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WEEK 2
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27th Oct
WEEK 3


Responsibilities 

3rd Nov

WEEK 4


The Unusual

10th Nov

WEEK 5


The English Language
17th Nov

WEEK 6
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WEEK 7
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1st Dec
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8th Dec



WEEK 9 


Predictions

(15th Dec)




WEEK 10


The Headless Horseman 
(3rd Jan)




WEEK 11


Speaking Workshop

(10th Jan)

Week 1 - Introductions
SUGGESTION FOR FIRST WARM UP…INTRODUCTIONS

(Before you introduce yourself to the class, write the following on the board…you could try and even play a game of hangman so that the students try and guess your name!  These are optional and you can invent your own if you have time)

1. Am I English, American, Australian, Irish, Canadian, Scottish?

2. How old am I?

3. Am I married, single or other?

4. What do I like doing in my free time?

5. What music/film/books do I like? 

6. What star sign am I?

THE TRUE / FALSE GAME

After you have introduced yourself properly to the students, it may be an idea to try and to get them to play another game where they can get to know each other and you can get to know them.  Each student takes a couple of minutes to think of three facts about him or herself.  Only two of these statements can be true.  The other must be a lie.  Each student must read their three statements out loud to the class, and the others must guess which statement is false.  

PORTFOLIO / PRESENTATIONS

The remainder of the hour should be spent getting students to sign up for presentations (1-2 groups per week, starting in week 3, depending on the numbers of students), and explaining to them the presentation guidelines as well as explaining the portfolio requirements (see following pages).  Keep in mind that the students may not be ready to give a topic straight away.  If this is the case it may be an idea to ask the students to submit presentation topics the following week, as the first presentation will not be until week 3. 
If there is time, you could try playing one of the filler exercises that have been supplied in the back of the pack.  

PRESENTATION SIGN UP SHEET

WEEK 



NAMES



TOPIC
3.    


______________________

________________
4.         

______________________

_______________

5.


______________________

________________

6.


______________________

________________

7.


______________________

________________

8.


______________________

________________

9.


______________________

________________

10.


______________________

________________

LCE ENGLISH Semester 1 2004/5
COURSE OUTLINE 
These classes are part of the oral English modules for first year specialist students.

Goals:

· improve listening comprehension by listening to authentic oral English with exercises 

· practice oral _expression through class discussion and presentations with feedback 

· improve pronunciation through formal learning of pronunciation rules with pronunciation practice. 


Students have 3 hours of Oral English per week:

1. PHONETICS                                 Lecture on phonetics and pronunciation  

2. COMPREHENSION (lab)                 Pronunciation, comprehension 
3. SPEAKING CLASS (TPO)            Oral _expression: discussion and presentations  

COMPREHENSION

This class meets for 1 hour every week, alternating between audio and multimedia labs. 

LISTENING

Goals
· Improve comprehension of oral English as spoken in a variety of contexts by different speakers. 
· foster the use of techniques for listening and note-taking in scripted and natural speech conditions 

· Increase knowledge of the modern English-speaking world. 

Materials
You have a course packet with a work sheet for each listening class.  You must bring this with you every week.  In order to review class work or to complete homework assignments, you may consult the corresponding website.

Evaluation
At the end of each semester there is a listening comprehension examination.  This test will involve 2 or 3 listening extracts, each played once or twice, with one-word, multiple choice or short answer questions.

 


Class requirements

1. Presentations
You and a partner are responsible for conducting the class for approximately 15-20 minutes. During this time, you will present one segment from your portfolio (10 – 15 minutes) and then lead the class in an activity or a discussion based on the presentation. 

Please prepare a handout outlining your presentation as well as any additional information any additional information that will contribute to the other students’ participation in your discussion and activities.


2.  Discussion
You should be prepared to comment on your classmate’s presentation and be able to discuss the themes throughout the books.

3. Portfolio
You will prepare an individual listening/speaking portfolio over the course of the semester.  This is a record of extracurricular listening and speaking opportunities.  
Evaluation
You receive a mark which reflects both your oral proficiency and participation in class.  In January you will have a 10 minute oral exam in which you will be expected to talk about your portfolio and the set novels.


LISTENING / SPEAKING PORTFOLIO

This portfolio is an individual record of oral English work conducted outside class time over the semester.  The aim of the portfolio is to encourage you to practice your listening and speaking skills in English.  It also provides material to talk about in your class presentation and in the oral exam.

You must complete the Reading Assignment and four more options (see below)
You must type your portfolio and use the exact template sent to you via e-mail 
You must make two copies of your portfolio
You must bring your portfolio with you to the oral exam in January
You must hand in your portfolio to your lecteur in week 10 of the semester

Contacts
If you have questions or problems concerning this programme who should you contact?

a) if you are a regular student, contact your class teacher (lecteur or lectrice)

b) if you are an off-campus student (étudiant non-assidu), contact Tom Still and Michael Creek, the lecteurs who coordinate the listening/speaking programme for this level.

c) if you have broader concerns, contact Riitta Blum, the permanent member of staff who is responsible for the 1st year oral programme

d) if you have administrative problems, contact Agnès Sahm, the secretary responsible for 1LCE students in office 121.

Evaluation
English Studies (études anglophones)

LL1AN212 (50 points)

Listening exam
30

Phonetics exam
20

LL1AN302 (50 points)

Oral expression (continuous assessment for Comp and

TPO)
10

Oral exam 40

European Studies (études européennes) 
(Group 5 – David Fournier and Amy Sentell)
UF1EE212
(200 points)

Oral expression (continuous assessment for Comp and

TPO)
20

Listening exam
80

Phonetics exam
60

Oral exam
40

LISTENING/SPEAKING PORTFOLIO-SEMESTER 1

GOALS: Listen and speak English


    Reflect on own proficiency and learning 


    Provide basis for evaluation and oral exam

FORMAT: Collected reports on listening/speaking experiences, 1-2 typed pages per activity.

· You must complete the Reading Assignment and four more options.

· Your write-up should be brief (it provides a record of activity and to provide proof of work)

· You may not recycle work across semesters or years

· You should hand in monthly segments of portfolios for feedback

· Credit will be given for the content of the audio/oral activity rather than written English
· You must type your portfolio: hand-written portfolios will not be accepted

· You must use the exact template portfolio sent to you via e-mail

· You must make two copies of your portfolio

· You must bring your portfolio with you to the oral exam in June

· You must hand in your portfolio to your teacher in week 10 of the semester

· You may NOT include any pictures in your portfolio

Remember, your portfolio is a record of your work.  Do not include any work that is copied from another source.  Plagiarism will lead to automatic failure.

1- READING ASSIGNMENT (OPTIONAL)

Read The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott. Fitzgerald, and A Brave New World, by Aldus Huxley, as well as three other novels.  Attached you will find a suggested reading list. Write a presentation outline for both books, on topics of your choice, and include this in your portfolio.  You may decide to give your oral presentation on one of these books. A list of suggested books will be provided.
2-INTERVIEW OPTION

Conduct an interview in English with a native speaker. 
a) Prepare your questions in advance and take detailed notes during the interview.

b) Write a transcript or give a detailed account of the answers to your questions.

c) Give your personal reaction to your interviewee’s comments, and to the assignment as a language learning exercise.

3-SELF-SPEAKING OPTION

a) Record yourself talking in English (subject material may be based on radiodiaries/soundportraits)

b) Transcribe your oral work.
c) Write an analysis of your pronunciation, grammar and fluency.
*You may use home equipment, the multimedia lab or lectures’ microphones.

4-AUDIO-VISUAL LISTENING OPTION (one option, different each semester)

i-FILM 

a) Watch a film in English at the cinema.
b) Find a review about the film (press/internet).
c) Write about whether you agree or disagree with the review.
ii-VIDEO/DVD 

a) Watch a video or DVD in English.
b) Transcribe in English the dialogue of a short scene.
c) Choose 5 words or expressions used in the scene. Define them and then explain their importance in the film.

iii-MUSIC 
a) Choose one singer and three of their songs.
b) Analyse the rhyme scheme and transcribe the rhyming vowels in one verse of each of the three songs.

c) Compare the three songs and comment on the difference between words which are sung and spoken

5-ENGLISH SOCIETY OPTION (One option obligatory both semesters)
i-LECTURE SERIES

a) Attend a lecture.
b) Ask a question at the end of the lecture.
c) Write a summary of the lecture and your question.
ii-SOCIAL EVENT

a) Attend a social event with the English Society.
b) Write up the event.
c) Give your opinion as a language learning exercise.
iii-DRAMA CLUB

a) Attend one drama club meeting.
b) Write up the meeting.
c) Give your opinion as a language learning exercise.
6-AUDIO LIBRARY OPTION
i-BS ANGLAIS (Semester one or two but not twice)
a) Find a cassette in the Audio library in the BS Anglais.
b) Listen and understand the recording.
c) Evaluate whether the tape is useful for other students learning English.
ii-THE INTERNET (Semester one or two but not the same actvity twice)
Go to one of the following websites and do one of the exercises within that site, following the on-screen instructions.  When you have completed your activity, write a general summary of your activity in in your portfolio.  What did you find useful about the exercise as a language learning activity?  Was it difficult?  Would this activity encourage you to try more internet based activities?  
1. http://www.esl-lab.com/basket/ballrd1.htm
 Listening and Pronunciation 
Visit the ESL Listening Lab and complete the activities listed below.

1. Click on "Play - audio only" and listen to the recorded text. You may listen to the text as many times as you need to answer the multiple choice questions. Once you've answered the questions, click "Final Score" to see how you did. Check your answers against the correct answers given in the box below the score. 

2. Scroll down to the bottom of The Dream Team page and click on "Go to Quiz Script." This time, listen to the recording while reading the transcript. Concentrate on announcer's pronunciation, and make a list of the words you didn't understand when you listened to the text without the transcript.

3. Practice reading the fourth paragraph (which starts "Some of the coaches on the US team...") out loud. Try to imitate the announcer as best you can. 
2   http://www.hio.ft.hanze.nl/thar/pronun.htm
 Word Stress
Go  to the English Channel pronunciation site.
1. Read section 3 (Stress) and complete the two assignments on word stress using the online dictionaries provided in the Tools section. Look up each word in an online dictionary and indicate the stressed syllable by putting it in capital letters. 
3. http://www.elfs.com/MMz.html3
Pronunciation Practice
Visit the Mouth Manglers page by English Learning Fun and complete the activities listed below.

1. Listen to the pronunciation of all five sentences. Click on the underlined words to hear the pronunciation and stresses of individual segments, or click on the number in front of any sentence to hear the whole sentence pronounced. 

2. Practice saying the sentences out loud. 
4. http://www.stuff.co.uk/animation/gbshawrm.htm
 Spelling and Pronunciation
Visit the Pronunciation for foreigners site and complete the activities listed below.

1. Click on the "Listen" button and listen to the poem. Fill in the missing words. Once you have filled in the blanks, click "Check" to check your score. 

2. Click at the bottom of the page to read the full poem. Practice saying the poem out loud. 
5. http://www.esl-lab.com/slang/slangrd2.htm
 Listening and Pronunciation 
Visit the ESL Listening Lab and complete the activities listed below

1. Click on "Play Audio" and listen to the recorded text on American slang. Answer the multiple choice questions and click "Final Score" to see how you did. Check your answers against the correct answers given in the box below the score. Include your score on this exercise in your email to your instructor.

2. Scroll down to the bottom of the American slang page and click on "Go to Quiz Script." This time, listen to the recording while reading the transcript. With the help of the definitions at the bottom of the page, brainstorm other slang words for "awesome" and "airhead." 
3. With a partner, practice saying the dialogue out loud. When you are ready, call your instructor over to listen to your pronunciation.

7-SPEAKING/LISTENING LOG OPTION (OBLIGATORY!)
a) Keep a journal for your listening speaking activities over the semester: include your participation in your English classes and extra curricular listening/speaking

b) At the end of the semester write a self-evaluation of your progress 

Presentation Guidelines

For your presentation, you and your partner are responsible for conducting the class for approximately 15-20 minutes. During this time, you will present one segment from your portfolio (10 – 15 minutes) and then lead the class in an activity or a discussion based on the presentation. 

Please prepare a handout outlining your presentation as well as any additional information any additional information that will contribute to the other students’ participation in your discussion and activities.

Please note:

· If you do not have a handout, you will fail the presentation.  

· If you do not have an organized activity (we do not consider “let’s discuss/debate my presentation” an organized activity) that has the students in the class speaking English, you will fail.

· If you read your presentation, you will fail.

· If you memorize your presentation, you will fail.

· If you are not prepared to give your presentation on the assigned date, you will fail.

Week 2: Appearances

Warm-up: First impressions

Match the five pictures with the description of what they are famous for.
Novelist and intellectual 
George Orwell, top left
Serial killer 


Charles Manson, top right

Rock star


Charlie Watts of the Rolling Stones, bottom right
Mathematical genius 
John Nash (played by Russell Crowe in A Beautiful Mind), top centre
Totalitarian dictator 

Fidel Castro, bottom left
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Check your answers. What was it about these people’s looks that informed your decisions?
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Warm-up: Beauty

Quickly check if students think beauty is subjective – in general, can everyone agree that some people are beautiful and some are not? For example, would everyone agree that Halle Berry is attractive? Brad Pitt? Bjork?
In groups of three, discuss the following questions:

1. Is physical attractiveness more important in women or men?

2. Do most people overestimate or underestimate their own beauty?

3. What influence does someone’s physical appearance have on their personality? And vice versa?

Ask for a spokesperson from each group to report back on what they agreed or disagreed on.
Discussion activity: First impressions
General questions to the class: Should we judge people on appearances? What about first impressions? When is it important to make a good first impression? Elicit answers: Job interview, on a date, first day at work, etc.
In different groups, discuss what judgments you would make from the following first impressions:
· Someone with a lot of tattoos

· Someone dressed in designer clothes from head to toe

· Someone who smiles a lot

· Someone who talks very quietly

· Someone who talks very fast

· Someone with dreadlocks

· Someone wearing sunglasses indoors

· Someone with a lot of perfume/aftershave

· Someone who dresses all in black

· Someone who doesn’t look you in the eye

· Someone very tanned

· Someone with a very strong handshake

A new spokesperson from each group reports back.
Listening activity: Keeping up appearances

Students hear a tape of the things the speaker would and wouldn’t do. They just have to write yes or no next to each relevant item on the list, and the reasons.

Transcript: I wouldn’t spit. I think that’s really horrible when people spit on the streets. I wouldn’t take my clothes off because you’d probably get arrested. I wouldn’t sing because I’ve got an awful voice. No, I definitely wouldn’t sing at the top of my voice. I’d like to say that I wouldn’t look at myself in a shop window but I sometimes catch myself just giving a quick glance. I’d wear my pajamas on the street; I used to do that a lot when I was a student. I wouldn’t kiss my partner; I don’t like it when people get too affectionate in public places.

1. Shout to someone on the other side of the street
2. Look at yourself in a shop window (sometimes, quick glance)
3. Shout at or argue with your partner
4. Sing at the top of your voice (no, awful voice)
5. Take all your clothes off (no, get arrested)
6. Eat while walking along
7. Wear your nightclothes (yes, used to when she was a student)
8. Kiss your partner (no, doesn’t like public displays of affection)
9. Spit (no, horrible)
10. Cry
Which of these would the students do, or not do? Ask them to interview a partner and then report back to the class on what the partner said. Does anyone have a story to tell about a time when they did one of these?
Week 3 - Responsibilities
A. Responsible Jobs (suggested warm up)
(Brainstorm students on jobs which demand responsibility, compile a list on the board and if possible get students to get into groups and rank the four most important  …if they are stuck suggest prime minister/president, airline pilot, army commander, doctor, judge, US president, lecteur….)
1. Take a couple of minutes to think of jobs which require great responsibility and try to justify why these jobs are important. As a class we will compile a list.

2. With your partner, make a list of the four most important jobs on the board.  Justify your answers to the class.  

AND
B. Responsibilities in relationships 
(Divide students into eight groups and get them to discuss the responsibilities in the relationships below.  Students should consider the responsibilities from both points of view for a few moments and then each pair should report back to the class)  
In groups of two or three, consider the responsibilities required in each of the roles listed from below.  Who has more responsibilities in each of the pairs?  What are the responsibilities of each group towards the other?  What would happen if one group neglected its responsibilities towards the other? 
1. Doctors and Patients

2. Teachers and Students

3. Priests and the Community

4. Artists and the Public

5. Footballers/rock stars and their fans

6.  Police and the Community

7. Politicians and Voters 

8. Citizens and the Nation

OR

C. Irresponsible?  

(Have students rate these cases in how terms of how irresponsible these people are.  They should do this in pairs and compare their answers.  Students should also decide who the people are being irresponsible to.  Once they have decided ask a few students to justify their answers to the class.)  
The following cases are all acts of irresponsibility.  But just how irresponsible are the parties concerned.  What could be the consequences of their irresponsibility?  Who will suffer because of their actions?  

Work in pairs to try and put the following cases into order depending on how irresponsible you consider them to be.  

1. A mother who smokes while pregnant



2. Parents who let their children watch pornographic and violent films

3. Someone who drives at 220kmph on the motorway

4. People who have big dogs and live in flats.

5. A group of people climbing on a difficult mountain despite a bad weather forecast.  

6. People who leave cans and plastic bottles on beaches and on other places of natural beauty.  

7. A teacher who never prepares his/her lessons.
8. Someone who drinks a bottle of wine and then drives.

9. Producers of arms/weapons

10. A couple of Jehovah’s witnesses who refuse to let their child have a blood transfusion.  

OR
4.  Heaven’s Gates
(As an alternative to the above exercise, cut the above sentences into strips, with a few more inventions of your own if you have a bigger class.  Students are members of a jury at a very responsible heaven.  Their task is to send the really irresponsible people to hell.  Each member of the class should take a strip of paper and read it out loud to the rest of the group. For example, one student reads out loud to the rest of the group.  I’m pregnant and I smoke.  The rest of the group should ask questions to the student to the student to get him or her to justify their answers.  After two minutes, the class should take a vote as to whether the person is innocent or guilty and can be let into heaven or sent to hell.)
Your teacher will hand you a piece of paper with an example of an irresponsible action.  Imagine that you are a generally good person, but there is just one problem.  Throughout your life, you have been responsible for the action on the piece of paper. As you have just arrived at heaven’s gates, the idea of being sent to hell for this one action is not exactly appealing. Be ready to defend yourself to the rest of the class as they will have to decide whether you will be sent to heaven or end up in hell! You only have two minutes to justify yourself, and remember this is your last chance to enter paradise!
Week 4: The Unusual
A. Warm Up

(Students answer three of the following questions and read out their answers. The class has to guess which questions they are answering. The students should be prepared to tell the story that goes with their answers...)
Answer three of the following questions, without writing down the number of the question.  Your teacher will ask you to read your answers, and the class will try to guess which answer corresponds to which question.  Be ready to tell the story that goes with your answer to the class!  

1. What is the most unusual experience you’ve ever had?

2. Who’s the most unusual person you’ve ever met?

3. Where’s the most unusual place you’ve ever been?

4. What’s the most unusual thing you’ve ever bought?

5. What’s the most unusual thing you’ve ever been given?

6. What’s the most unusual film you’ve ever seen?

7. What’s the most unusual book you’ve ever read?

8. What’s the most unusual sight that you’ve ever seen?

9. What’s the most unusual face you’ve ever seen?

10. Who’s the most unusual teacher you’ve ever had?

AND

B. Coincidences

(Students read the text below (out loud, student by student?)  and discuss the answers in groups. Then briefly ask each group to come up with a rational explanation for the coincidence surrounding the twins separated at birth.  They can then check their answers with the listening exercise.  Explain to the students that the text is a springboard for discussion as opposed to a comprehension exercise but it may be an idea to look over the article first and see which words may be difficult for students to understand.)
Read the following text.  In groups of three, try to find rational explanations for the two stories.  Are they just coincidences, is it fate, or are there more scientific explanations?  

One of the best known collections of parallels is between the careers of Abraham Lincoln and John F. Kennedy; both were shot while sitting next to their wives; both were succeeded by a southerner named Johnson; both their killers were themselves killed before they could be brought to justice.  Lincoln had a secretary called Kennedy; Kennedy had a secretary called Lincoln.  Lincoln was killed in the Ford Theatre; Kennedy was killed in a car called a Ford Lincoln – and so on.

Similar connections are found between identical twins who have been separated at birth.  Dorothy Lowe and Bridget Harrison were separated in 1945, and did not meet until 1979, when they were flown over from Britain for an investigation by Dr. Tom Bouchard, a psychologist at the University of Minnesota.  They found that when they met they were both wearing seven rings on their hands, two bracelets on one wrist and a watch and a bracelet on the other.  They married on the same day, had worn identical wedding dresses and carried the same flowers.  Dorothy had named her son Richard Andrew, and her daughter, Catherine Louise; Bridget had had named her son Andrew Richard and her son Karen Louise (she had wanted to call her Catherine).  Both had a cat called Tiger.  Dorothy loved the historical novels of Catherine Cookson; Bridget loved the historical novels of Caroline Merchant (Catherine Cookson’s other pen name).  They had a string of similar mannerisms when nervous….
_______________________________________________________________________________
AND/OR

C. Listening
(Students will hear some rational explanations for the similarities between the two twins mentioned in the text….They can check their ideas with the listening exercise.)
Listen to the tape and see if you can find some rational explanations for the similarities between the twins separated at birth.  

1.  What is the logical explanation for the twins:-
(a) having seven rings?  (rich husbands able to afford to buy them rings, slender hands good to show rings off, superstition, coincidence)
(b) getting married on the same day? (high statistical chance, actually 1 in 125)
2. What do these coincidences imply? (Our personality and lifestyle is not only controlled by the environment but is also determined by our genes)
Week 5: English – a World Language

1. A World language

As a class, read the following article and discuss the questions in mini groups of 2-4. (As a class read the article, asking the students to read in turns out loud as a pronunciation correction exercise and then split students into four groups.  Each group should discuss and prepare an opinion on one of the allocated/chosen question and then report back to the class).  
According to a legend, originally the world had only one language.  One day the people decided to build an enormous tower so that they could reach up to heaven.  The creator, convinced that he had to put an end to such futile ventures, decided to confuse their language so that they couldn’t understand each other.  Since the beginning of time the people of the world have been struggling to understand each other.  Most European languages, nevertheless, can be traced back to a single root – Sanskrit.   
For example, the Sanskrit word for brother was brahtar, which in Irish is bráthair, brat in Russian, phrater in Greek, bruder in German and broeder in Dutch.  

Despite various attempts to create universal languages – between 1880 and 1907 no less than 53 were invented – today, whether we like it or not, English is the only Universal language, apart from, that is, from music and love.  

___________________________________________________________________
Topics for Discussion:-
1. Are there words in your language which look or sound similar to English, and which have the same meaning?  
2. What English words are regularly used in your language?  Why were they borrowed and are they used in the same ways a sin English?  Has their grammatical form been altered in anyway?  Are they pronounced as in English?  Are they accepted by the government or do many people want to eliminate them?  
3. Are there any words from in English that have been borrowed from your language?  
4. How do you feel about English being the world language?  Do you accept this, or can other languages still be considered to be world languages?  
AND/OR
1.    Fun with English

(Students should read the texts below and answer the questions in the boxes below.  You could make it competitive by seeing which group manages to answer the most questions correctly and provide a prize.  It may be an idea to get the students to first read the texts/articles as a group and go over words they may not understand)  
Read the following words and sentences and, in groups, try to answer the questions below.  

(Answers for teachers)
1. with, eights, telephone

2. abstemious

3. fanzine (a magazine for musical fans), flexitime (flexible time), workaholic (someone who is addicted to work, like someone who is addicted to alcohol)
4. discotheque, laboratory, gymnasium

5. goodbye

6. children, mice, women

7. smack, crash, bump

8. baby-sitter, know how, spaceship

9. compact disc (CD), random access memory (RAM)

10. Was it….? Pull up… (These are known as palindromes)

11. Peter Piper…Swan swam

12. He said that that ‘that’ that the man said was correct (the man could have chosen ‘which’ not’ that’ but this would have been incorrect)

13. You are too good to me to be forgotten

14. backwards, you

15. all American spellings

16. ate / late

Week 6: Advice
A. Professional counselling
Introduce (or elicit from students) other words for advice – guidance, counselling, tips. Which words are used in which context? The next activity is about professional counselling.

Think of a famous person, and imagine a problem they could have in their personal life. Working in pairs, improvise a counselling session where person A is the famous person with a problem, and person B is the counsellor. The client should explain the problem and the counsellor should try to listen and give helpful advice. Then change roles.

When they have finished, you could ask for some to be performed in front of the class. Then ask for examples of good advice people heard in their dialogues. What is the best way of counselling someone – to offer guidance or to let them talk and reach their own conclusions?
B: How to get a date
Introduce the text. Give the students three minutes to read it, then get them talking with a partner – different pairs working on different questions if you’re pushed for time. Feedback could be asking each pair as a class, or the students report back on what their partner said, or the students swap pairs, interview their new partner and report back on what they said.

The text below is taken from a website which gives personal advice for young people. Read the text and discuss the questions with a partner:

How do I get a date? 

· Eye contact is a good start. Get a friend to drop hints and find out how they feel about you. It's scary asking for a date, so let someone you fancy know they're in with a chance. Knowing they won't be laughed at might give them the confidence they need to make an approach. So, make eye contact, return smiles, chat and be friendly. In short, flirt. 

· If you really fancy someone and are waiting for them to ask you for a date, take the plunge and ask them yourself. If they say no, at least you had the guts to ask which is better than always wondering 'what if'.

What do I do on a date? 

· If you don't know the person well, meet them for lunch. If the date is a disaster, you can always escape. If you're alone on a blind date make sure someone knows where you're going and text them when you get home so they know you're OK. Don't end up in a secluded place at night with somebody you don't know. 

· Think you'll be lost for words? Go to an event like a football match and watch the action between chats. At least you can talk about footie if nothing else! 

· The theatre and cinema are great, but meet for a drink before the show. If you don't, your talking time is restricted to the interval.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/onelife/personal/relationships/dating.shtml
1. What do you think of the advice this article offers? Is it a good idea to ask your friend to find out how someone feels?

2. Should you ask the person out yourself, or wait for them to ask you?

3. Should a woman wait for a man to make the first move?

4. What is the best place to meet for a date? What are the advantages and disadvantages of the places mentioned in the article?
C: Listening activity: Dilemmas
Listen to the tape and write down your gut reaction to each question. You can adjust the number of points according to time constraints.
Transcript:

1. Which would you rather be – a man or a woman?

2. Which would you prefer – a year in prison or a year alone on a beautiful desert island?

3. Given the choice would you choose not to eat for three days or not to sleep for three days?

4. What do you want – a beautiful house but miles from anywhere, or an average house near to everything you want?

5. If you had to spend a month in Siberia or a month in the Sahara, which would you prefer?

6. Imagine this – you can be incredibly rich but full of regrets and with no hope, or incredibly poor but full of hope.

7. Right. You can either be taller and a little less intelligent or considerably shorter and a lot more intelligent. Which is it going to be?

8. If you could have two weeks visiting ten different towns or two weeks in one particular interesting place, which kind of holiday would you go for?

9. So, you’re about to take an important oral exam, let’s say an English oral, and you can either wait with someone like you who has yet to do the exam or with someone who’s just finished it. Who are you going to wait with?

10. I’m not sure how I’d answer this one myself, but the choice is between a life permanently following your head or permanently following your heart.

Students discuss their gut reactions in pairs or small groups. Find out which ones they disagreed on, and talk about these as a class.

Week 7: Race and Nationality
1. Warm Up  - stereotypes

(You could start by simply asking the students to name a few countries and write them down.  These should be European countries + the USA as these are countries that will be the most familiar with…you should aim for about half as many countries as there are students in the class as they will be working in groups of two…split the students into groups and get them to think of 3 characteristics associated with these countries.  Ask each group to read them out loud to the rest of the class, and see if the others can guess which country is being referred to.  Feel free to get the other students to challenge the stereotypes related to each country and to get the other students to do the same…this could give rise to some interesting anecdotes and examples!)
1. Take one minute to think of the names of a few countries in English.    
2. Work with a partner to try and think of personal characteristics that we may feel, are associated with the citizens of this country.   
3. You will be asked to read a few of these characteristics out loud to the class and your colleagues will try to guess which country you are talking about.  Feel free to challenge the stereotypes that your fellow students may hold!  
OR 
2. Warm-up: How English are you?

The students are going to invent a quiz entitled “Are you a typical English person?” Ask each pair to think of five questions for the quiz, for example “how do you take your tea?”  or “what time do you eat your evening meal?” Then mix the pairs, and each student tests their new partner. If there’s time, they can swap again and test someone new. Try to find out who is the most English person in the class.

 AND
The English

(This may be an interesting exercise for students as it could generate much discussion about the ‘Anglo-Saxon world’ and the differences between it and the French-speaking one.  Get the students to read the text out-loud, again as a pronunciation exercise, and then split the students into 5 groups and allocate questions so that they may give a short report back to the class on each question giving rise to some discussion.  Obviously, it is perhaps better to allocate bigger questions to larger groups.)

1. As a class will read the (non-serious!) article on the English together
2. In a group prepare some of your ideas on the question that has been allocated to you by your teacher, and give a short report back to the class.  
Xenophobia is the English national sport – England’s most enduring cultural expression.  And there is a very good reason for that.  

As far as the English are concerned, all of life’s problems can be summed up in one word – foreigners.

Nine hundred years ago the invasion of England was perpetrated by the Normans.  They settled, tried to integrate themselves with the indigenous population and failed.  

The indigenous population then, as now, displayed an utter contempt for them, not merely because they had conquered but because they had come from abroad.  

The English don’t just superior to all other nations.  They secretly believe that all other nations know that they are.

They feel themselves to be natural leaders, the most obvious choice for ‘top nation.’  Geography reinforces this belief as the inhabitants look out to see from all around them from the fastness (security) of their ‘tight little island.’ Nobody would ever question the aptness of the newspaper report: ‘Fog in the channel – Continent cut off.’
________________________________________________________________________
Questions for discussion
1. Do you think this extract is serious or humorous? Do you think that English people are like this? How do you would feel if you were English and you read this description?  
2. How do the English differ from Canadians, Australians and Americans in your opinion? 

3. Why do some nationalities feel superior to others?  Is there any real basis for this feeling?  

4. Are you proud to be a citizen of your own country?  Why or why not? 

5. What are the main strengths and failings of your own nationality?  

6. Can national stereotypes be helpful?  Or are they always wrong?  

Week 8: Honesty
Warm up

Brainstorm students about what they prefer in a person:  honesty/sincerity, intelligence, sense of humour, good lucks, and write these on the board.  Get them to rate these characteristics in order of priority.  If they all come up with the same order, get them to justify the inverse order, i.e. if they have put good looks as least important, they should think of justifications of it being the most important.  
How honest are you?

Students should read and answer the following questions individually, and then discuss them in pairs.  
Read and answer the following questions individually, and then we will discuss them in pairs or as a class.  

White Lies

Ask students to discuss the following questions in groups, and then get feed back from the whole class.  

In groups of two or three, discuss the following questions.  
· How can you tell if somebody is actually lying?
· Is lying actually bad?

· Who do we lie most often to?

· What do we lie most often about?
You should also pick one of the following scenarios, and decide in which situation it would be most appropriate to tell a white lie.  Say what the lie might be and be prepared to justify it!!!

1. Your mother knits you a revolting jumper for your birthday.

2. A new friend invites you for dinner.  You’re doing nothing but you don’t want to go.

3. You are a doctor, you’re patient has six months to live.

4. Your child is 13.  To get reduced rail fairs she should be under 13.

5. Your partner has been preparing to go out for dinner for hours?  He/She looks terrible.  
Week 9: Predictions
A. Warm Up

Students write down three predictions for themselves….though not using their names.  The teacher mixes up the predictions and hands them out to students and people have to guess to whom the predictions  apply.  
AND

B. IN 25 YEARS…..
Split students into groups and get them to write down a 3 or four few predictions for life in 25 years time.  You could get each group to concentrate an a certain area i.e. global affairs, technology, food, celebrities etc.  Give each group a few minutes to discuss and then get them to report back to the class.  
Before reading the article below, write down a few predictions for life in 1000 years time.  
Compare the answers that you have written with other members of your group, and the teacher will ask some groups to give a short report to the class.  
AND/OR
IN 1000 YEARS

As a class, read the supplied article together.  In the same groups, students should prepare a few thoughts on the on the implications of these predictions, and present them to the class.  Topics for group discussion could include, practical utility, economics; ethics, etc.  On a more practical level, it might just be possible just to ask the students to analyse each prediction and evaluate how realistic or useful it could be.  
Read the article below and, in groups of two or three, choose one of the predictions and prepare a short report about how realistic and realisable this prediction could be.  
Week 10: The Headless Horseman
Warm-up: Genre

Match each film with its genre. Compare your answers with a partner, and discuss which genre you usually prefer, and why. Explain “tagline” – a line which appears on posters to describe the film. Ask students to report back on their partner’s choice of genre and reasons. The choice of genres is on the bottom of the student sheet so they just have to match them – easy.
Film: Clueless

Stars: Alicia Silverstone, Brittany Murphy
Tagline: “Sex. Clothes. Popularity. Is there a problem here?”
Genre: Romantic comedy
Film: Austin Powers

Stars: Mike Myers, Liz Hurley
Tagline: “If he were any cooler, he'd still be frozen, baby!”
Genre: Spoof comedy
Film: Scream

Stars: Neve Campbell, Courteney Cox, Drew Barrymore
Tagline: “Don't Answer The Phone. Don't Open The Door. Don't Try To Escape.”
Genre: Horror
Film: Gone With The Wind

Stars: Vivien Leigh, Clark Gable
Tagline: “The most magnificent picture ever!”
Genre: Classic romance
Film: Minority Report

Stars: Tom Cruise, Colin Farrell, Samantha Morton
Tagline: “What would you do if you were accused of a murder, you had not committed... yet?”
Genre: Futuristic thriller
Film: The Hours

Stars: Nicole Kidman, Julianne Moore, Meryl Streep
Tagline: “Always the years, always the love, always... the hours...”
Genre: Arthouse drama
Warm-up: Lost the plot

Students get into groups of 5 or less, and each group member gets a line of the plot. They have to memorise it on their own, privately. Then the group has to put the lines in order, without referring back to the pieces of paper. (groups of less than 5 get the rest of the lines given to them.) Can any group get it word-perfect in the correct order? Correct version: 
1. A police constable is sent to find a murderer who has already beheaded three people. 

2. He learns that a headless ghost has committed the murders.

3. His task is to find out who is giving the ghost’s orders. 

4. While carrying out this task, he meets a beautiful girl whose boyfriend is killed.

5. The constable subsequently falls in love, which only complicates matters.

Does anyone know the film? It’s Sleepy Hollow (by Tim Burton, 1999, with Johnny Depp and Christina Ricci)
Activity: Dialogue

Working in pairs, choose a character each and read the dialogue out loud. Once they’ve finished, go through the dialogue as a class, with each student reading just one line. Look at pronunciation of possible problem words - apologise, behaviour, suitor, wrapped, throat, jealousy, extraordinary. Encourage questions about vocab, expressions, etc. What is small talk? To wrap? To propose? A great deal (in this context)? You could write these on the board and ask students to discuss in pairs, or else just go through them as a class, depending on time.
ICHABOD'S ROOM – NIGHT

Ichabod makes notations in a book. Katrina strolls in, sits on the bed. Ichabod is nervous.
ICHABOD Do you often make a habit of sitting on strange men's beds?

KATRINA You are horribly old-fashioned, aren't you?

ICHABOD Feel free to form your own opinion. Though it appears you already have.

KATRINA Well, I intended to apologize for the behaviour of my friend Brom Van Brunt, but it seems I've made matters worse. (getting up to go) I'll leave you to your business.

ICHABOD Excuse me... I should apologize. I, um... I... have no great love of...

KATRINA Other people?

ICHABOD Small talk.

KATRINA It might have been more. Might have been positively grand talk.

Ichabod offers his chair, backing away. Seeing it is the only one, he remains standing. Katrina sits.
KATRINA Is it me, or are you this nervous around all women?

ICHABOD Perhaps it is because your suitor's hands were recently very nearly wrapped around my throat.

KATRINA My suitor?

ICHABOD The massive fellow... Brom. For someone you call "friend," he misplaces a good portion of jealousy.

KATRINA He has proposed to me twice.

ICHABOD Which may explain his temperament. To have asked twice means the answer was "no" at least once. Katrina looks down, discards this with a smile.
KATRINA I've read a great deal about your New York City. Do be a dear and tell me all about it. Sounds like an extraordinary place to live a life.

ICHABOD Extraordinary, yes. But first, you tell me about the Headless Horseman.

Activity: Character
Working in pairs, underline phrases which you think reveal something about the character’s personality or mood, and use suitable descriptive phrase to describe this characteristic. For example, you could underline “you are horribly old-fashioned” to describe Katrina as rude, or scornful.

Suggest that different pairs try rereading the whole passage  in different moods: Ichabod mysterious, Katrina flirtatious; Ichabod angry, Katrina haughty; Ichabod suspicious, Katrina cheerful, etc.
Activity: What happens next?

Working with a different partner, improvise the next part of the conversation between Ichabod and Katrina. Anything could happen!

If you did the Genre warm-up, you could liven this up by giving each pair a new genre for the film:

Romantic comedy

Classic love story

Gangster flick

Spoof comedy

Blockbuster action thriller

Musical(!)
Lost the Plot activity – Plot lines to cut out

A police constable is sent to find a murderer who has already beheaded three people. 

He learns that a headless ghost has committed the murders.

His task is to find out who is giving the ghost’s orders. 

While carrying out this task, he meets a beautiful girl whose boyfriend is killed.

The constable subsequently falls in love, which only complicates matters.
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