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Semester 1, Fall 2004
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SYLLABUS

Full Group Hour

Extra Hour
Week 1
October 21

Introduction 
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 2 
October 28

___________________
Individual meetings
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 3
November 4

___________________
Individual meetings
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 4
November 11 
National Holiday – No Classes Today

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………



2 Portfolio Options Due!
Week 5
November 18

___________________
Individual meetings
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 6
November 25

___________________
Open
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 7 
December 2
 
___________________
1-on-1 presentations
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 8 
December 9

___________________
1-on-1 presentations
………………………………………………………………………………………………



2 Portfolio Options Due!
Week 9 
December 16

___________________
1-on-1 presentations
………………………………………………………………………………………………

HOLIDAY BREAK   Enjoy your two weeks off from classes!                            

………………………………………………………………………………………………



Final Portfolio Option Due!
Week 10
January 6

___________________
1-on-1 presentations
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 11
January 13

Oral Exam Speed Dating   
………………………………………………………………………………………………

What are the Goals of 3LCE TPO?

3LCE students are expected to have a high degree of proficiency in English, yet may have difficulty communicating outside of a literary or academic setting.  This course is designed to help students:
1. improve both comprehension and oral expression 
2. reflect on their own proficiency and performance in interactive communications
3. assess their language learning development/progression throughout the course.
What are the requirements for students?
· Group Work:  Students will come to 11 group classes and participate in various activities designed for everyone to communicate with each other in English.  

· Individual Work:  Students will meet twice one-on-one with their lecteur in an extra time slot for 3LCE TPO:

1. 1st meeting – lecteurs evaluate the student’s spoken expression and give immediate feedback and constructive assistance. (see below) 

2. 2nd meeting – students present one completed portfolio option directly to their lecteur (see the next page for details regarding Presentations).

· Portfolios:  Students will complete a Listening/Speaking Portfolio with 5 Options submitted on the listed due dates and bring this portfolio with them to the Oral Exam.  See Pages 3-5 for all details regarding Portfolios.
How are students evaluated?
· Oral Exam – at the end of the semester students will sit for an oral exam for which they must have a completed portfolio to present to the Jury examiners.  This has a value of 30 points.

· TPO – Students will receive a mark for their one-on-one presentation, and will be evaluated on their participation and attendance in group classes.  Portfolio options also count towards the final grade.  Total TPO grade = 10 points.
What happens in the first One-on-One meeting with Lecteurs?

This first meeting will be a chance for your lecteur to help you identify your strengths and weaknesses when speaking in English.  Come prepared to discuss any questions, comments; or suggestions you have about this course; this includes Group Activities, Portfolio requirements, etc.  Most importantly, share with your lecteur what you might be interested in choosing for Portfolio Options and ensure that you are on the right track with your ideas.

· Lecteurs will give you informal feedback at the end of this session about your spoken expression in the categories of Pronunciation, Grammar/Vocabulary, and Communication.
· Lecteurs will want YOUR feedback about what you specifically would like get out of the class and any particular group activities that appeal to you from the list! 

What is a One-on-One Presentation?

Students will choose one Portfolio Option which they have completed and prepare a 10 minute presentation for their lecteur.  3LCE students should know what lecteurs want to see in a presentation = NOT an exposé!    Here are some Do’s and Don’ts as reminders:

DO:

· Make sure there are 3 distincts parts to your presentation – Intro, Main Body, Conclusion.

· Make some outlined notes for yourself and bring along any appropriate audio/visual aides.

· Be organized, prepared and on-time.  It will help you relax and perform better!

· Speak clearly and make eye contact with your lecteur. 

· Be prepared to answer questions from your lecteur once you have given your conclusion.

DO NOT:

· Read your presentation – You are allowed outlined notes only.

· Speak too quickly.  Bring a watch if you need to.  Time yourself when you practice. 
· Try to cover too much information – you only have 10 minutes – practice for someone.

Remember this presentation is your opportunity to show your lecteur your command of English as well as how well you completed your chosen Portfolio Option!
3LCE Listening/Speaking Portfolio

 

The Portfolio encourages students to engage in a variety of listening and speaking activities in English outside class time. Five (5) segments are to be submitted at three dates throughout the semester.  Feedback will be given at each stage to aid and improve students’ language development and acquisition.

Completion of the Portfolio is mandatory for the end-of-semester Oral Exam. 

 

Goals: The Portfolio affords students the opportunity

4. to participate in a variety of English language listening and speaking contexts 
5. to improve both comprehension and oral expression 
6. to allows students to reflect on their own proficiency and performance 
7. to assess their language learning development and progression over both semesters. 
You will choose one option to present one-on-one to your lecteur duringthe 2nd half of the semester.

DUE DATES for Portfolio Submissions:

Thursday November 18 – 2 options due to your lecteur
Thursday December 16 – 2 options due

Thursday January 6 – 1 final option due

Formatting your Listening/Speaking Portfolio

The portfolio is an exercise centered on listening and speaking activities.  Therefore your written document should contain only information as outlined in each Option description – remember that the portfolio functions primarily and solely as a written record of each of your listening/speaking experiences.   Here are guidelines to follow when preparing your portfolio:
Portfolio Guidelines
1. DO type your portfolio!  No handwritten work will be accepted.

2. Do NOT include pictures, unnecessary background information, nor plagarized or copied material from the internet – your lecteur can tell what is your work and what isn’t!   

3. DO include a cover page with your name, year, group, the name of your lecteur/lectrice and a table of contents. The table of contents should clearly state the Option #  and the precise topic/subject matter of each of the five options! 
4. Do NOT reuse/redo previous years’ portfolio options – this is noticeable to all lecteurs who will be currently reading and assessing  1LCE/2LCE portfolios as well. 
5. DO keep a copy of the portfolio for yourself to bring to the oral exam. 
6. DO proofread your submissions before giving them to your lecteur;  significantly poor grammar and numerous typing mistakes will affect your final mark.
7. DO NOT exceed the maximum page limits listed for each Option.
8. DO submit your options on the above due dates to your lecteur.  Lecteurs have the right to refuse late submissions.
Listening/Speaking Options - CHOOSE ANY 5 FROM THIS LIST:

 
1.  Interview/discussion with a native speaker
As you may have done in 2LCE, conduct and record a discussion on a subject of your own choosing with a native English speaker.  You might consider preparing a list of questions in advance to guide you.  For 3LCE, the new element is that you must play back the recording to your interviewee and discuss both of your “performances” from both perspectives of  language and content. Choose a 2 minute section of your conversation and transcribe it.   For your written portfolio, provide your transcription and a written summary of you and your participants thoughts and reflections on the recording and the experience in general.  You could include your thoughts on the native speaker’s accent and any unusual expressions/vocab you might have learned.   Page Limit: 3-4 (2 max for transcription, 1-2 for your summary).
  
2.    Classroom Observation
Observe an English lesson in a primary school, collège, or lycée.  Take along the Observation Form included on pages 6-7 in this packet to help you record information and do a comprehensive observation.  For your written portfolio:  Go to the Oral English Website and download the 3LCE Portfolio Observation Report so you can type up your comments and print it out.  Page Limit: 2 (Observation Report)

3. DVD with commentary

View an English language DVD that also has a special feature with the director’s and/or actors’ comments.   After watching the film, watch the commentary and choose any 1 ½ to 2 minute section you find interesting to transcribe.   Using these comments, reflect and write up your own analysis and evaluation of this film’s success, impact etc. according to your personal opinion.  If you need some ideas, how about:  Do you agree with the opinions of the director/actor?  Why?  How do their comments affect what you may think/observe about the film?  Were you surprised by anything they said?  What did you find most interesting about their comments?   For your written portfolio, provide your transcription as well as your analysis.  Page Limit: 3-4 (2 max for transcription, 1-2 for your analysis).
4. Poetry
Listen to an on-line or taped recording of a poem by a native english speaker.  (The poem ought to be an appropriate length – not epic, but longer than a haiku!)   Next, listen to an on-line interview/commentary by/with the author, either about the poem specifically or this author’s poetry/work in general.  Choose an interesting 1 minute section of this recording to transcribe.   For your written portfolio:  Provide your lecteur with a copy of the poem, your transcript, and your reaction.  For your reaction, you might consider any, but not all, of the following questions:  What do you like/dislike about this poem?  Why did you choose it?  What do you like/dislike about this author’s style?  What specifically did the author have to say about their work?  How did listening to the author’s comments change or help your understanding of the poetry?  Was the author’s accent easy to comprehend?  Did you have any struggles when listening to it?  What new vocabulary or expressions did you learn?  Page Limit: 2 for Reaction, + transcript + poem.
 

5.    English Society Social Event

In conjunction with any of the Lecteurs, you can help to organise something for the English Society!  For one specific event, you can be involved behind the scenes!  From an original idea to publicizing, making some posters, announcing it to your classmates, recruiting participants, gathering any necessary supplies or negotiating for a location, you will be more than just a participant!  For your written portfolio: Write a report of this event, what happened, when/where held, who attended, how it was organised etc.  Give your own evaluation of  the event’s success.  What did your classmates think of it?  What did you find fun about it?  What did your find fustrating? What would you do differently if you were to organize an event like this again?  If appropriate, only include in your portfolio any materials that YOU created for this event.   Page Limit: 2 + any materials if appropriate
6.     Tape Journal/Sound Portrait 
You have two variations for this option:  (1) Tape Journal: Carry a recorder and make a “live” recording in English of anything in your life – perhaps a day at the Fac, a special event you attend, or maybe a typical weekend for you.   In English, record descriptions and impressions of what you are doing and seeing. Example: remember 2LCE comp and Ghetto kids?  Or (2) Sound Portrait: Do you know an extraordinary individual you could talk about?  Interview this person, in your native language/French if necessary, then in English record a 3-4 minute portrait of this person.  What makes them so striking?  For your written portfolio: Journal: Give a detailed chronology of events and your reactions to the experience.  Portrait: Summarize your sound portrait.  Both: Give your reactions to making this recording/listening to it! Give your lecteur the recording.    Page Limit: 2.
7. Drama Club

Become a member of the English Society Drama Club!  Attend Drama Club and participate in at least one performance/production which may be staged during the semester.  You must attend a majority of Drama Club meetings.  For your written portfolio:  Write up a report of this experience, detailing both the duties/activities you carried out and your personal evaluation of this experience.  What did you enjoy about this experience?  What felt comfortable/uncomfortable about doing theatre in a foreign language?  Note:  Students can submit this option as their 5th and final option on January 6th so that they can have the whole semester to partipate in the Club.    Page Limit:  2   
TPO Class Descriptions  - classes are linked to correspondingly numbered Portfolio option:

Option 1:  Interview Show’n’Tell

In this class, students will bring in any recording they have of interviews, discussions, & interactions with native English speakers.  Together the class will listen to sections of these tapes and discuss.  Possible topics to discuss: accents, pronunciation mistakes by the non-native speakers, things the listener cannot catch on the tape, new vocabulary or expressions, idioms, and finally, content!  This class will be in an audio lab for better listening quality.

Option 2:  Observation Forum

In this class, any students who have gone and done observations will be invited to share that experience with the rest of the class.  Also, lecteurs will show a video of a foreign language teacher actually teaching a class.  Examples of things to talk about: What teaching strategies are in place?  What strategies seemed to work?  Were there any discipline issues to handle?   
Option 3:  The Return of Mrs. Robinson!

In this class, students will watch a special feature including interviews with actors, the writer, and producer of “The Graduate”, a film which was part of the 2LCE curriculum last year.  They will discuss their opinions about the comments in the interviews and how they affect their own perceptions of the film.  A guideline of discussion questions/topics is provided.

Option 4:  Poets in Person

This class centers around students listening to interviews with well-known poets discussing their poetry.  They will also hear recordings of the poems, often the poets themselves reading their own work.  Discussion will focus on reacting to the content of the poems themselves as well as their creators’ commentary.   This class will take place in the Multimedia Lab.

Option 5: 3LCE in Charge!

I am the English Society!  In this class, students will break up into groups and be given class time to make up any kind of activity for any kind of English Society event, large or small.  They’ll create an outline for the activity/event.  Each group can share their project with the rest of the class at the end of hour.  Things each group might consider:  What is the goal?  What materials would be required?  How would it be publicized/marketed?  What would be needed in advance?  Would it cost any money?  What kind of problems might be pop up?   

Option 6:  Tape Journal/Sound Portrait

In the multi-media lab, students will go on-line to pre-selected sites and listen to recorded journals/sound portraits.  Students then re-tell what they heard to a partner or the whole class.  Any really keen students can also record their impressions right then and there using “CreativeWave” on the computers in the lab.  Lecteurs can then listen to these recordings and give students some immediate feedback – Hi-Tech!
Option 7:  Love’s Labours’ Lost
One week prior, lecteurs will give students copies of various scenes from Shakespeare’s “Loves Labours’ Lost”.  Students will familiarize themselves with their role(s), and perform the scenes in this class.  Lecteurs will also ask students to improvise and perform the scene a 2nd time using colloquial English but keeping the same meaning.  Finally, students will watch a video of a recent version of the film focusing on the scenes which they performed, and can discuss the differences in the performances.  

3LCE Classroom OBSERVATION Form

Your name: _____________________


3LCE Group _________________

Name of school observed:  _______________________
Age level of students:  _________

Type of school:  Ecole Primaire   Collège  Lycèe  Fac  Other

Location:  _____________________________

# of male students:  ___________

Name of Teacher: _______________________

# of female students:  __________

Native Language of Teacher:  ______________

Language being taught: _________

Class start time: _____________



Class stop time:  _____________

Topic(s) of lesson: ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Materials used by students; by teacher: ___________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________
Record the lesson as it proceeds.  Describe what the teacher is doing/saying (and in which language) and what the students are doing/saying. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Can you identify one technique you observed which you would use with your own students someday? __________________________________________________________________________

Observation Form continued, Page 2

Which, if any, of the following did you observe?  If observed, give brief example: 
___1. Review of previous learning 
___2. Demonstration 
___3. Use of visuals (pictures, newspapers, graphs, maps, etc.) or real life objects 
___4. Identification and definition of key vocabulary 

___5. Repetition or rephrasing of information 

___6. Use of small groups/pairs or cooperative learning 

___7. Use of hands-on activities 

___8. a) Use of language skills: _____listening    _____speaking    _____reading    ____writing 

___ b) Inclusion of cultural topics 
___ c) Inclusion of subject content (using language to discuss something than just language!)
  
___9. Simplification or explanation of texts or readings 
  

___ 10. Use of error correction/immediate feedback to students 
  

___11. Use of a variety of questions (yes/no; basic information and more complex questions which require stduents to analyze, hypothesize, generalize, predict, evaluate, etc.) 
  

___12. Correlation of information to students' own experiences 
  

___13. Classroom management techniques (discipline issues, student quarrels, insolence)
  
___14. Summarization/closure by the teacher at the end of the classtime 
  

Source:     http://www4.ncsu.edu/%7Enavey/eci423/423obevalfles.html
Option 3:  The Return of Mrs. Robinson!

Worksheet for In-Class discussion

During this group class, you will watch a special feature on the DVD of The Graduate.  Using some of the ideas from the questions below, be prepared to share your opinion!
“THE GRADUATE at 25” – discussion questions/topics from DVD Special Feature

Specific questions related to the interviews in the special feature:

1. What do you think the old lady with the cane meant when she told Dustin Hoffman, in 1968, “It will never be the same for you again!”  

2. Buck Henry talks about the trouble they had casting the actors – for Ben he says they envisioned a “blond surfboard” like Robert Redford, not Hoffman. Can you imagine what might have been different if Redford had been cast, or someone other than Hoffman?  What about the Ben character would change?  For better or worse?

3. Lawrence Turman discusses the sexual tension in the first scene between Mrs. Robinson and Ben when he drives her home and she is sitting at the bar.  He says it is funny and serious.  Do you agree/disagree?  What is funny?  What makes it serious?

4. Do you believe that one of the important themes of this film is the powerful love story between Ben and Elaine, like Buck Henry the screenwriter says?  It is believable that Ben would fall in love with Elaine so quickly when he doesn’t really know her?

5. In the “rainy” scene when Ben tells Elaine that he has slept with her mother, Katherine Ross says she always felt guilty because the director wanted her to cry, and she couldn’t.  Instead she screams “GET OUT!”  Do you think it changes how we see the Elaine character?  What do you think of the Elaine character?  

6. In the scene where Ben takes a room at the Taft Hotel, Hoffman says the director told him to pretend in his mind he was going into a pharmacy for prophylactics.  Also, the screenwriter Buck Henry, not an actor, is playing the deskclerk!  How does this change your impression of this scene?  What makes this scene interesting?

7. Mike Nichols, the director, is quoted as saying the main theme of “The Graduate” is “a young man who saves himself through madness”.  What does this mean to you?

8. The director specifically chose only Paul Simon’s music for the film.  How do you think this adds/distracts from the plot?.  Can you think of some other kind of music or a song which would have been better somewhere in the movie?

9. In the original book “The Graduate”, Ben gets to the church before Elaine is officially married.  The director changed this in the film screenplay to after.  Knowing that, how would the story be different for you?  Why would he make that change?

10. How do Ross, Hoffman and Henry say their lives were affected by this film?  Positively or negatively?  What interests you about what they say about their lives after this film was released? 
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