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Practice Exam
Week 2 - Appearances
Pre-listening task:

Match the words with their synonyms:

sparkle


stilettos
high heels


bold
rub



cleavage
waterproof


wipe




bright



glitter


boobs



water resistant
Listening Part 1:

You are about to hear two fashion “experts”, Trinny and Susannah, giving style advice for women. They talk about four main areas, and the titles are shown below. Put them into the order we hear them on the tape.

The perfect mouth
Alcohol considerations
The golden rule of fashion

Keeping make-up to a minimum

Listening Part 2:

Where, according to the experts, is this girl going wrong?

Post-listening task: Discussion topics
· Is the media too obsessed with appearances?

· Magazines get a lot of their funding from advertisers of beauty products and fashionable clothes... could this be linked to their obsession with looking good?

· How does this problem compare in France and in Britain?

· Do we need more ‘normal’ looking celebrities?

Frasier episode 1 – She’s the Boss

A.  Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word or phrase to complete the plot outline:

· Martin and Niles are surprised to hear that Frasier’s new boss at the radio station is _________.

· The new boss has already started to make changes…by _______some of the radio presenters.

· When Frasier disagrees with her suggestions for his show, she punishes him by___________________.

· To take their_________, Roz and Frasier decide to make the show outrageously sexy.

· Frasier and the boss _____________.  They argue in front of the rest of the staff, pretending that neither of them has given in to the suggestions of the other, whilst in fact the opposite is true for both of them.

B. 
Find words or phrases in the extract from Frasier which have the same meaning as the following words/expressions:

1. It’s very boring.

2. long wooden seats

3. to make a fuss about small details

4. relationships outside of marriage

5. to help somebody

6. spoiled

7. more interesting

C. Transcription Activity: 
Choose a character from the extract and transcribe their lines as accurately as possible, using the F5 tool on Logolab. Pay special attention to grammar and difficult spelling. 

PRINCE HARRY 
PRE-LISTENING

Do you know about the school qualifications system in the UK?  What are A-Levels?  What is a gap-year?  Is this something that you have done or would like to do?   Where would you go?  

LISTENING 1: A-Levels (TRUE/FALSE)

Answer the following questions with true or false and justify your answers with a few words.  

1. Prince Harry and Prince William went to different schools.  Harry’s favourite subject was Art History. 

2. His father is happy with his son’s results.  

3. Harry is going straight to university. 

LISTENING 2: En route for Africa (SHORT ANSWERS)

1. Who will Prince Harry help in Africa?  Where was Harry during the first half of his gap-year?  
2. What did he do there?  Will we know exactly where Harry will be?  Why or why not? 
LISTENING 2:  AIDS VIDEO (FILL IN THE BLANKS)  

1. Harry, 19, spent ________in the poor country as part of his gap year. He wanted to find out how he   could help ________by Aids. 

2. He hopes that his visit and now the film will help to raise _________ and money to tackle the problems faced by people in Lesotho.
3. There are also interviews with doctors, Aids workers and a______________________. Harry's film will be shown on ITV1 in September.
POST-LISTENING ACTIVITY SUGGESTION:  Discuss the following questions with your partner and present your ideas to the class: 

1. How do you perceive the British Monarchy?  

2. Is Monarchy a good idea or is it superfluous in Modern Society?  

3. What, in your opinion, are the advantages and disadvantages of being a Prince?  
Frasier episode 2 - Shrink Rap

A. 
Decide whether each line of the plot summary is true or false. For those which are false, write a line to replace it:

· Niles and Frasier are in therapy because of a dispute they have had. T/F
· Frasier was fascinated by a caller’s dream on his radio show, which made him realise that he has not been going into enough depth with his clients on the show.  T/F
· Meanwhile, Niles is receiving complaints about the noise from his office. T/F
· To resolve both problems, Niles offers to let the office to Frasier so that they can work alongside each other.  However, their constant arguments prevent them from working, and a colleague offers them a counselling session to help with their problems. T/F
· Eventually, he persists, and they take his advice because they discover that he attended an excellent university.  T/F. 
B. 
Look at these lines from the extract, fill in the blanks and provide a suitable synonym or paraphrase for each missing word.

1. A few hours later... We were having espresso, and, perhaps to _________the stimulant effect, Frasier was telling us about his day.

2. You know, I can't stop thinking about my last caller today. _________young woman who had a recurring dream.

3. Frasier, I have a proposition. I mentioned that doctor in the office next door? Well, his lease is up. If you were interested in his office, as his______, I could tell him and his screaming meamies to hit the road!

4. Dad's right. We're not ready for this, it could lead to_________ and tension.

5. Two little ____________and you doom us to failure.
C. 
Repetition activity

Choose a character from the extract. Using the F3 tool on Logolab, work through their lines one by one. Listen to the original carefully and then record yourself repeating the line. Pay particular attention to intonation and word stress. Listen back and re-record yourself until you are happy with your version of each line.

EXTREME WEATHER
Pre-Listening 

Work with a partner to find synonyms for the following natural disasters:

Hurricane
Tornado




Tidal Wave



Earthquake 




Avalanche



Flood




Listening 1: Hurricane Ivan slams into Jamaica

Fill in the blanks:

1. Hurricane Ivan has caused _______________two storeys high have been reported around the coast as the ______travels through the Caribbean. 

2. Troops are_____________, and many people have left their homes to go to shelter.
3. Hurricane Ivan has already left a massive trail of damage in the Caribbean, killing at least________, mostly in Grenada.
Listening 2:  Hurricane heads for Cuba and US

1. Where is Hurricane Ivan going after Cuba?  

2. How are Cubans escaping the storms?    

3. Name three other countries, aside from Grenada and Jamaica, where the hurricane has been.
4. How many people are thought to have been killed by the hurricane so far?   

Listening 3:  

True or false with justification:

1. There are many tornadoes in the UK every year.  
2. Most Tornadoes have many witnesses  

3. Around 100 tornadoes are reported in the UK every year.  
4. British tornadoes are less violent than American ones.  
POST LISTENING

What is the most frightening weather/natural disaster situation you have ever been in ?  

Do you know any films featuring natural disasters?  Why are such films so popular?  

Frasier episode 3 – Martin does it his Way.
A. Answer the questions while watching the episode:

· What member of the Crane family has died? 

· What has Niles been asked to do?  Why can he not do this? 

· Why does Frasier not wish to deliver the eulogy at the funeral?  

· What does Daphne find?

· What do the sons plan to send to Frank Sinatra?

· Who eventually sings the song?

B. 
Find words or phrases in the extract from Frasier which have the same meaning as the following expressions:

· a person on the phone

· having an affair

· to make more interesting

· sexy

· Could you…?

· recently

· to emphasise

C. Transcription Activity: 
Choose a character from the extract and transcribe their lines as accurately as possible, using the F5 tool on Logolab. Pay special attention to grammar and difficult spelling.

Identity and Stereotypes
Pre-listening task: National Identity
· What defines where you are from? Is it where you were born? Where your parents are from? Where most of your family is from? Where you grew up? How you feel?

Listening Part 1: Sarah Yeh
True or false?

Sarah’s grandparents are from England. .

Sarah was born in Vietnam. 

Sarah’s dad used to live in France..
Sarah feels that Chinese families are closer than British families. 

Sarah doesn’t make much of an effort to see her family regularly. 
Listening Part 2: Sarah Yeh
What two stereotypes of Chinese people does Sarah mention? 
What does she think of these stereotypes?
Which category do you think Sarah fits into? 

Post-listening task: Stereotypes

Sarah mentioned some of the stereotypes associated with the Chinese community in Britain. Discuss:
· What stereotypes are associated with the British/French/Americans/Australians, etc?

· Is there any truth in the following stereotypes?

· The British are reserved and cold.

· Parisians are often arrogant.

· Australians are usually laid-back.

· The Scottish are mean with money.

· Italians are good lovers.

· Germans are strict timekeepers.

· Spanish people are lazy.

· Americans are fiercely patriotic.

· The Japanese will take photos of anything they see.

Why do these national and cultural stereotypes exist? In what ways can they be harmful?




Frasier episode 4 – Leapin’ Lizards

A.  Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word or phrase to complete the plot outline:

· Bulldog plays a practical joke on Frasier by_________________.  

· When Frasier protests to his boss, she tells Bulldog to________.  

· Bulldog makes a prank call on air to Frasier’s home, making Frasier ____ to humiliate him. 

· Frasier attempts to get his own back by putting a ______ in the box from which Bulldog is to make a prize-draw. 

· The joke backfires when ___________________________. 

B. 
Multiple Choice

Pick the most appropriate answer with reference to the short extract:

· Frasier is angry when he comes in because:

· Daphne is feeding the dog unhealthy food.

· Daphne is feeding the dog expensive food.

· Daphne is feeding the dog foreign food.

· Daphne is feeding the dog cat food.

· Niles will be home late because:

· he has to stop at the vet’s to pick up pills for Meris.

· he has to stop at the chemist’s to pick up pills for Eddie

· he has to stop at the vet’s to pick up pills for Eddie

· he has to stop at the chemist’s to pick up pills for Meris.

· Bulldog phones Frasier pretending that:

· he needs help with a question for a radio quiz.

· he needs psychiatric advice.

· he needs someone to sing on his show.

· he needs to resolve something for a bet.

· After the phone call, Martin thinks that Frasier is:

· overreacting.

· reacting well.

· not taking the phone call seriously.

· amused.

· Martin tells the story about the bullet-proof vest as an example of:

· a practical joke that should not be taken seriously.

· a good practical joke he once played.

· when practical jokes can be dangerous.

· a way Frasier could get revenge on Bulldog.

C. 
Repetition activity

Choose a character from the extract. Using the F3 tool on Logolab, work through their lines one by one. Listen to the original carefully and then record yourself repeating the line. Pay particular attention to intonation and word stress. Listen back and re-record yourself until you are happy with your version of each line.

RELATIONSHIPS AND ADVICE

Pre-listening task: Problems.
Look at the list of problems. Who would you go to for advice? Discuss in pairs.

1. You have just found out your partner is sleeping with someone else.

2. You have discovered a nasty rash and you’re not sure if it’s serious.

3. You are getting strange phone calls in the middle of the night.

4. You are seriously in debt.

5. You think you might be addicted to painkillers, and you are too embarrassed to talk to anyone about it.

Listening Part 1:

The recording is taken from a BBC Radio 1 phone-in giving advice to young people.

1. How is Laura feeling at the start of the conversation? 

2. How old do you think Laura is?

3. Which of the following categories does Laura’s problem fit into best? Why?

Health

Travel


Work


Sex


Money


Love life

Family

Friendships


Education

Listening Part 2:

1. How long has she been with her boyfriend? 

2. How does she feel about him? 
3. What makes things difficult? 
4. How often do they see each other?
5. What is happening in August?
6. What decision does she need to make? 

7. How did she feel when she went out the other night? 

Post listening task: Advice

Work in pairs to decide what advice you would give Laura to solve her problems.

Discussion: are radio phone-ins really useful in solving personal problems? What are the disadvantages/advantages?

Frasier episode 5 - Kisses sweeter than wine.
A. 
Decide whether each line of the plot summary is true or false. For those which are false, write a line to replace it:

1. Frasier is planning a fancy-dress party in his flat.  T/F

2. While moving Martin’s chair out of the living-room, Niles and Frasier scratch the floor and decide that they need to have it repaired.  T/F

3. Daphne begins to flirt with Joe, one of the workmen, and makes it clear to the Crane brothers that she’s interested in him.  T/F

4. The workmen end up leaving very early. T/F

5. In an attempt to convince Daphne to go out with Joe, Niles lies to her about Joe’s past. T/F

6. Frasier realises that Niles has lied to Daphne and makes him go and talk to her to tell her the truth.  T/F

7. When it appears that the workmen will not have finished in time for the party, Martin convinces Frasier to bribe them. T/F

B. 
Read through these lines from the extract, and fill in the blanks with the correct word or phrases. Pay special attention to the grammatical constructions used.

1. I _________because                     without water. And why was there no water? Because I had to move_________ , which gouged the floor, which made me call for Joe, who found bad pipes, which called for Cecil, who ate the cat that killed the rat that lived in the house that Frasier built!

2. Oh all right, do you want all _____________dollars?

3. Joe told me___________. I think that's the nicest thing ______________for me. Thank you. [kisses Niles on cheek and jumps back] Oh!

4. Oh yes, we did. I guess you were right, it is __________! 

5. Okay everybody, come on. Move it, move it, move it. ______________. You ready? 

C. 
Repetition activity

Choose a character from the extract. Using the F3 tool on Logolab, work through their lines one by one. Listen to the original carefully and then record yourself repeating the line. Pay particular attention to intonation and word stress. Listen back and re-record yourself until you are happy with your version of each line.

