2nd Year LEA Oral English 2004-2005



Student Script
Semester 1

Comprehension and TPO Syllabus

Ger O’Callaghan, Whitney Webb, Amy Sentell, David Fournier.

COMPREHENSION

Week 1
Oct 25-29

Britain Against the Euro 

Week 2
Nov 1-5

Flesh and Fashion

Week 3
Nov  8-12

Margaret Thatcher Interview

Week 4
Nov 15-19

Air Traffic Communication Breakdown

Week 5
Nov 22-26

Irish Pubs Enforce Smoking Ban

Week 6
Nov29- Dec 3

Haiti’s Tropical Storm Jeanne

Week 7
Dec 6-10

Practice Exam – TPO Overflow Class
Week 8
Dec 13-17

Western Tobacco Companies

BREAK
DEC 18- JAN 3

Week 9
Jan  3-7

Roddy Doyle Interview

Week 10
Jan 10-14

Fashion Back in Black 

Week 11
Jan 17-21

Revision Week – No Classes



Jan 24-Feb 4

Exams – No Classes

Evaluation

Comprehension Exam: Jan/Feb, 20points

Oral Grade: 20points, class presentation and participation

PRESENTATION TOPICS

w.3 Nov 8-12

Cultural Stereotypes

What it means to be European

What it means to be French

w.4 Nov 15-19
Fashion Changes

What is True Beauty?

Pop Idols

w.5 Nov 22-26
Women in Politics

Independent Women

Women of the 21st Century

w.6 Nov 29-Dec 3
Changes in Communication

Communication Breakdown

The Fallibility of Technology

w.7 Dec 6-10

Smoking in France

Health Issues of the 21st Century

Anti-Smoking Campaigns

w.9 Jan 3-7

Natural Disasters

Environmental Pollution

Our Vulnerability to the Elements

w.10 Jan 10-14
Exploitation

Much wants More

Money is the Root of all Evil

The Presentation is the most important part of the TPO class, and starting on week 3 (Nov. 3-7) will take up 7weeks. There will be 2 presentations per class (this may be subject to slight alteration depending on numbers), and each presentation is conducted in pairs. 

The students only have 12-15mins to complete their presentation, and both people have to contribute equally as they are marked individually. As these topics are very broad and general, the student just has to take any small aspect of any of them and develop it. E.g. A student might analyse a newspaper advertisement of a government health warning against the dangers of tobacco. Encourage them to present newspaper articles, books, photos, recordings etc. to the class to make the presentation more animated. The objective is to link the presentation to the listening comprehensions already completed so, therefore, the students should be able to use some new vocabulary discovered in class!

It is also the responsibility of each pair to propose an interactive class activity after the presentation in order to have a student-led discussion. The last 10mins of class will be spent giving feedback to the students.

The presentation is worth 20points, 10 points for the presentation and 10 points for attendance, participation and contribution to the TPO class.

You and a partner can choose a topic that interests you and then do your presentation during the corresponding Speaking class.

Presentation Requirements:

Your presentation should include set-up, introduction, main section, and interactive activity.

DO:


· Speak clearly, make eye contact with your classmates.

· Use notecards to help you follow your plan/outline.

· Use the board for statistics, new vocabulary.

· Plan a different/interesting interactive activity for your classmates.

· Use interesting materials e.g. newspapers, photos, ads., recordings.

· Practice your presentation with your partner before class.

· Time your presentation. Use your time wisely.

DO NOT:

· Read your presentation!

· Stare out the window while your partner is speaking!
· Forget to plan a good, clear activity that everyone can participate in.
PRESENTATION SIGN-UP SHEET

WEEK


GROUP



TOPIC

w.3 Nov 8-12

________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.4 Nov 15-19
________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.5 Nov 22-26
________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.6 Nov 29-Dec 3
________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.7 Dec 6-10

________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.9 Jan 3-7

________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

w.10 Jan 10-14 
________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________




________________________
____________________

TPO Suggestions

Role Plays:

Divide up into pairs. You have 3-4 minutes to prepare one of the following role-plays. Be prepared to stand up in front of class! Try to make the role-play exciting.

1. Teacher/Student - One student plays the role of a rebellious student who has not completed homework exercises and is flagrantly disobedient in class. The other takes on the role of the teacher who has to react.

2. Parent/Teenager - One student plays the teenager who stays out all night and fails to come home until the following morning. He/She has to explain himself/herself to a parent who is demented with worry, and extremely angry.

3. Friend/Friend – The students play the part of two friends, one of whom has something very important/secretive to tell the other that he/she doesn’t want anybody else to find out. One must explain what this all-important secret is and the other must react to the information.

4. Landlord/Tenant – One student takes on the role of a nasty landlord/landlady who wants to raise the rent without warning, and without making any improvements to the apartment. The other student plays the tenant who does not want to move but refuses to pay more rent.

5. Tourist/Local – One student plays the part of a tourist who has just landed in France/Nice and cannot speak any French. He/She is looking for information on where to go, what to do, what to eat, what sites to see etc. The other plays the part of an English-speaking local who is only too glad to volunteer information.

6. Parent/Child – This is a telephone-based role-play, where one student plays the role of a teenager who has just spent a week in a new city/country, and is informing a concerned mother on how he/she has been faring in his/her adventures thus far.

7. Interviewer/Celebrity – One student plays the role of an interviewer, the other of a famous celebrity (the students can choose whoever they wish) who is asked questions about his/her work, lifestyle, the advantages and disadvantages of public life etc.

Constructing a Story:

The teacher begins the story with a sentence that ends on a particularly dramatic note and, in turn, around the class everybody will contribute the subsequent sentences. The story will gain its own momentum as each speaker gets his/her turn. 

Here are some suggestions for the opening sentence:

· It was a particularly cold, dark, wet evening in late November and I didn’t want to walk home alone. However, I was the last person to leave the library and I had no choice in the matter. A gust of wind banged the door shut behind me and I jumped nervously. I started walking quickly towards town when, all of a sudden I became aware of a  noise behind me …

· It was going to be the perfect party. I had everything prepared, the food, the drinks, the music, and had invited all my friends. While waiting for everyone to arrive, I went upstairs to get myself ready. I was just about to step into the shower when the phone rang …

· I woke up not knowing where I was or what time it was. It was really dark, and it took a few minutes for me to realize that I was at home in my own bed. Suddenly, however, I became aware of a weird smell and, jolting myself awake, I realized that it was smoke! The house was on fire …

· I was busy doing my homework in my bedroom one evening, when all of a sudden, the door was flung open and Mom burst into the room, brandishing a piece of paper in her hand. ‘I’ve done it’, she cried, ‘I’ve won a share of the National Lottery!’…

· There was no way out. I was caught in a terrible dilemma. I could go home, tell my parents, and face up to the consequences, or I could run away. However, I didn’t have any money and couldn’t think of anywhere to go…

The Adjective Game:

Divide the class into pairs or small teams of 3-4 people. Have a list of nouns for which you need suitably corresponding adjectives. Give the students 2mins to brainstorm and to come up with as many adjectives as possible. A marking scheme will give them greater incentive to think of more complicated adjectives. 

E.g.
 For adjectives of three letters, give 2points


 For adjectives of four letters, give 3points


 For adjectives of five letters, give 4points


 For adjectives of six or more letters, give 5points.

A note of the adjectives should be made on the board, which will help students to broaden their vocabulary. At the end of the game, the team with the most points wins, but hopefully everyone will have benefited from each other to some degree.

Here is a possible list of nouns:

· House –

· Man/Woman (physically) –

· Man/Woman (characteristically) –

· Politician –

· Mother –

· System –

· Animal –

· Book –

· Clothing –

· Country –

Emotional Moments:

 Complete the following sentences:

1. The happiest moment of my life was …

2. The saddest moment of my life was …

3. My most embarrassing experience was …

4. I felt extremely lucky when …

5. I became incredibly angry once because …

6. The most frustrating experience I have ever had was …

7. I felt incredibly alive when …

8. I once felt very lonely because …

9. I once felt very important because …

10. The craziest thing I ever experienced was …

11. I was really frightened once when …

12. I felt terribly disappointed when …

13. The funniest moment of my life so far was …

14. I was very nervous when …

15. The most unfortunate thing to ever happen to me was …

Guidelines/Directions:
Organise yourselves into pairs or small groups and pool together a list of suggested guidelines for some of the following possible situations:

1. Leaving for the airport 

2. At the airport

3. Getting ready for a party

4. Setting up house

5. Going to the beach

6. Preparing dinner

7. Getting up in the morning

8. Chatting somebody up

9. Spending the weekend

10. Learning to drive

Sentimental Possession:

Bring in any one thing next week that is of significant, symbolic or sentimental value to you. 

(a) Give a short description of the object

(b) Say why it is so important

Lexical Brainstorming:

This is a useful exercise around certain specific times of the year e.g. festivals such as Christmas, Easter, Halloween, or other specific events. The teacher writes the buzz word on the board and everyone tries to fill the space around it with suitable vocabulary.

Personality Game – 20 Questions:

One student comes to the top of the class and holds a piece of paper with the name of an internationally recognized celebrity. The objective of this game is to guess who the person is thinking about. The other students can ask, in turn, various questions to narrow down the possibilities, however, they can only ask questions that have yes/no answers. They have 20 questions to use up before the celebrity is revealed. As a post-game exercise, there could be a short discussion about this person and his/her contribution to public life. 

2LEA Listening Comprehension 2004-05 Semester 1  STUDENT SCRIPT

Week 1: Britain against the Euro. 

Pre-listening:

1. What is the unit of currency in the United Kingdom? 

Why do you think they do not use the Euro?

2. Match the following words to their appropriate meanings and think of one more synonym.

Expression 


Meaning 

       Synonym
To opt out: 


fervent


_________________

Keen: 


seclusion

_________________

Frolic: 


astute


_________________

Isolation: 


to decide against
_________________

Earnest: 


play


_________________

3. What do these expressions mean?

To take the plunge: 
To sit on the fence: 
First Listening:
Fill in the blanks in Tony Blair’s speech:

T.B. It is time to make the ___________ for Britain in Europe; to take on those who believe if we are __________ we must be anti-European; to ______ the false case that if Britain is a ___________ member of the European Union we’d lose our ________ as a nation. It would be a cruel_________ ​ of our own proper ___________ to cut ourselves adrift. 

Second Listening:

1. How do many British view Europe? 

2. For most people in Britain, what does ‘giving up the pound’ signify? 

3. What is the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown’s, view on joining the Euro? 

4. Fill in the blank expressions:

For five years his government’s stated Euro policy was, quote,‘______________’. This morning the anti-Euro tabloid The Sun suggested Blair now change his policy to ‘_________________’.

Post-listening:    

Get into groups of three. Discuss Europeans’ attitudes towards one another. What are the cultural stereotypes that manifest when you talk about Germany, Britain, Ireland, Belgium, Italy etc.? Now discuss Europe’s attitude towards the United States. What preconceptions or misconceptions do Europeans have about America?
2LEA Listening Comprehension  2004-05  Semester 1 STUDENT SCRIPT

Week 2:  Flesh and Fashion
Listening Activity 1: LISTEN, YOU WILL HEAR THE FIRST LISTENING TWICE. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Fill in the missing word, and then match up the words with their corresponding synonym. 

This week we’ve been reporting on changes in the (1)               industry. One question for any (2)                       is how much skin to leave (3)                   . For many years, young and not so young women have faced that same question. Some make fashion decisions by (4)                        the state of dress - or undress - of the stars, from Audrey Hepburn to Britney Spears. Karen Michel reports on a major (5)                   of fashion – what isn’t there.


Even when she wasn’t like a virgin but (6)                       was one, Britney Spears didn’t (7)                  much. Her boobs, back, midriff and whatever else was available looked available. And gazillions of teens and twenties with both taut and flabby (8)                 emulated the look. According to Harold Coda, curator in charge of the costume institute at the Metropolitan museum of Art, it’s because Britney wasn’t overtly (9)                        that the image worked. 


‘She at once projects a kind of (10)                           , accessible image, at the same time trying to struggle through to a kind of more (11)                            rock-style that necessarily has to flirt with more (12)                            and marginal issues. And she became the perfect vehicle for that because she is so all-American, that to transpose for example a (13)            (14)                      or a piercing on that kind of wholesome canvas, suddenly makes it accessible for a much broader spectrum of individuals’.

Fill in the blanks:

1 ____________________
2____________________

3____________________

4____________________

5____________________

6____________________

7____________________

8____________________

9____________________

10___________________

11___________________

12___________________

13___________________
14___________________


Match these synonyms with the words from the fill in the blanks section: 

a. skin/soft tissue  _____


 

b. creator/stylist _____

c. be dressed in/put on _____

d. style _____

e. moral, clean, honest _____

f. unsafe _____

g. stomach area _____

h. part/component _____

i. cheap/shabby _____

j. supposedly _____

k. to impersonate/ to copy _____

l. to cause reaction _____

m. uncovered/showing _____

n. nude/exposed _____

Listening Activity 2: 

MULTIPLE CHOICE (second half of the listening) TEACHERS PLAY THE SECOND LISTENING TWICE.


The girl interviewed in the mall is:
      a) named Pamela.

      b) is 24 years old.
      c) has rose coloured hair

      d) a & b are correct 

Pamela’s tank top is: 
      a) blue with red lines on it.

      b) very loose fitting.

      c) tight fitting against her body.

      d) she is not wearing a tank top at all.

Why does Pamela feel comfortable showing her stomach?

a) she likes getting attention from guys.

b) she has worked hard to get her body in shape.

c) she does not feel comfortable showing her stomach.

d) she doesn’t care what others think of her.

The second girl named Cindy is wearing:

a) a short skirt, t-shirt, and sport shoes.

b) a short skirt, tank top and flats.

c) a knee-length skirt, comfy tank top and sandals. 

d) a knee-length dress and sandals.

Was Cindy influenced by pop stars while growing up?

a) No, because she grew up in the 80’s.

b) Yes, because she loved Madonna and Janet Jackson. 

c) Yes, but only by their stage outfits.

d) She did not respond to this question in the interview.

“As the bard said…_____________________?”

a) ‘Women want to perform’

b) ‘1980’s is inspiration’

c)  ‘Hollywood is mini-skirts’

d) ‘All the World’s a Stage’ 

Post-listening activity: 
Discussion.
Here is a list of discussion questions related to the article. Take 3 minutes to look over the questions and prepare to answer orally in class.


· Explain the notion of ‘All the World’s a Stage’. Do you agree with this statement?

· Do you think fashion has really changed that much since the 1980’s? 

· If your 5 year old daughter wanted to dress like Brittany Spears would you let her? Why? Why not?

·  Do you think people have a ‘need’ to show their bodies by wearing provocative clothing? Or do you think they do it to attract members of the opposite sex?

· How do you feel about the ‘stereotypical’ supermodel figure these days? (Tall, thin, anorexic-types)?  

· Do you think our society is influenced by the fashion world? How? Give some          

      examples.

2LEA Listening Comprehension 2004-05 Semester 1   STUDENT SCRIPT              Week 3:  Margaret Thatcher Interview  

Pre-listening:

Name some famous women who were or are political figures: 
List other important female figures: 
First Listening:.

Fill in the blanks in the following clip of speech and working with a partner find a suitable synonym for each expression: 

M.T. Well, because there was no (1)___________ of it, I had to earn my own living, I had no possibility of any (2)_____________, it was not really until MPs were paid more that it became possible for me even to think of going into Parliament. Otherwise I’d just have been (3)_____________, passionately interested in it, always helping but never able even to (4)___________ … and I didn’t necessarily am… think it would be easy to find a constituency. That as you know came about by chance. So much of my life’s happened by (5)_______. I was keen on politics so I went to Conservative party (6)___________, representing the Oxford university graduates’ association. And one of my friends was sitting next to the Chairman of Dartford. And Dartford, in those days it was Dartford, E. and Crayford, a very big industrial seat, a very safe Labour seat, a man called Norman Dodds held it, a very nice man. And ah, my friend said to the Dartford Chairman, ‘Have you found a (7)_________ yet?’

(1)__________  __________

(5) __________  ___________

(2)__________
__________

(6) __________
  ___________

(3)__________
__________

(7) __________
  ___________

(4)________
_________

Second Listening:

1. Who did Margaret Thatcher represent at Conservative party conferences?

2. Where did she meet her husband? 

3. What two adjectives does she use to describe her husband? 

4. Why would she not leave her children to go to London midweek? (2 reasons)

5. Where, eventually, did she get her parliamentary seat? 

Post-listening:

Divide the class in half and organize a debate on Women in Politics. Make smaller groups within the two sides, and after 5mins preparation, allow each side in turn to make their points and rebuttals. Refer to the following questions: Have women politicians superior qualities to their male counterparts? (Compassion, organization, eloquence, better negotiating skills?) Or have they unsuitable qualities? (Emotional tendencies, bear grudges, divided loyalties of work/home). Write the points on the board as the argument develops.

2LEA Listening Comprehension 2004-05 Semester 1 
STUDENT SCRIPT      

Week 4: Human Error Blamed for Air Traffic Breakdown  

Pre-listening:

Make two columns on the board – old-fashioned / modern.

Into the two columns list as many different forms of communication and media as you can think of. 

First Listening:

State whether the following statements are True or False, and justify your answer in a few words:

1. Thousands of flights were grounded in Southern California as a result of the outage: 
2. During the outage, they could see the planes on the radar and could talk to the pilots: 

3. Planes arriving into Southern California were also delayed: 

4. The back-up radio communication system worked:

SecondListening:

1. Where did the communication’s failure take place? 

2. How long did the situation last? 

3. What did Marge McCullough learn? 

4. What is the F.A.A. now checking? 

5. What is the function of the new feature of the communication system? 
Post-listening:

Get into groups of four. Referring to the list on the board, discuss to what extent modern means of communication have replaced more traditional forms. Do we actually communicate less nowadays, though we have more effective methods? Take 3-4mins to come up with ideas, and then pool ideas together for an end of class discussion. 
2LEA Listening Comprehesion 2004-05  Semester 1  STUDENT SCRIPT

Week 5:  Irish Pubs enforce the Smoking Ban 

Pre-listening:

1. If something is ‘banned’, what does that mean? List some synonyms: 

2. What does the image of smoking/cigarettes evoke to you? 

First Listening: Rearrange the letters of the underlined words to make proper words.
1. The (1)kmssore are staging a smoke-in to (2)ttsorpe the 3-month-old smoking(3) nab.

2.  The (4)vntorgmeen has sent out health inspectors to (5)neecfro the ban, and has promised court (6)cation and fines.

3. Mr. Brogan states that his(7) hgcuo (8)ddeeevolp a week after the ban was (9)rouecidntd.

(1)_________________
(2)____________________
(3)___________________

(4)_________________
(5)____________________
(6)___________________

(7)_________________
(8)____________________
(9)___________________

Second listening:

1. What reasons does Mr. Brogan give for not wanting to step outside for a cigarette? 

2. What is the story of the old woman in a few sentences? 

3. How does Mr. Brogan explain how his cough developed? 

4. What will happen if he refuses to comply? 

5. What are his prospects for the future? 

6. Does he admit that smoking is harmful to the health of those in the pub? 

Post-listening:

1. Get into groups of 3 and come up with a list of the advantages and disadvantages of the introduction of the smoking ban in France. Would it be accepted? Would it work?

2. Are there other less dramatic ways of reducing the number of smokers? 
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Week 6:  Haiti fights to recover from tropical storm Jeanne 

Pre-listening:

Put the word WATER on the board and brainstorm the class for as many words or expressions of association as possible.
First Listening:

State whether the following are True or False and justify your answer. 

1. The death toll from tropical storm Jeanne is 600: 

2. Gary Philoctete works for a humanitarian organization:

3. 2% of Haiti is covered by forest: 

Second Listening:

1. State in a few short sentences some of the damage left behind by Jeanne. 

2. Why is the country incapable of absorbing heavy rain? 

3. What happens to all the rains that fall? 

4. Give 2 examples of how the Haitian population is living in very difficult conditions. 

Post-listening:

Divide into 4 groups to prepare the following role-play:

T.V. Interviewer/ Interviewee: Two groups prepare the part of the reporter whose job it is to visit Haiti and view the damage first hand. The other 2 groups are locals whose houses have been destroyed and whose families narrowly avoided disaster. Be prepared to come to the top of the class to act out your role-play
2LEA Listening Comprehension 2004-05 (Practice Exam-Semester 1) STUDENT 

Week 7: Britain rejects the Euro
Part I : True or False

Mark whether the following statements are True or False and give a justification for your answer.

1. Tony Blair is against adopting the Euro:

2. Britain rejecting the Euro was principally a political decision: 

3. The pound has served Britain well in the past years: 

4. Undesirable interest rates are a dangerous drawback if Britain accepts the Euro: 

5. The Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer do not share a common opinion regarding the Euro: 
Part II: Comprehension Questions

1. What is John Wilman’s profession and how does that make him knowledgeable with regard to Britain’s decision not to join the Euro? 

2. Why is general British public opinion against adopting the Euro? 

3. List 2 main benefits for adopting the Euro. 

4. How does Chancellor Gordon Brown feel about Britain’s current economic status? What is his opinion on adopting the Euro? 

Extra time post-Exam:

If there is time left over from the exam, you could discuss some of the language features of the article. E.g. the metaphors and colloquialisms of the expressions. 

Some examples: 

To ‘make clear’/ ‘dressed up’ in economics/ ‘weigh up the balance’/ ‘scrapping’ the pound/ ‘getting around’ that/ to ‘go in’ soon.
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Week 8: Western Tobacco Companies 
Pre-listening:

1.What does the word ‘exploitation’ mean?

1. Match the exploiter with the exploited:

MNCs e.g. Nike




natural resources of oil

Rich governments




young people

Wealthy drug lord




general public

Tobacco companies



Third World countries

Film and music production companies

smokers

Alcohol advertisements



drug addicts

Frozen sea-food distribution


poor workers

BP/ Shell/Exxon




natural fish resources; fishermen

Can you add to this list?

2. What is the main goal of the exploiter? 

First listening:

Fill in the blanks in the following speech:

G.H. Not least because in the past they behaved very ___________ in getting in there, so they _________ countries for example to put down _____________. The American government, indeed, in the past was _______ and they put pressure on developing countries. That has now stopped, thank heavens, but nonetheless, they are still phenomenally __________.  

Second listening:

Circle the correct answer in the following multiple-choice questions:

1. According to predictions, how many less cigarettes will be bought and smoked this year?

(a) 50m

(b) 500m
(c) 100m
(d) 500,000

2. How many cigarettes do Irish people currently buy each year?

(a) 4 billion
(b) 6 billion
(c) 7 billion
(d) 15billion

3. What percentage of the world’s population is considered to live in the developing world?

(a) 20%

(b) 30%
(c) 50%
(d) 80%

Third listening:

1.
Who is Professor Gerard Hastings? 

2.
The smoking ban will have an impact on what two groups? 
3. Where are tobacco companies now directing their marketing efforts? Give an example of such a place. 

Post-listening:
1. Do you find it unusual that Third World countries have a much higher percentage of smokers than first world countries? Why? Why not?

2. What can be done to stop such exploitation? 

3. Can exploitation ever really be curtailed? Humans being humans, is it possible to live in a completely honest world? 

2LEA Listening Comprehension 2004-05 Semester 1 STUDENT SCRIPT

Week 9: Roddy Doyle Interview
Pre-listening:

Play to the end of the Introduction.

1. What was Doyle’s previous profession? 

2. What is the story of ‘The Commitments’? 

3. Who is the narrator in ‘The Woman who Walked into Doors’? 

First Listening:

Circle the correct answer in the following multiple choice questions.

1. What prize did Doyle win for ‘Paddy Clarke, Ha, Ha, Ha’?

(a) The Pulitzer prize

(b) The Booker prize

(c) The Nobel prize for literature

(d) He didn’t win any award for this book

2. According to Doyle, ‘A Star called Henry’ is an old-fashioned book because

(a) It’s about long ago

(b) It has a traditional linear plot

(c) It’s written in an old manuscript

(d) It has no appeal for modern readers

3. What relation of Henry Smart does Doyle envisage Jimmy Rabbitt to be?

(a) Child

(b) Nephew

(c) Brother

(d) Grandchild

Second Listening:

1. In what way is the series ‘The Last Round Up’ considered to be a departure? 
2. Why did he write about pregnancy in ‘The Snapper’? 
3. Why would it have been impossible for Henry Smart to be at all the events? 
4. What was the name of the book that provided Doyle with a lot of information for his new book? 
Post-listening: 

Divide into pairs and discuss the following questions:

1. Do you like to read? If so, what do you normally find yourself reading?

2. Do you read fiction? Do you think a writer can really write about something that he/she has never experienced? Is there always an element of autobiography in fiction?
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Week 10: Fashion’s Back in the Black 
Pre-listening:

What do the following expressions mean:

-To have the blues: 
-To see red: 

-To be a green-eyed monster: 

-To be green:

-To become as white as a sheet: 

-To be tickled pink: 

First Listening:

Mark whether the following statements True or False. Justify your answer briefly.

· Black is the new colour of this season:
· Girls don’t wear black normally:
· Black is a popular colour for modern career women to wear:
· Black is a dirty colour: 

Second Listening:
1. List some of the colours that are in fashion this season. 

2. What does the little black dress signify? 

3. Why were darker styles from 1980s designers so popular? 

4. Why, according to Valerie Steel do so many women like wearing black nowadays? 

Post-listening:

How many fashion designers can you name? 
Is fashion an art-form? If so, how?

Would you consider these people to be artists therefore?

