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Feb 14-18

Marriage Proposal
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Feb 21-25

Angola Prison
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w.8 Apr 4-8
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Treasures of the Literary World

Reading is an out-dated past time
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Television has a negative impact on society




The rising popularity of Reality t.v.
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Superstars
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TPO Suggestions

Debating Topics:

1. Big businesses exploit young people through the media.

2. Any kind of public life is better than a life of complete anonymity.

3. Vegetarians have a healthier diet.

4. Nice is an over-rated tourist resort.

5. Music does not express reality.

6. Students have a wonderful life.

7. French is a dying language.

8. France is the best country in which to raise a family.

9. We spend too much money on worthless things.

10. Everybody should get married.

Roleplays:

1. Shopkeeper/Client: One student plays a fussy customer who is complaining about an item recently bought. The other student plays the shopkeeper.

2. Conductor/Traveller: One student plays the traveller who forgot to stamp his/her ticket before getting on the train. The other plays the conductor who has to deal with the situation.

3. Boy/Girl: One student plays a boy trying to chat up a girl at the disco, and the other is the unfortunate object of his affections.

4. Priest/Parishioner: One student plays the part of the priest who has to listen to the confession of a parishioner.

5. Salesperson/Customer: One student plays the part of a customer who has a very definite outfit in mind, and the other plays the part of the salesperson who desperately wants to sell something.

6. Interviewer/Celebrity: Pick any celebrity you want, one of you is the interviewer who wants to find out all about this famous person’s life, family, loves, secrets.

7. Old Person/Nurse: One student plays the part of an old person in hospital, and the other is the nurse who has to look after him/her.

8. Mother/Child: One student plays the part of a distraught mother out shopping and the other plays her small, persistent child who wants everything in sight.

9. Friend/Friend: The students play the part of two best friends, one of whom tells the other a secret that the other must react to.

10. Hairdresser/Gossip: One student plays the part of the hairdresser who’s bored and is dying to hear some news, the other plays the part of the local gossip who’s only too happy to fill her in.

2LEA Listening Comprehension 2004-05 Semester 2
STUDENT SCRIPT

Week 1:Marriage Proposal
Pre-Listening Activity

1. What does a marriage proposal mean to you?

2. Is marriage necessary for a long-term relationship to work?

3. Is romance still alive in today’s society?

4. What are some customs dealing with marriage proposals in different countries and cultures you can think of?

First Listening Activity: True/False

1. Joseph Philips proposed to his future wife on Valentine’s Day. 
2. Both Joseph and his wife found it to be a very memorable experience. During his proposal, Joseph gave his wife no drama, no romance, no professions of love, and no ring. 
3. His best buddy proposed to his girlfriend on New Year’s Day in Lake Wobegone. 
4. A great proposal will not guarantee a successful marriage. 
5. As Madonna would sing, “If I could turn back time,” Joseph would do nothing differently in his proposal. 
6. Joseph C. Philips is a journalist and commentator living in Las Vegas. 
Second Listening Activity: Fill in the Blanks

It was __________. I picked my wife, then ___________, up from her Brooklyn apartment and walked around the corner to have dinner at a new Italian restaurant. During ____________, I asked her what she was doing the following _________. ‘I have no idea’, she said, ‘why?’ ‘Well, I though we ____________, I responded. Thinking I was __________, she kicked me under the table. ‘Don’t do that’. ‘I am serious’, ______________, ‘I am asking you to marry me’. Well she smiled, and said ‘yes’, and ________________. No drama, no romance, no _______________ and longing, and no ring. There was _________________ put into the entire event. It was an ________________ from beginning to end, and my wife was right to be disappointed.

Post-Listening Activity

With a partner or in groups of 3, plan the perfect marriage proposal for Valentine’s Day 2005. What is romantic to you? How should someone propose to the person he or she loves? Plan and then discuss with the class.
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Week 2:Prison Life


· Activities:

This listening is about a man named Wilbert Rideau who is serving a life sentence for murder. 

Pre-Listening Activity: 
Brainstorm about “Prison” related words/ expressions. 

First Listening: 

Multiple Choice Questions:  Play the first half of the recording. (see transcript)

1) This type of sentences have become popular in the US


a) life natural

b) parole

c) criminal

d) natural life

2) Angola is 

a) known for its criminals

b) the nation’s largest maximum security prison
c) the nation’s largest prison for the elderly

d) the nation’s largest prison since the 1970’s

3) Wilbert Rideau is 

a) a murderer

b) a journalist

c) a bank robber

d) all of the above are correct

4) What is the name of the prison magazine?

a) The Anolfile

b) The Angolite 

c) The Angola Journal 

d) The Angola

5)  In which year was Angola named the worst prison in the US?

a) 1950s
b) 1956

c) 1955
d) 1970s 

Second Listening: 

Short answer questions. 

1) Why have the elderly become the fastest growing segment of the prison population?


2)  What is Wilbet’s job in Prison? And how long has he been doing it?
 
3) Why doesn’t Angola look like a typical prison?


4) What novel idea did Louisiana politicians come up with? 
 

5) How many men are serving a life sentence at Angola today? And how long have they been in jail?



Post-Listening Discussion: 
In pairs discuss your opinion of the following topics:
1) Prisoners having a right for parole…do you agree? Disagree? Why?
2) Prisoners getting paid for writing books/magazines? Should they be paid? Why?

3) Do you agree with the “Natural Life” sentence? 

4) Can someone (a prisoner) change after 20-30 years in jail? Why? Why not?
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Week 3:  A Genuine World Language
Prelistening:

What stereotypes do the following languages evoke in you?

French

Italian

German
Chinese
Japanese
Russian

Creole

English
Belgian French


First Listening:

Work on your numbers! Complete the following sentences writing the number and its written expression beside it. E.g. 10 =ten

1. ___________ years ago nobody was making any predictions at all about English.

2. The UN was created with _____________ member states and nowadays has about ____________________________ member states.

3. Who was talking about English as a global language at the end of the ____________________ century?

4. In the last ________________, ________________ years the Internet has become very important for the spread of English.

Second Listening: 

True or False: Mark whether the following expressions are True (T) or False (F), and justify your answer if the answer is false.

1. Fifty years ago, countries were in regular communication with each other.

T. F. ____________________________________________________________

2. English is recognized as a first or second or significant foreign language by half of the world’s population.

T. F. ____________________________________________________________

3. Native speakers were always very interested in speculating on English as a global language.

T. F. _____________________________________________________________ 

4. In the past, the Internet was very important for the spreading of English.

T. F. ______________________________________________________________

Third Listening:

Answer the following questions:

1. What is the name of Prof. David Cystal’s book?

2. How does he compare the fate of Latin to the fate of English?

3. In the 19th century, how were people suggesting that the popularity English would be driven around the world?

4. What were the Germans and the Swiss in Europe trying to estimate?

5. What preceded the Internet as a means of spreading and adopting English?

Post Listening:

How do you view the place of English and the place of French on the world stage?

Do you think the French language is dying?

Is English a nice language or is it popular only because it’s important?
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Week 4: St. Patrick
Pre-listening:

Identify the following symbols of Ireland. What stereotypes do they evoke?

First Listening:

Work on your numbers! Answer the following questions.

1. For how many years have parades been taking place in New York?

2. St. Patrick dated from which century?

3. When is St. Patrick’s day celebrated?

Write your answers in written expression here:

1. ___________________________________

2. ___________________________________

3. ___________________________________

Second Listening:

True or False: Circle whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F) and justify your answer if the answer is false.

1. People dye the alcohol for this celebration.

T. F. ____________________________________________________________

2. St. Patrick emerged from Manhattan and was very famous there.

T. F. ____________________________________________________________

3. St. Patrick is even more popular than Santa Clause.

T. F. ____________________________________________________________

4. St. Patrick brought religion to Ireland.

T. F. ____________________________________________________________ 

5. The pilgrimage was at the top of a mountain in Ireland.

T. F. ____________________________________________________________

Third Listening:

Unravel the following anagrams and fill in the blanks:

Dptoade;
iiosnntaalm;

veunae;
suoicru;
cnoi;
nlgeed;


Ngiwsilr;
lvrreeesl;

And it’s hard not to feel a bit Irish when you stand on Fifth (1)_______ in NY on March 17th, with that heavy mix of (2)______________, pageantry, and Guinness (3)__________ around you.  But how many of the (4)____________ know exactly what they are supposed to be celebrating? What (5)________ mix of luck, (6)________ and legitimacy means that a particular saint gets (7)__________  as a national (8)______ and is loaded with all the symbolism and meaning that goes with the job?

Can you think of corresponding synonyms for the above words?
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Week 5: Interview with Stephen Daldry

Pre-listening Activity

· In teams, come up with as many items of vocabulary as you can on the theme of cinema.

· This could be film genres, the titles of people involved in making a film, verbs to do with filmmaking, vocabulary related to film releases in the cinema…

· You will only get points for vocabulary that no other team has thought of…

First listening - Fill in the grid about the film being discussed:

	Name of film
	The Hours

	Director
	

	Adapted from a novel by
	

	
	

	Year the first story is set
	

	Main actress
	

	Her character
	

	Location
	

	What she’s doing
	

	
	

	Year the second story is set
	

	Main actress
	

	Her character
	

	Location
	

	What she’s doing
	

	
	

	Year the third story is set
	

	Main actress
	

	Her character
	

	Location
	

	What she’s doing
	


Second Listening – T/F? Justify your answer

1. Billy Elliot has a more straightforward storyline than The Hours.

______________________________________________________

2. The interviewer mentions three recurring images in The Hours.

______________________________________________________

3. The film was shot in chronological order of its scenes.

______________________________________________________

4. The interviewer thinks directors often rely on the editing process.

_______________________________________________________

5. The director made choices about the way the film fit together during the filming.

___________________________________________________________________

6. The director’s cut and deleted scenes can be found on the DVD.

_______________________________________________________

7. People thought a film about Virginia Woolf would appeal to Americans.

_________________________________________________________

8. Daldry likes having his films previewed.

Post-listening – Films and narratives

· What films can you think of where the narrative is not linear? How would you define their narratives? Do you think this makes a film more interesting, or just harder to understand?

· Take one of the films you thought of and see if you can tell the story to your partner – once in the order you see it in the film, and then again in chronological order.
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Week 6: Teenagers
Pre-Listening Activity
1.In groups of two or three, discuss the differences between child-rearing now and when your parents were young. How have lifestyles changed? Would your grandmother and grandfather act in the same manner as your mother and father in similar situations dealing with their children? Give some examples of situations in the home to support your answers.

2. Does the term latchkey kid mean anything to you? Have any of you come home with your parents still at work? What do you think about this?

3. As a parent yourself one day, do you feel it necessary for at least one parent to stay home with the children through their teenage years?

First Listening Activity: Fill in the Blanks

Now, all of the 1.__________parties seem suddenly to have 2. _________ on to the question of child care, recognizing that a significant number of parents will go back to work when their children are young. But any 3.___________ parent will tell you the problems 4.______________ when the children go to school. In fact, small kids are relatively easy to care for, compared with teenagers who need rather more than the occasional 5._____________, story and cuddle. Do we neglect the needs of teenagers in the relief when they can get themselves to and from school and 6._____________ into the house? Well, Philip Graham, is a 7.____________________ and the author of The End of 8._____________, Annabel MacLeod is 18 and she’s just started at university, and Mary MacLeod (no relation) is 9.________________ of the National Family and Parenting Institute. Do they need, Mary, as much time and attention as a 10.___________________? 

Second Listening Activity: Short Answer Questions

1.What will any experienced parent tell you? 

2. Who is Philip Graham and of what is he the author? 


3. What kind of different time do young people need as opposed to toddlers? 

4. How will parents reap awards? 

5. What kind of engagement does there need to be when the teenager gets home? 
6. When is it essential for parents to be there? 

7. When is having support at home absolutely critical? 

Post-Listening Activity: How do you know if you’re wanted?

Make a list of things parents can and should do to make sure their children know they are wanted and loved. What are some things that parents do that can really hurt their children without even knowing it? As a parent, what are the things will feel would be necessary to teach your children?

2LEA Listening Comprehension 2004-05 Semester 2
STUDENT SCRIPT
Week 7: John B. Keane

Pre-listening:

Link the following words:

Playwright:
Race for the White House

Musician:
John Keats

Poet:

Robbie Williams

Tribute:
William Shakespeare

Confidante:
In Memory of my Mother
Election:
Friend

First Listening:

Fill in the blanks in the following passage. Then replace the words with synonyms.

That you might never see hell, (1)_______ or the poorhouse,


That your hens might never lay out,


That your goat might never miss the puck,


That the outside leaves of your (2)___________ 


Might never be (3)___________ by wicked February (4)__________,


That the back wheels of your bicycle 

Might (5)___________ mud I the faces of your enemies,

That your daughter might never be the victim

Of a randy commercial (6)_____________ from West Limerick,

The same man selling brown and black shoelaces 

With an (7)_____________ and a plausibility second to none,

And if, perchance, you ever walk by the banks of the Feale, 

May you taste and remember the peace of God, 

Which there is always beautiful and (8)______. God bless ya all.

(1)___________

(2)_____________
(3)_____________
(4)_______________

(5)___________

(6)_____________
(7)_____________
(8)_______________

Second Listening:Answer the following questions:
1. List some of the people who went to the tribute in the National Museum (3ans).
2. What reasons does the politician Jimmy Denihan give for being so close to John B.?
3. By how many Euro is the Listowel Literary Centre in debt?
4. Complete John B.’s sentence: Listen boy, I want you to write the book now because bones ___________________ and dust _________________.
5. What have the last couple of years been like for his wife?
Post-listening:

Think for a moment with your partner about who you would like to pay a tribute to. The person can be famous or not so famous, can be an author, poet, musician, singer etc. Be able to say why you want to pay tribute to them and decide how you would like to do it.
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 Week 8: Frasier Finale
Pre-listening – Odd One Out

1 a) sitcom, b) soap opera, c) episode, d) documentary

2 a) satisfying, b) fulfilling, c) gratifying, d) surprising

3 a) room-mate, b) life partner, c) soulmate, d) other half

4 a) black comedy, b) visual slapstick, c) character-based humour, d) melodrama

5 a) conclusion, b) finale, c) closure, d) launch

6 a) to cherish, b) to treasure, c) to prize, d) to estimate

First listening – Multiple Choice
1.
Which of the following best sums up the reporter’s initial description of the Frasier finale?

a) Predictable but pleasing

b)
Unpredictable and gratifying

c) Classy but disappointing

d)It delivered what he expected

2. Which of the following elements were not present in the final episode?

a)
A death

b)
A wedding

c)
A birth

d)
A romance

3. How long has Kelsey Grammer been playing his character from Frasier?

a)
5 years

b)
10 years

c)
12 years
d)
25 years

4. What comparison does the reporter make between Frasier and Joey?

a)
They are based on a similar idea but Joey is more stylish.

b)
They are based on a similar idea but Frasier is more stylish.

c) 
They are based on different ideas and Joey is more stylish.

d)
They are based on different ideas and Frasier is more stylish.

5. In which order did Frasier live in these three cities?

a)
San Francisco, Seattle, Boston

b)
Boston, Seattle, San Francisco

c)
Boston, San Francisco, Seattle

d)
Seattle, San Francisco, Boston

6. The reporter says that at the start of the series, Frasier saw his father as:

a)
an annoyance.

b)
a source of comedy.

c)
a travelling partner.

d)
worthy of respect.
7. Which of these shows does the reporter say has not yet had its finale?

a)
Frasier

b)
Fear Factor

c)
The Apprentice

d)
Survivor

Second listening – Fill in the blanks and find a synonym/paraphrase.

1. …the other expected element of the final episode was left _______________________.
2.…the actor first played the _______Frasier Crane…

3. The guests in the finale were _____________.
4. Frasier decided to __________ a job offer.

5. …but also set up a very ____________ conclusion to the evolving relationship… 

6. In a year when reality is _____________ more and more TV space… 

7. …as The Apprentice and Survivor, we may ___________________ who wins…

Post listening – Discuss with your partner.

· What TV shows are you a fan of? What is it about your favourite series that you love? Or, what is it you don’t like about series like this?

· Why do you think the finales of series like Sex and the City and Friends got people so upset?

· Is there hope for spin-offs like Joey to be as successful as their predecessors?
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Week 9:
New World Symphony Orchestra

Pre-Listening:

Find and circle the correct synonym for each of the following words:

Refuge:

barn

shelter


refusal


protection

Penthouse:
flat

two-storey house
semi-detached house

luxury apartment

Decked out:
on a boat
drowning

dressed up

in disguise

Mingling:
socializing
looking after

fighting


losing

Fellows:

guys

bosses


managers

members

In the spotlight:
sunburned
suntanned

on stage

centre of attention

First Listening:Language Difficulties.

1. Correct the error in the following sentence:

‘I think it’s very nervous for me to hear myself on the speaker’.

2.What difficulties do Spaniards have in pronouncing the word ‘world’?

3.Why do Asian people have difficulty with the same word?

Second Listening: The Party. Fill in the blanks.

1. He gets called to an event like this one, in the penthouse suite of a ___________________________________

2. The musicians have been decked out in ___________________________for the evening.
3. There’s a ___________________ view of the ocean, hot pink roses everywhere, and ______________mingling with the guests.
4. It’s a _____________________for friends of the orchestra, and each musician is playing the role of celebrity __________________, __________________and _____________________.

Third Listening: Answer the following questions.

1. In what way is the New World Orchestra a refuge for these musicians? (4 points)

.______________________________________________________________________

2. How many times has Jung spoken into a microphone?

____________________________________________________________________
3. Why do these musicians need speaking skills in English?

____________________________________________________________________

4. How long does this party go on for and how much time do the musicians actually spend playing music?

_____________________________________________________________________

5. Why is Vanessa not comfortable with her social role? 

_____________________________________________________________________
Post-Listening:

1.Does music play an important part in your life? Who is your favourite artist? Your favourite group?
2.Would you feel comfortable speaking English into a microphone in a social setting? Why? Why not?
3.What are the main difficulties that arise when you speak English?
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Week 10:  Stephen Spielberg Interview  

Pre-listening:   

Find synonyms for the following words:

Terrify:




Mythological:



Premise: 



Concept:



Dismayed:



Commercial:



Extension:


First Listening:

State whether the following statements are true or false, and justify your answer:

1. Spielberg considers ‘Gremlins’ to be a scary movie.

___________________________________________________________________

2. The young writer Chris Columbus is a descendant of the explorer Christopher Columbus.

____________________________________________________________________

3. Making movies is a profitable business.

____________________________________________________________________

4. Spielberg is a commercial movie-director. 

____________________________________________________________________
5. If he doesn’t merchandise commercial movies, nobody will do it.

____________________________________________________________________
Second Listening:

1. Describe the gremlins in a few short sentences. 

2. Where did the word ‘gremlins’ originate?

3.  Why was the interviewer dismayed to read in the papers that there are going to be gremlin models? 

4. What, according to Spielberg, is the motivation behind making a movie? 

5. If Spielberg wasn’t a movie director, what other two careers could he see himself having? 

Post-Listening:

(There may not be much time left at the end of this class) Get the students into pairs or groups of three and discuss to what extent you are influenced by the movies. How often do you go? What kind of film do you generally go to see? What is your favourite movie? 
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Week 11: Wilde’s Prison Writing

Pre-Listening:Match the following expressions with their corresponding synonyms

Occurred:
Cry, sob

Frankness:
Falling, Tripping

Chasm:
Clean, Purify, rejuvenate

Stumbling:
Wealth, abundance

To weep:
Happened

Opulance:
Truth, honesty, directness

Cleanse:
Gap, void

First Listening: Answer the following questions

1. How many times in Wilde’s life was he tried and when were these different occasions?

____________________________________________________________
2. What was the chasm that lay between Wilde and Bosie in the past? 

____________________________________________________________
3. What chasm lies between them now?

____________________________________________________________
4. Why does Wilde ask Bosie not to write on both sides of very thin paper? 
____________________________________________________________
5. List some things which Wilde asks Bosie to include in his letter to him.

_____________________________________________________________

6. Who does Wilde have to make look differently on his past?
__________________________________________________________

7. Why does Wilde say the Bosie came to learn from him?
_____________________________________________________________

Second Listening: Fill in the blanks in the following sentences

1. There is no prison in the world into which Love ________ _________ ___ ________________.

2. Don’t write what you don’t mean: that is all. If anything in your letter is ______ or ______________ I shall detect it by the ring at once.
3. Remember also that I have yet to know you. Perhaps __ _____ _____ ___ ______ ______ __________.
4. How far I am from away from the true temper of soul, this letter in its _____________ __________ __________, its scorn and bitterness, it’s ______________ and its failure to realise those aspirations, shows you quite clearly. 
5. And incomplete, ______________ as I am, yet from me you may still have much to ______.
Post-Listening:

Are you familiar with any of the works of Oscar Wilde? Have you read The Picture of Dorian Gray? If so, what do you think of it?
