Divide the class in half and organize a debate on Women in Politics. Make smaller groups within the two sides, and after 5mins preparation, allow each side in turn to make their points and rebuttals. Refer to the following questions: Have women politicians superior qualities to their male counterparts? (Compassion, organization, eloquence, better negotiating skills?) Or have they unsuitable qualities? (Emotional tendencies, bear grudges, divided loyalties of work/home). Write the points on the board as the argument develops.

Human Error Blamed for Air Traffic Breakdown

Federal aviation officials blame human error for Tuesday’s communication’s failure at a California air traffic control centre, an outage that grounded hundreds of flights in southern California. It also forced planes in the air to divert to distant airports, NPR’s Ina Jaffe reports.

I.J. Air traffic controllers at the Palmdale centre, north east of L.A. monitor flights in southern California and parts of Arizona and Nevada. During the outage, they could see the planes on the radar, but they couldn’t talk to the pilots. The situation lasted about three and a half hours, tangling airline schedules and travellers’ plans into the next day. 


At the tiny Longbeach airport, passengers trying to make alternate plans stood in lines that snaked out the door. Marge McCullough learned her American Airlines flight to New York had been cancelled, and rescheduled for the next day. 

M. McC. Get home at night, be tired, be aggravated? And ah, this is beyond my ah, I could not picture this happening. 

I.J. This scene was repeated at airports all over Sthn. California, and across the country, passengers bound for Sthn. California also had to deal with delayed or cancelled flights. And it was all because someone failed to perform scheduled maintenance on the communication system, says F.A.A. spokeswoman Diane S. 

D.S. And because that maintenance was not performed, the system turned itself off. And to complicate things, there is back-up radio communication, and when that went to be used it was not configured properly. 

I.J. S. says the F.A.A are now checking to make sure all airline schedules at air traffic centres around the country are being followed. 

D.S. Additionally, over the coming weeks, we are going to be adding a feature to the communication system that prevents service disruptions if maintenance is not performed. 

I.J. It’s uncertain how dangerous the situation was. S. says that pilots could communicate with other air traffic control facilities around the south-west. The F.A.A. is investigating five situations where planes flew too close to each other, but the agency says that none of the incidents qualify as a near miss. 

Ina Jaffe, NPR News, Los Angelus
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Week 4: Human Error Blamed for Air Traffic Breakdown  

Pre-listening:

Make two columns on the board – old-fashioned / modern.

Into the two columns list as many different forms of communication and media as you can think of. (television, advertisements, billboards, posters, telephone, mobile phone, Internet, chatrooms, books, leaflets, pamphlets, flyers, oral communication, sign language, radio, code, letters, telegrams, notes, postcards)

First Listening:

State whether the following statements are True or False, and justify your answer in a few words:

1. Thousands of flights were grounded in Southern California as a result of the outage: F, hundreds of flights were grounded
2. During the outage, they could see the planes on the radar and could talk to the pilots: F, they could not talk to the pilots
3. Planes arriving into Southern California were also delayed: T, Passengers bound for Southern California also had to deal with cancelled or delayed flights.
4. The back-up radio communication system worked: F, it was not configured properly
SecondListening:

1. Where did the communication’s failure take place? California air traffic control centre
2. How long did the situation last? Three and a half hours
3. What did Marge McCullough learn? Her flight (American Airlines)to New York had been cancelled and rescheduled for the next day
4. What is the F.A.A. now checking? To make sure all airline schedules at air traffic centres around the country are being followed
5. What is the function of the new feature of the communication system? It prevents service disruptions if maintenance is not performed.
Post-listening:

Organise the class into groups of four. Referring to the list on the board, get the groups to discuss to what extent modern means of communication have replaced more traditional forms. Do we actually communicate less nowadays, though we have more effective methods? Give the students 3-4mins to come up with ideas, and then pool ideas together for an end of class discussion. 

Irish Pubs enforce the Smoking Ban

Some smokers and pub owners in Ireland are staging a smoke-in to protest the country’s three-month-old smoking ban. Pubs have been filled with defiant smokers, and the government is not amused. It sent health inspectors out to enforce the ban and promised court action and fines. In County Cork, in the south of Ireland, we reached pub owner Danny Brogan, who’s joined the protest and allowed his patrons to light up. He spoke with us from another busy local bar that’s defying the smoking-ban, called Paddy the Farmer’s.

D.B. There is indeed a large crowd behind us, and each one of us is smoking, our pints are in front of us. If only you could see their faces, everybody’s very, very happy.


Why wouldn’t it be possible for people who want to smoke and have a pint in your pub, just to step outside, have a cigarette and come back in? What’s the problem with that?

D.B. We have rainy days here too you know that, and in about three months time we’re going to have very very cold weather, and we’re putting old folk out on the streets to have their smoke. I know of one old man, ninety-six years of age, he obeys the law so much, he gets up from the bar counter to walk outside in the cold, to smoke his pipe for about two or three minutes. I know of another old lady, who, am, lives by herself, and what this lady looks forward to every evening is going up to meet all the old gentlemen in the pub, and having an old chat with them, about how are things in the locality and whatever, and all she has is her mug of tea and four or five cigarettes. Now that lady, a week after this law came in, that lady has stayed at home, which I find very, very sad and distressing.


You’re making this sound like a, like a flagrant human rights violation aren’t you? 

D.B. It is a human rights … oh God, yes, 


I’m sure you would understand that the health ministry would say that smoking is bad for health of the workers and the other folk in the pub who don’t smoke, and that there’s no point in it being in there.

D.B. Well, I’m not saying it’s bad for you. I know of one particular guy now, he gave up the smoking am, excuse me, six months ago, and he’s now in the hospital, the valves to his lungs are all clogged up! And it’s because of the fact that he gave up the smoking! 


Aha! It’s a nasty sounding cough you have there Mr. Brogan.

D.B. I’ll tell you, d’you know when I got this cough? It was a week after the ban came in. Because what I’d do was go out the back, take three or four puffs out of my cigar, and run back in without inhaling it, and it’s all lodged in my chest. That is factual. Never, ever had a cough in my life.


Until the ban came in …

D.B. Yeah, 


Do you figure that health inspectors might be coming to your pub to tell people to put out the cigarettes?

D.B. The health inspectors are in and out about ten times a day.


And what do they do?

D.B. They walk around and see if anyone’s keeping an eye on them. We know who they are and all cigarettes out straightaway. 


Ah, you know they’re coming.

D.B. No we don’t, we have to, we have lookouts for them


Have you gotten any sort of notice from the government that if you don’t comply that you might be facing a summons or an injunction?

D.B. Oh yeah, our licence will be taken off us. 


So what are you going to do?

D.B. I’m going to be another statistic on the dole. That is it.


Collecting unemployment.

D.B. Yeah, I can’t afford to sell, and I’m finding it difficult to carry on! 
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Week 5:  Irish Pubs enforce the Smoking Ban 

Pre-listening:

1. If something is ‘banned’, what does that mean? List some synonyms: taboo, contraband, illegal, not allowed, forbidden.
2. What does the image of smoking/cigarettes evoke to you? (social life, drinking, pubs, lung cancer, health problems, youth, relief, anti-stress, drug, recreational habit, addiction)
First Listening: Rearrange the letters of the underlined words to make proper words.

1. The smokers are staging a smoke-in to protest the 3-month-old smoking ban.

2.  The government has sent out health inspectors to enforce the ban, and has promised court action and fines.

3. Mr. Brogan states that his cough developed a week after the ban was introduced.

Second listening:

1. What reasons does Mr. Brogan give for not wanting to step outside for a cigarette? They have many rainy days, in a few months the weather will be very cold; doesn’t like putting old folk out in the cold
2. What is the story of the old woman in a few sentences? She used to go up to pub for a cup of tea and four or five cigarettes, and a chat with the old gentlemen. Since the ban she hasn’t returned.
3. How does Mr. Brogan explain how his cough developed? He used to go out the back and take three or four puffs of his cigar, and run back inside without inhaling it, so it all lodged in his chest.
4. What will happen if he refuses to comply? He’ll lose his licence
5. What are his prospects for the future? He’ll be another statistic on the dole (social welfare), he can’t afford to sell and is finding it difficult to carry on
6. Does he admit that smoking is harmful to the health of those in the pub? No, he says that it’s not bad, that one man was hospitalized only after giving up smoking!
Post-listening:

1. Get into groups of 3 and come up with a list of the advantages and disadvantages of the introduction of the smoking ban in France. Would it be accepted? Would it work?

2. Are there other less dramatic ways of reducing the number of smokers? (ads on packets, government health warnings, health centres, health education at school, raising the legal age to smoke, raising the price of cigarettes)

Haiti fights to recover from tropical storm Jeanne

I’m Noah Adams, this is Day to Day. The death toll from tropical storm Jeanne now exceeds 600 with most of the deaths suffered in the nation of Haiti. Hardest hit was Haiti’s northern city of Gonaeve. We are joined now from the capital Fort-a-Prince by Gary Philoctete, mission development manager with CARE. Ah, Mr. Philoctete, tell us what the situation is now with the damage left behind by Jeanne. 

G.P. As you know there is a lot of damage left behind by Jeanne during the flood. Now the situation is in Gonaeve and in other towns is still very difficult. Ah, there is still water all around the city of Gonaeve. Some other towns like S. , in the north west part of the country was almost destroyed, a lot of damage. We don’t have all the information yet, but there is probably between 300 and ah, 500 people killed, and a lot of people wounded. The situation in Gonaeve, is ah, still difficult, the water is still everywhere, and the town can be accessed now, ah, only by 4x4 vehicles ‘coz there’s water everywhere. 

Why is Haiti suffering such flooding? Is this a very unusual thing or does it happen quite often?

G.P. This is not unusual, but this does not happen quite often. Even though during those … past this year, these past two years, there were occasions where ah, part of the country was flooded and that caused death and a lot of damage. But the major problem in Haiti now is ah, that the country has very less, very less ah, capacity to absorb heavy rain because of accelerated environmental degradation. You know this is a very mountainous country and the forest cover is very minimal. We have less than 2% forest cover. So all rains, that comes, go down directly to towns and they wash the soil because there is not enough trees to retain the water. 

It’s been a tough year for Haiti. There was the ah, the revolt against former Prime Minister J.B.A., earlier in the year the flooding you were talking about, how are the people of Haiti doing?

G.P. Ah, you know, ah, it is sad to see that ah, people who are already in ah, very difficult situations, suffering from natural disasters, because even in normal times most part of the Haitian population is living in very difficult condition.  Ah, limited access to food, ah limited access to basic needs, so when you have natural disasters like this, it adds to the suffering.

Gary Philoctete is the mission development manager for CARE, the international humanitarian organisation. Thank you sir for your time. 

G.P. Yeah, thank you very much.  
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Week 6:  Haiti fights to recover from tropical storm Jeanne 

Pre-listening:

Put the word WATER on the board and brainstorm the class for as many words or expressions of association as possible.(The following are some examples:  rain, floods, pouring, teeming, splattering, puddles, ponds, rivers, sea, tapwater, drinking water, tidal waves, inondations, leak, drip, drop, splash, pool, swimming, nautical sports, water skiing, yachting, sailing, jet-skiing etc.)

To turn on the waterworks = to start crying

First Listening:

State whether the following are True or False and justify your answer. 

1. The death toll from tropical storm Jeanne is 600: F, exceeds 600
2. Gary Philoctete works for a humanitarian organization? T, Mission development manager with CARE
3. 2% of Haiti is covered by forest: F, less than 2%
Second Listening:

1. State in a few short sentences some of the damage left behind by Jeanne. There’s still water all around the city; some towns almost destroyed, a lot of damage done; 300-500 people killed and a lot wounded; town can only be accessed by 4x4 vehicles.
2. Why is the country incapable of absorbing heavy rain? Because of accelerated environmental degradation
3. What happens to all the rains that fall? They go down directly to towns and they wash the soil, because there aren’t enough trees to retain the water.
4. Give 2 examples of how the Haitian population is living in very difficult conditions. Limited access to food, limited access to basic needs.
Post-listening:

Divide the class into 4 groups to prepare the following role-play:

T.V. Interviewer/ Interviewee: Two groups prepare the part of the reporter whose job it is to visit Haiti and view the damage first hand. The other two groups are the locals whose houses have been destroyed and whose families narrowly avoided disaster. Allow a few minutes to prepare and then bring a few random pairs to the top of the classroom to perform!

Britain rejects the Euro

The British government, in a widely anticipated move, has decided against adopting the Euro and will remain with the pound for the time being. Britain’s Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, told parliament yesterday, current economic conditions are not favourable for joining the common European currency. He made clear that the government of Prime Minister, Tony Blair, favours adopting the Euro eventually. John Wilman, as a senior writer for the Financial Times newspaper in London, was the decision not to join the Euro a block based mainly on economic considerations or on politics?

J.W. Well, I think, what we can see from all the documents that were given yesterday is that while it’s all dressed up in economics, it is a political decision because, frankly, economics can tell you many interesting things, but it can’t weigh up the balance of risks and probabilities for you. So, in the end, it’s a political decision.

British public opinion is against adopting the Euro, right?

J.W. Yes, ah, though that’s not surprising really, because there’s nobody who’s been campaigning for it for a long time, and there has been a lot of very powerful media interest in particular campaigning against it. 

Is it just a pride thing that, you know, the pound is the very symbol of Britain?

J.W. Well, I guess it is, and that’s the way it’s the way they’re going to talk about it. The opponents talk about scrapping the pound, or abolishing the pound, and, ah, of course, we have had rather good economic performance in Britain over the last, am, dozen years or so, with the pound outside the Euro in its precursors. But, on the other hand, if you look back over the last hundred years, the pound has not served Britain particularly well as a currency, and, ah, the idea that it’s somehow behind all our fortunes is, ah, ludicrous really.

Well, what about the benefits to Britain for adopting the Euro and what are the drawbacks?

J.W. Well, the Chancellor did set out some of the benefits yesterday, I mean, the most obvious one is that it saves you a lot of transaction costs, because we do over half our trade with countries that are in the Eurozone, and that would save a billion pounds a year alone. But the more important gains would be from the growth in trade that in a single currency area which costs you in the United States are well aware of, and he estimated that might add a quarter of a percent to the GDP every year, which adds up over the longer period to between five and ten percent of GDP. Now that’s a really significant sum of money.

And the drawbacks? 

J.W. Well, the drawback’s that we lose control of monetary policy, we can’t set up our own interest rates, and, ah, interest rates will be set for the whole of the Eurozone, and they mightn’t always be appropriate for Britain. Britain might need a higher interest rate where they’re lower elsewhere, or a lower interest rate when they’re high in Europe. That is a drawback, because there’s no getting around that, but it’s not a fatal one. Ah, again, you in the United States know that the federal reserve interest rates aren’t always perfect for the whole of the continental United States, but you get by on it.

Is there a difference of opinion with the labour government on the Euro?

J.W. I don’t think there’s a hugely serious difference, not as was that divided the Conservatives in the 1990s, but there is a difference between the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, and the Chancellor, Gordon Brown. Blair, I think, would like to go in soon, I think he would like it to be one of the things that he did during his premiership. I think Gordon Brown feels the country is doing very well under the economic regime that he’s introduced; he is in favour of going in, but not yet, so I think perhaps he sees it as something he might lead Britain into if he were to succeed Tony Blair as Prime Minister.

Thank you very much.

Thank you.

John Wilman is senior writer for London’s Financial Times.
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Week 7: Britain rejects the Euro
Part I : True or False

Mark whether the following statements are True or False and give a justification for your answer.

1. Tony Blair is against adopting the Euro: F, he favours it
2. Britain rejecting the Euro was principally a political decision: T, it’s a political decision
3. The pound has served Britain well in the past years: F, the pound has not served Britain well
4. Undesirable interest rates are a dangerous drawback if Britain accepts the Euro: F, not a fatal one
5. The Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer do not share a common opinion regarding the Euro: T, there is a difference of opinion between Tony Blair and Gordon Brown
Part II: Comprehension Questions

1. What is John Wilman’s profession and how does that make him knowledgeable with regard to Britain’s decision not to join the Euro? He’s a senior writer for the Financial Times newspaper in London; he’s well-read on British financial concerns and economic politics.
2. Why is general British public opinion against adopting the Euro? The pound is important to the British, they are proud of their currency.
3. List 2 main benefits for adopting the Euro. Saves on transaction costs; growth in trade
4. How does Chancellor Gordon Brown feel about Britain’s current economic status? What is his opinion on adopting the Euro? The country is doing very well economically; he’s in favour of the Euro, but not just yet.
Extra time post-Exam:

If there is time left over from the exam, the teacher could discuss some of the language features of the article. E.g. the metaphors and colloquialisms of the expressions. 

Some examples: 

To ‘make clear’/ ‘dressed up’ in economics/ ‘weigh up the balance’/ ‘scrapping’ the pound/ ‘getting around’ that/ to ‘go in’ soon.

Try and get the students to replace these expressions with more formal English ones. 

Western Tobacco Companies
The smoking ban is beginning to bite in more ways than one. If the current drop off in sales is maintained, 500 million less cigarettes will be bought and smoked this year. 500 million sounds like a phenomenal number of fags, but currently we are buying 7 billion of them a year. Naturally this will have an impact on the business year for companies like Gallagher who made 86.5million Euro profit in 2002. True also, it will have a big impact on the government’s tax take, which could be down by as much as 81million Euro. But tobacco companies saw the writing on the wall in these parts a long time ago, and have instead been concentrating their marketing and production efforts elsewhere around the world. Will they succeed in developing nations or are we seeing the beginning of the slow demise of Western tobacco companies? Joining me now, Professor Gerard Hastings, director of Cancer Research U.K. and centre for tobacco control research. Looking to developed, or developing nations Prof. Hastings, I was shocked at first by this figure but I suppose it’s logical enough that in developing countries they smoke much, much more than we do in the developed first world.

G.H. Yes, that’s true. In the developed world, rates have gone down very quickly in the last fifty years. So if you go back to 1950, you’ve got rates of 60 and 65% in population, but it’s down to about a quarter now in Ireland for example.   

Yeah, and of course, 80% of the world’s population are considered to live in developing nations, so it’s not that surprising on that account either. 

G.H. No, no.

The impact of this is, ah, then that … not only on the health of the people who are smoking but there is also less money to be spent on things like food. 

G.H. Well, that’s right, it’s … and sadly, smoking is often costed in the families that can least afford it, there’s a strong correlation between social class and wealth and smoking; the richer you are the less likely you are to smoke. 

Indeed, I saw one figure which would suggest that typically in a country like Bangladesh where one member of a family smokes 5 cigarettes a day, that leads to an 8000-calorie deficit, ah, in a week, tell me, how successful do you think Western tobacco companies have been in marketing their products in these countries? 

G.H. Oh, very successful indeed. I mean, the great example I think in recent times would be their success in the Chinese market which has an enormous potential for them, so yes, I think the trivise of Gallagher’s in Ireland will be more than compensated for by large sales in developing countries. And I think what this tells us is that we need to implement tobacco control policies across the world, the danger otherwise is that we just export our problems to the third world can least afford to pay for them. 

They would argue, or it is argued on behalf of the tobacco companies that in many of these countries, China in particular, that the Chinese government have got wise to the amount of money that is to be made here, and they have made it difficult for companies like Phillip Morris Gallagher’s and whoever else to go in a divvy up that market because they want a fair slice of it themselves. 

G.H. Oh goody, for stopping the likes of Philip Morris going in I would say, the fact that some of these policies might damage multinational tobacco corporation has got to be good for public health I’m afraid. There’s no up side to a multinational tobacco corporation. 

They have seen though, their ah … this is the Western tobacco companies … their efforts to get in somewhat stymied haven’t they? I mean I think in a large number of countries now, embassies and foreign trade missions wont assist them in trying to market their product any longer. 

G.H. Not least because in the past they behaved very unethically in getting in there, so they compelled countries for example to put down trade barriers. The American government, indeed, in the past was lobbied and they put pressure on developing countries. That has now stopped, thank heavens, but nonetheless, they are still phenomenally successful.  
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Pre-listening:

1.What does the word ‘exploitation’ mean?

1. Match the exploiter with the exploited:

MNCs e.g. Nike




natural resources of oil

Rich governments



young people

Wealthy drug lord



general public

Tobacco companies



Third World countries

Film and music production companies

smokers

Alcohol advertisements



drug addicts

Frozen sea-food distribution


poor workers

BP/ Shell/Exxon




natural fish resources; fishermen

Can you add to this list?

2. What is the main goal of the exploiter? (money, wealth, success, fame, notoriety)
First listening:

Fill in the blanks in the following speech:

G.H. Not least because in the past they behaved very unethically in getting in there, so they compelled countries for example to put down trade barriers. The American government, indeed, in the past was lobbied and they put pressure on developing countries. That has now stopped, thank heavens, but nonetheless, they are still phenomenally successful.  

Second listening:

Circle the correct answer in the following multiple choice questions:

1. According to predictions, how many less cigarettes will be bought and smoked this year?

(a) 50m

(b) 500m
(c) 100m
(d) 500,000

2. How many cigarettes do Irish people currently buy each year?

(a) 4 billion
(b) 6 billion
(c) 7 billion
(d) 15billion

3. What percentage of the world’s population is considered to live in the developing world?

(a) 20%

(b) 30%
(c) 50%
(d) 80%

Third listening:

1.
Who is Professor Gerard Hastings? Director for cancer research U.K. and centre for tobacco control research
2.
The smoking ban will have an impact on what two groups? Tobacco companies (business year), government (tax take)
3. Where are tobacco companies now directing their marketing efforts? Give an example of such a place. Developing countries e.g. China
Post-listening:
1. Do you find it unusual that Third World countries have a much higher percentage of smokers than first world countries? Why? Why not?

2. What can be done to stop such exploitation? (lobby/pressure groups e.g. Amnesty International, media coverage e.g. documentaries, monetary aid, overthrow of corrupt governments, personal awareness, ad. Campaigns)
3. Can exploitation ever really be curtailed? Humans being humans, is it possible to live in a completely honest world? (much wants more, money makes the world go round, it’s an ill wind that doesn’t blow some good)
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Week 9: Roddy Doyle Interview
Pre-listening:

Play to the end of the Introduction.

1. What was Doyle’s previous profession? School teacher
2. What is the story of ‘The Commitments’? Story of a soul-band, conceived and largely assembled in a Dublin council house
3. Who is the narrator in ‘The Woman who Walked into Doors’? A battered wife
First Listening:

Rewind the tape again for the following multiple-choice questions.

1. What prize did Doyle win for ‘Paddy Clarke, Ha, Ha, Ha’?

(a) The Pulitzer prize

(b) The Booker prize

(c) The Nobel prize for literature

(d) He didn’t win any award for this book

2. According to Doyle, ‘A Star called Henry’ is an old-fashioned book because

(a) It’s about long ago

(b) It has a traditional linear plot

(c) It’s written in an old manuscript

(d) It has no appeal for modern readers

3. What relation of Henry Smart does Doyle envisage Jimmy Rabbitt to be?

(a) Child

(b) Nephew

(c) Brother

(d) Grandchild

Second Listening:

1. In what way is the series ‘The Last Round Up’ considered to be a departure? Moving from backdrop of domesticity to history

2. Why did he write about pregnancy in ‘The Snapper’? Wanted to write sth. in the same vein as ‘The Commitments’ but a bit more intimate

3. Why would it have been impossible for Henry Smart to be at all the events? Some of them happened concurrently

4. What was the name of the book that provided Doyle with a lot of information for his new book? Tenement Dublin: An Oral History

Post-listening: 

Divide the students into pairs and discuss the following questions:

1. Do you like to read? If so, what do you normally find yourself reading?

2. Do you read fiction? Do you think a writer can really write about something that he/she has never experienced? Is there always an element of autobiography in fiction?

Fashion’s Back in the Black

This is Day to Day, I’m Madeline B. After a three year economic slump the fashion industry is back in the black. But the colour black is not back. What’s in this season - bright vibrant colours and that puts reporter Jessica Segall in a dark mood.


It’s code red in New York, not to mention fandango pink, leafy green and … lavendela, that’s a kind of purple. Even down town, late at night, women are wearing colours from all over the rainbow, like at the chic fashion industry party. Can it be, basic black is no longer basic? 


‘I feel fluffy and fabulous!’ Fashion author Karen R. has gone so far from black she’s wearing nuclear white, an outrageous feather jacket that’s bright and fuzzy as a poodle after a shampoo. Though it’s true she didn’t start out the night that way. ‘When I was getting dressed I had on all black and I looked at myself and thought, I look so boring! I don’t want to wear this. I want to be fun.’ Tragic, isn’t it?


The colour of night used to mean something, it had special power, which evolved over many decades from dowager, to femme fatale, and today’s urban woman’s uniform. Let’s look back.


‘I wish I were a women of thirty-six, dressed in black satin with a string of pearls’. ‘You wouldn’t be here with me if you were’ So what’s Laurence Olivier’s problem? He’s searching for an ingenue type, a girl, and girls don’t wear black. Women wear black. As in the little black dress – it means sophisticated, worldly, and that meaning hasn’t changed much in the remake of the Stepford Wives, which again gets into the battle of the sexes over the same colour in women’s clothing. In the movie, fire t.v. exec., Nicole Kidman asks her long-suffering hubby, Matthew Broderick, how can she save their marriage, and you know what the dweeb says? ‘We’re in the country now, so no more black’. ‘No more black – are you insane?’ ‘You heard me, only high-powered, neurotic, castrating men and career b****** wear black’. That says it all, and to show her submission, she changes into a white dress and yellow pinafore. ‘Do I really look okay?’ ‘Can I be honest? You look kind of like Betty Crocker’. ‘ Look, I’m trying to make an effort to change’. 


From there it’s just a baby step to the mental lobotomy of wearing pink, which is also this season’s hot colour. Gals, just hold on, resist the pink because help is on the way from famed historian, Valerie Steel, museum curator of the fashion Institute of Technology. What was she wearing for our interview? Black pants, black tee shirt, black jacket, black sandals, black watchband. What’s all this black about? 


‘Well it’s very New York isn’t it?’ Oh yes it is. For the last twenty years. So why did these dark styles from 1980’s designers like Donna Karen catch on for so long with urban women? ‘They were sick of purple, they were sick of all these bright seventies colours, and they started to see black as being in some sense a mysterious colour, a powerful colour, a colour that seemed a little bit deviant. 


It was also a generational shift as black became the dress for success colour of a new breed of career women. Their moms were not wearing black right, their moms were wearing some kind of nice pink or yellow, or beige or blue, I mean black was a sort of taboo colour for a while. And women clung to that feeling even though the retail industry has been pushing all different parts of the spectrum for years. That’s how we got that saying about ‘grey being the new black’ or ‘blue being the new black’, well, you know the joke. Yet black has staying power that always seems to beat predictions of its demise and that’s because it’s powerful, and practical. It doesn’t show dirt, and looks classy even in cheaper fabrics and there’s another reason women love it: they feel safer in black because at least they know they look ten pounds thinner in black. But you can get the same effect by wearing a dark, you know another dark navy blue or something. ‘Are you sure?’ ‘It’s said that you can look just as thin in navy blue’ ‘Don’t count on it, and don’t fill out those old duds just yet, because no matter what they say, black will always be the new black.


For Day to Day, this is Jessica Segall.

2LEA Listening Comprehension 2004-05  Semester 1  TEACHER SCRIPT Week 10: Fashion’s Back in the Black 
Pre-listening:

What do the following expressions mean:

-To have the blues: to be upset, feeling down or depressed or sad

-To see red: to get angry, frustrated or mad
-To be a green-eyed monster: to be jealous or envious of somebody else

-To be green: to be naïve, innocent, inexperienced

-To become as white as a sheet: to become suddenly very pale
-To be tickled pink: to be extremely pleased with oneself
First Listening:

Mark whether the following statements True or False. Justify your answer briefly.

· Black is the new colour of this season: F, because bright vibrant colours are in instead.

· Girls don’t wear black normally: T, women wear black

· Black is a popular colour for modern career women to wear: T, it’s the new dress for success colour, their moms didn’t wear black

· Black is a dirty colour: F, it hides dirt well, and is considered to be a classy colour

Second Listening:
1. List some of the colours that are in fashion this season. Red, fandango pink, leafy green, purple
2. What does the little black dress signify? Worldly, sophisticated
3. Why were darker styles from 1980s designers so popular? Sick of purple, sick of bright seventies colours, started to see black as a mysterious, powerful, deviant colour
4. Why, according to Valerie Steel do so many women like wearing black nowadays? Powerful, practical, classy, doesn’t show dirt, makes women seem ten pounds thinner
Post-listening:

How many fashion designers can you name? J.P. Gaultier, Gucci, Versace, Calvin Klein, Yves St. Laurent, Louis Vuitton, Tommy Hilfiger, Ralph Lauren, Céline, Prada, Minolo Blahnik, Vera Wang (wedding dresses) 

Is fashion an art form? If so, how?

Would you consider these people to be artists therefore?

